


Week One: 
Pentecost, the First Great Awakening

Day One: The Acts of the Holy Spirit 
Read Acts 1:8. 

At first, the book of Acts seems to be about Jesus’ disciples and the early Church, but it’s not, at least not pri-
marily.  Acts, like every other book in the Bible in one way or another, is the story of Jesus.  In this case, it’s the 
story of His continued ministry on earth after His ascension by the power of the Holy Spirit through His dis-
ciples and their disciples after them. 

Make no mistake. Although the disciples did all the walking and talking and interacting with people that we find 
recorded in the book of Acts, the real work, the heavy lifting of convicting (John 16:8), drawing (John 6:44-45), 
and renewing souls (2 Cor 3:18) was done by the Holy Spirit, the same Holy Spirit that indwelt Jesus during His 
earthly ministry (Luke 4:1) and continues to indwell those who put their faith in Jesus Christ for salvation today.  

This Spirit of Sonship (Gal 4:6) sanctifies, or sets apart, those who have been reborn into God’s Kingdom (1 Cor 
6:11), equips them for service (1 Cor 12:4), causes them to will and to act according to God’s will and purpose 
(Phil 2:13), and empowers (Eph 3:16), teaches (John 14:26), and comforts them (2 Cor 1:4) as they obey God’s 
commands (John 14:16).   

Tempting as it might be, at times, for us to take credit for what God does through us by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, we really can’t. The glory is God’s alone! 

What do you think?  

Is God still at work in the world around you?  

What evidence do you see?  

Who deserves the glory for it? 



Day Two: The Disciples Trust 
The Holy Spirit Who worked in and through the members of the early Church is the same Holy Spirit Who 
works in and through members of the Church today.  Their story is our history, one we can draw on and learn 
from as we execute the mission we’ve been given. 

Read Acts 1:4-14. 

The disciples had just come off a time of spiritual renewal and encouragement in the company of Jesus, their 
friend and leader turned Savior. Their consciences clear, their anxiety eased, and their confidence boosted by the 
power displayed in Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, the disciples were fired up and ready to take on the world 
for the sake of God’s Kingdom as they understood it. 

Had Jesus remained in the flesh, the disciples would have followed Him to the ends of the earth, but He didn’t 
remain in the flesh.  According to God’s plan, Jesus issued orders to the disciples, ascended into Heaven to take 
His place at His Father’s right hand, and left the disciples to advance the Kingdom armed with nothing but per-
sonal knowledge of the Gospel and a promise that help would come soon.  

Talk about a let down!  What did the disciples do?  The only thing they could do.  They trusted God, and He 
delivered.  

Read Acts 2:1-14.

In their wildest dreams—and their dreams were pretty wild considering they’d thought Jesus was about to over-
throw the government with an army only a few ranks deep just before He ascended (1:6)—the disciples could 
never have imagined the miracle they experienced on the day of Pentecost.  Besides being an unprecedented 
spectacle, it changed those involved forever, empowering and equipping them to do things they never could 
before for the advancement of an eternal, rather than earthly, Kingdom.  

If you have put your faith in Jesus Christ for salvation from the consequences of sin, then the Holy Spirit al-
ready lives in you.  What you’re waiting for is probably something more like what happened after the indwell-
ing of Jesus’ disciples by the Holy Spirit. 

Read Acts 2:22-24, 36-41.  

Whets the appetite, doesn’t it?  After all, who doesn’t want to witness a miracle of this magnitude?  Who doesn’t 
want to win such a victory for the Kingdom? 

So how did the disciples make it happen?  They didn’t.  

How do you make it happen?  You don’t.  You can’t.  

Like the disciples, your only choice is to trust God to empower, draw, and renew souls on His terms, by His 
power, and in His perfect timing.  Anything you might do to try and conjure, manipulate, or force God’s hand 
would be wasted effort.      

What do you want to see God do in the world around you?  

What role might He expect you to play if He does?  Are you up for the challenge? 



Day Three: The Disciples Prepare
Read Acts 2:5-11.

When we think about Pentecost, we think about the events we read about yesterday, the disciples, people from 
different countries hearing the Gospel in their own language, the first great altar call, etc. but Pentecost was 
already a significant event before any of that happened.  Pentecost was one of three feasts for which the Jewish 
people traveled to Jerusalem each year, each from their own part of the world.  

You see, even as the disciples waited patiently, God was working all things together for the purpose of His will 
(Eph 1:11) His own glory.  He waited until His people were gathered together in one place to send the Holy 
Spirit and reaped a large first harvest of believers for His Church.  

Read Acts 1:12-26. 

Had the disciples not been ready, physically, spiritually, or corporately, to receive the Holy Spirit Jesus had 
promised, they may have missed the privilege of participating in the miracle of Pentecost as we find it recorded 
in Scripture.  Thankfully, they were.  

The disciples were faithful.  Although they must have had doubts and questions when things didn’t go as they’d 
anticipated, the disciples demonstrated sincere faith by sanctifying themselves, or setting themselves apart, for 
God’s use.    

The disciples were humble.  Understanding they were limited in and of themselves, they submitted to God’s 
authority and waited for further instructions, seeking His wisdom and guidance in any decisions that had to be 
made while they waited.  

The disciples were expectant.  Believing Jesus’ promise that help would come, they prayed.  For what, we don’t 
know, but it’s logical to assume they prayed for the same things we would pray for, strength, protection, guid-
ance, peace, etc.  Jesus had told them that God would send the Holy Spirit if they asked (Luke 11:13), so they 
probably prayed for that, too.  Talk about results!   

What about you?  Should God decide once again, in His infinite wisdom, to advance His Kingdom in such a 
spectacular way, will you be ready, or will you miss out?  

What can you do even now to prepare? 

 

 



Day Four: The Disciples Wait 
Read Acts 2:41-47.  

Paradise, right? The Utopia every Christ-follower who truly wants to see God glorified, dreams of a gathering 
of diverse people unified by their faith in Jesus Christ, loving and learning from one another, sharing with and 
serving each other, praying and worshipping together, and winning souls for the Kingdom on a regular basis.  

We can imagine it.  We want it.  So why isn’t America experiencing another Great Awakening?  That’s a good 
question.  

Maybe our focus is off and the movement we have in mind is different than the movement God has mapped out.  
If so, we won’t recognize it when it happens.  

Maybe we’re operating on our own power instead of relying on the power of the Holy Spirit.  If so, we’re spin-
ning our wheels.  

Maybe we’re trying to reverse the chain of command, passing orders up to God rather than receiving them.  If 
so, we’re insubordinate and can’t expect God to comply.  

Maybe it’s not time yet.  

Maybe it’s time, but we’re so wrapped up in self and sin that we’ve compromised the lines of communication 
between ourselves and God (Prov 28:9).  Maybe we missed the command to charge when it was given.  

Maybe we heard the command, but ignored it.  

Read Acts 2:14, 38-40.  

Peter heard the command.  Peter obeyed.  Focused and fully committed, Peter stepped out in faith by the power 
of the Holy Spirit and advanced the Kingdom of God.  How?  By advancing the truth of the Gospel, doing no 
more and no less than God requires of us today.  

Maybe America is not experiencing a Great Awakening because we’ve failed to do as Peter did.  We’ve failed 
to advance the truth of the Gospel, the very foundation upon which Jesus said His Church would be built (Matt 
16:16-18).  If so, the failure of the Church to grow and function as it ought to is our fault, both collectively and 
as individuals. 

What about you?  Are the lines of communication between you and God open so you can clearly hear the Holy 
Spirit?  

Are you advancing the truth of the Gospel or waiting for someone else to lead the charge? 



Day Five: The Disciples Act
Read John 21:15-22. 

Long before the day of Pentecost, Jesus made sure Peter understood what it meant to be His disciple.  

Jesus asked Peter whether Peter loved Him three times.  This seems repetitive and a little pointless unless you 
consider the words Jesus chose for love.  

The first two times Jesus asked Peter whether Peter loved Him, Jesus used the word agapeo, a self-sacrificial 
love, and Peter answered with the word phileo, a deep camaraderie or affection born of common experience.  In 
other words, Jesus asked Peter whether Peter loved Him enough to serve and sacrifice, and Peter answered by 
assuring Jesus his feelings ran deep, not quite what Jesus was looking for!  

The third time Jesus asked Peter whether Peter loved Him, He turned the tables to make a point, using Peter’s 
word, phileo, back at him.  Hurt because Jesus felt the need to confirm what he’d already conveyed twice, Peter 
assured Jesus one more time that his feelings ran deep after all they’d been through.  For the last time, Jesus told 
Peter to feed His sheep, making it clear that emotional attachment was only a starting point and the call to fol-
low Him in obedience would involve service and, ultimately, sacrifice.  

Peter decided then and there to follow Jesus whatever the cost.  

Read Acts 2:14.  

When the opportunity to advance God’s Kingdom presented itself, Peter took it.  Backed by his band of broth-
ers, Peter openly identified himself with Jesus Christ—a big deal for someone who had denied him three times 
before—and advanced the truth of the Gospel, knowing full well what it would cost him in the end, but not car-
ing.  Later, he would urge others to do the same. 

Read 1 Peter 1:1-2.

As Peter explains in the opening of this letter to the early Church, the call of God on a person’s life is two-fold.  
It involves both the surrender necessary for salvation through Jesus Christ and the obedience that follows by the 
power of the Holy Spirit (1 Pet 1:2; Heb 5:9).  You cannot be saved unless you fully intend to obey God, and 
you can’t obey God consistently without the power of the Holy Spirit inside you.  It’s a package deal. 

What about you? Have you surrendered your life to follow Jesus Christ?  

Does your consistent obedience to God prove the presence of the Holy Spirit in your life? 

Do you take advantage of opportunities to advance God’s Kingdom even when it costs you? 



Weekend Review  
Spend a few minutes looking back over your answers to this week’s questions in prayerful reflection, then an-
swer the questions below.  If you participate in a mentoring relationship, you may want to use your answers as a 
basis for future discussion. 

In what way(s) were you encouraged by this week’s studies?  

In what way(s) were you challenged by this week’s studies?   

What successes can you celebrate?  

What errors do you need to correct?

What habits do you need to develop?  

What habits do you need to eliminate?   

What potential do you need to reach?   

What conversations do you need to have?  

What’s the game plan going forward?  Make a numbered list and add notes on your progress as you work to 
reach these goals.    



Week Two:
Peter, a Leader Made, Not Born

Day One: A Changed Man
  
One way to understand what God wants to do through us by the power of the Holy Spirit is to take a closer look 
at what He did through Jesus’ disciples by the power of the same Holy Spirit.  Take Peter, for instance, the first 
apostle to speak up at Pentecost.  His life is a case study for the kind of radical transformation the Holy Spirit 
brings about in people who put their faith in Jesus.  

Read Matthew 16:16-18.

Before the Holy Spirit came, Peter lacked self-control.  Impulsive and driven by emotion, he had a tendency to 
speak out of turn and make rash decisions, not exactly the kind of guy you’d choose for a trench mate.  None-
theless, qualified only by his profession of faith in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Gospel upon which Jesus 
would build His Church, Peter was chosen to lead the Church in spite of his obvious shortcomings.  

During his initial spiritual training, preparation, and growth, Peter didn’t have the Holy Spirit inside to help him 
discern and understand all Jesus said and did, but he still soaked up all he could, watching, listening, and ask-
ing questions at every turn.  When the Holy Spirit did come into Peter’s life after Jesus’ ascension as a result 
of Peter’s earlier profession of faith, He changed Peter from the inside out and transformed him into the calm, 
confident, controlled, and wise leader he was designed to be almost instantaneously.  

Read Acts 2:14.

Peter started strong.  Supernaturally equipped and empowered and informed by Jesus’ training, Peter led the 
charge into uncharted territory, flanked on either side by the newly formed Church.  

Read Matthew 28:18-20. 

Peter stayed strong. Relying on the Holy Spirit for wisdom and guidance as God continually pushed him beyond 
what was familiar and comfortable, Peter obeyed Jesus and made disciples.  Like anyone else, he made mistakes 
(Gal 2:11-21), but didn’t let those mistakes stop him.  Instead, he kept his mind focused on obedience and al-
lowed the Holy Spirit to keep changing him into the image of Jesus Christ, a process that wouldn’t be complete 
until he was reunited with Jesus Himself (Phil 1:6). 

Peter finished strong.  When others turned back, Peter marched on. In the end, what Jesus had predicted came 
true (John 21:18-19).  Peter was martyred, but because he had stood firm in his faith, he was awarded the eternal 
life Jesus promised (Luke 21:19). In every stage of his ministry, from beginning to end, Peter was an example 
worth following. 

What about you? Have you put your faith in Jesus Christ for salvation and allowed the Holy Spirit to change 
you into something brand new?  

Are you letting the Holy Spirit transform you into the image of Jesus Christ?  Are you taking advantage of op-
portunities to learn and grow spiritually?  Are you making disciples as you go?   



Day Two: Peter the Disciple
From the moment Jesus called him out, Peter was a willing and eager recruit, fully engaged in the process of 
preparation for Kingdom work. 

 Read John 1:35-42, Luke 5:1-11, and Matthew 4:18-20.  

When we first meet Peter, he’s just an ordinary guy going about his ordinary business, not even as moved by 
John the Baptist’s message of repentance as his brother was.  As far as we can tell from these overlapping ac-
counts, he was first approached about Jesus by his brother Andrew.  

Andrew was worked up over the possibility that Jesus might be the Messiah.  He and Peter must have talked 
about the possibility for a while as they fished because that’s how Jesus found them.  Andrew pulled Peter away 
from his fishing to point Jesus out, and Peter considered.  Once Jesus performed a miracle with Peter’s assis-
tance, Peter was convinced that Jesus was someone special, if not the Messiah, then someone holy and worth 
following, even if it meant leaving his family and livelihood behind.   

The small measure of faith Peter demonstrated earned him the right to be counted among Jesus’ disciples, or 
students.  Peter listened to every word Jesus said and watched every miracle Jesus performed to discern whether 
or not Jesus truly was the Messiah Peter thought He probably was.  Much later, when Jesus asked His disciples 
who they thought He was, Peter would be the first to identify Jesus as God’s Messiah (Luke 9:20), an answer he 
had at the ready because he’d not only paid attention, but allowed God to open his eyes and ears (Mark 4:9).   

Read Luke 8:4-15.  

Jesus often spent extra time explaining His sermons and parables to His disciples after addressing the crowd at 
large, rewarding those who made an effort to learn with additional insight.  Those who didn’t press in like Peter 
did, missed out.  

What about you? How did Jesus first get your attention?  

What convinced you that Jesus was the Messiah, or Savior, you needed?  How did you respond to Him?  

Are you a true disciple, or student, of Jesus Christ?  Explain.  

Are you spending time with other disciples?  Are you active in your local church? 



Day Three: Peter the Apostle 

Read Luke 6:12-16.  

After praying for guidance and wisdom, Jesus called twelve men out from the crowd of disciples to follow Him, 
learn from Him, and assist Him in the duties of His ministry.  Peter was one of the twelve.  By accepting Jesus’ 
invitation to join His apostles, Peter afforded himself a unique opportunity to learn through practical experience.  

Read Luke 9:12-17.

Rather than witnessing Jesus’ miracles and hearing His sermons from a distance, making general observations 
like everyone else, the apostles worked alongside Jesus and gained a deeper understanding of what it meant to 
love others through service and sacrifice.  Constantly reminded of their own limitations, they learned to depend 
on God’s strength and provision.  Through it all, they found God faithful.   

Read Luke 22:24-34. 

Because the apostles worked side by side with Jesus, they had access to information the crowd and the other 
disciples didn’t.  Jesus explained His sermons to them, helped them apply His words to their own lives, and told 
them what was coming.  These private briefings often took place before or after significant events and weren’t 
always pleasant, especially when the apostles had demonstrated a lack of faith or understanding.  Whether they 
enjoyed these briefings or not, the apostles benefited from them and were wiser for having answered Jesus’ invi-
tation to join the twelve.   

What about you?  Do you take advantage of opportunities to grow spiritually by serving others?  

Do you actively seek the guidance and wisdom of those who are more mature in their faith?  

Are you open to both encouragement and loving rebuke?  Have you put yourself in a position to receive that 
encouragement and loving rebuke by meeting regularly with other men? 



Day Four: Peter, One of the Three
From the twelve apostles, Jesus also chose Peter to be one of the three, His most trusted companions.  Peter, 
James, and John witnessed and shared some of Jesus’ most personal moments, a privilege that both challenged 
and encouraged them. 

Although the choosing of the twelve had been a somewhat formal and public event, Jesus’ selection of the three 
was less overt.  He simply drew the three aside from time to time and showed them things the other apostles 
didn’t get to see either because they couldn’t handle it or because the situation was too delicate or sensitive, giv-
ing Peter, James, and John the unique opportunity to process what they experienced long before they ever had a 
reason to draw from or act on it.  

Although it’s hard to say why—only Jesus knows for sure—each of the three times Jesus pulled Peter, James, 
and John aside, the situation had something to do with death.  

Read Luke 8:50-56.  

In this instance, Jesus allowed Peter, James, and John to witness His power over death.  

Read Luke 9:28-36. 

In this instance, Jesus allowed Peter, James, and John to witness His glory, demonstrating His supremacy over 
Moses and Elijah, two of the great leaders in Jewish history.  When Peter, in his ignorance, offered to build tab-
ernacles for each of them, God shut Peter up by singling Jesus out as His Son in no uncertain terms.  

Matthew 26:36-46.  

In this instance, Jesus allowed Peter, James, and John to witness the extent of His agony as He prayed before 
His arrest and crucifixion, giving them just a glimpse of how much Jesus’ obedience cost Him and what serving 
God’s glory might one day demand of them.    

If Jesus allowed Peter, James, and John to witness these events to bolster their courage and confidence, it 
worked.  After Jesus’ ascension, Peter and John were the first to engage culture as His witnesses, advance the 
truth of the Gospel, and obey His command to make disciples (Matt 28:18-20).  When the authorities inter-
vened, they didn’t flinch, but continued to advance, confident that Jesus had power over death, that He was 
God’s Son, and that any suffering they had to endure for the sake of God’s Kingdom and glory was no more 
than their due diligence in light of what Jesus had suffered for them.  

Had Peter, James, and John not taken advantage of the opportunity Jesus offered for deeper friendship and ac-
countability, they may have made different choices on the day of Pentecost and the weeks that followed. 

What about you?  Besides God, who holds you accountable for your actions? 

How might you benefit from sharing the make and break moments of life with other men who love Jesus and 
want to please Him?  How might they benefit from your friendship in return?  

Where can you find relationships like these?  Are you willing to invest? 



Day five: Peter, Jesus’ Friend
Peter valued his relationship with Jesus over everything else, other relationships, knowledge, service, position, 
experiences, etc.  No matter how busy he got, no matter how chaotic his surroundings were, no matter how de-
manding the crowds became, Peter made spending one-on-one time with Jesus his top priority always. 

Read Luke 18:24-30.

Even though he was one of the twelve and the three, Peter took nothing for granted, but continued to work out 
his salvation with fear and trembling, just as Paul would later encourage all believers to do (Phil 2:12).  When 
Jesus spoke, Peter never assumed what He said was for someone else, but took it to heart, always holding 
himself up for scrutiny and inspection against what Jesus preached to make sure that he wouldn’t be left out of 
God’s Kingdom.  Peter never stopped pursuing holiness. 

Read Matthew 16:21-28.  

Peter accepted Jesus’ encouragement and His rebuke with humility, in this case, not only allowing Jesus to 
silence him, but also to make an object lesson of him for the good of the other disciples without offering a word 
of complaint or argument.     

Read John 21:3-8.  

Peter expressed his devotion openly.  He worshipped Jesus not caring who saw him, what they thought, or how 
they might respond.  Although Peter’s devotion sometimes led him to do rash things, it came from a sincere 
heart, one that wanted nothing more than to please Jesus, be near Him, and know Him better.  

Because Peter put intentional time, effort, and energy into his personal relationship with Jesus, he grew intellec-
tually, socially, and spiritually. When the time came for Peter to lead, he was ready.   

What about you?  Which is most important to you, relationships, knowledge, service, position, experiences, etc. 
or your relationship with Jesus? 

Do you put intentional time, effort, and energy into your personal relationship with Jesus?  

Do you continually hold yourself up against the truth of God’s Word for scrutiny and inspection?  

Do you let the Holy Spirit add and take away as He sees fit? 

Do you express your devotion to Jesus openly?  



Weekend Review  
Spend a few prayerful moments looking back over your answers to this week’s questions, then answer the ques-
tions below.  If you participate in a mentoring relationship, you may want to use your answers as a basis for 
future discussion. 

What progress have you made in reaching the goals you set last week?  

In what way(s) were you encouraged by this week’s studies?  

In what way(s) were you challenged by this week’s studies?   

What successes can you celebrate?  

What errors do you need to correct?

What habits do you need to develop?  

What habits do you need to eliminate?   

What potential do you need to reach?   

What conversations do you need to have?  

Where do you go from here?  Add to last week’s game plan.  Continue to make notes as you progress.  

  



Week Three: 
The Disciples Deployed

Day One: Interruptible
Because Peter and the other apostles knew Jesus not only as Savior, but also as teacher, leader, mentor, and 
friend, they became effective ambassadors of God’s Kingdom, drawing continually on Jesus’ words, the exam-
ple He set, and the experience they gained under His earthly leadership. 

Read Acts 2:41-3:10. 

Peter and John were busy men in the days immediately following Pentecost.  They had 3,000 new believers to 
organize, teach, and take care of, and they had to do so in a way that wouldn’t discredit the Gospel they pro-
claimed.  They weren’t too busy, though, to recognize a divine appointment and take advantage of it.  

Why the lame man, who spent every day by the gate called Beautiful, chose to call out to Peter and John on this 
particular day, we don’t know, but he did.  Always mindful of their mission to make disciples, Peter and John 
took a moment to discern how God would have them interact with the man before engaging.  Peter and John 
ended up giving the man even more than he asked for, and the grace they demonstrated toward this outsider 
drew a crowd. 

Had Peter and John not been interruptible, they would have missed the opportunity to change a man’s life and 
get the attention of an unbelieving crowd that had shown little interest in them or their message up until that 
point.  Had they ignored the man to keep their appointment with members of the Church, they would have 
missed an opportunity to advance the Kingdom by advancing truth, but they didn’t.  Instead of forfeiting evan-
gelism for the sake of discipleship, Peter and John accomplished both, setting an example for the early Church 
to follow. 

Read Luke 9:10-11.

Jesus was interruptible. In this passage, the disciples had just returned from their first ‘independent’ mission-
ary experience—Jesus hadn’t accompanied them in the flesh, but He’d sent the Holy Spirit with them.  Jesus 
listened to all they had to report and then took them somewhere to discuss their tour of duty, but the crowd had 
other plans.  Instead of putting the crowd off to disciple the apostles right then as He planned, Jesus welcomed 
the crowd and saw to their needs, turning what the apostles considered an interruption of sorts into a learning 
experience for them, the famed feeding of the five thousand.  

What about you?  Are you interruptible?  Are you mindful of your mission at all times?  

Do you recognize divine appointments when they happen?  Do you keep them?  

Do you set an example of evangelism for those whom you disciple? 



Day Two: Bold
Read Acts 3:11-16.  

When the miracle Peter and John performed drew a crowd, Peter used the opportunity to glorify God.  Deflect-
ing any and all attention or praise he and John might have received for performing the miracle, Peter gave credit 
where credit was due.  He named Jesus as the ‘source of life’ responsible for healing the man.  In doing so, he 
turned an isolated and potentially forgettable incident—the apostles were performing all kinds of wonders at 
that time—into a tangible testimony of Jesus’ continued authority over the affairs of men. 

Read Luke 5:24-26.  

During His earthly ministry, Jesus used miracles to establish His authority over the affairs of men, not to bring 
glory to Himself, but to direct the attention of others to God’s perfection (John 8:54).  

Read Acts 3:17-4:4. 

Peter named Jesus as the ‘source of life’ and told people what Jesus could do for them as individuals. Tailor-
ing the content of his message to meet the needs of the crowd, Peter answered their questions before they 
were voiced, demonstrating compassion and proving that the Gospel was for everyone, not just those who had 
already accepted it.  Without altering the truth of the Gospel in any way, Peter made it accessible.  When he 
invited the crowd to respond in faith, many of them did.  

What about you?  Do you give God all the credit for what He does in and through you?  

Do you take opportunities to point God’s perfection out to others? 

Do you share the Gospel with those who need to hear it?  

Do you explain the truth of the Gospel in terms they can understand?  Do you invite them to respond? 



Day Three: Fearless 
Read Acts 4:5-22. 

Peter and John refused to be intimidated by the formal assemblage of rulers, elders, scribes, and members of the 
high-priestly family. When confronted, they didn’t apologize for doing what God had called them to do.  They 
didn’t beg for mercy or try to cut deals.  They didn’t change their message or soften it to appease their audience.  
They simply answered the questions they were asked and took the opportunity they were given to advance the 
truth of the Gospel, pulling no punches, but naming Jesus as the only One able to save people from the conse-
quences of their sin.  

Read Luke 12:8-12.  

As per Jesus’ earlier instructions, when the time of reckoning came and Peter and John were called before the 
Jewish authorities to defend themselves, they chose to fear God over men and relied on the Holy Spirit to tell 
them what to say and when to say it.  Well trained, they demonstrated the same calm confidence before their ac-
cusers that Jesus had displayed before His, a scene Peter had witnessed personally (Luke 22:66-71).  

Read 1 Peter 3:15.

In this letter to the early Church, Peter encourages followers of Christ to prepare themselves for questioning and 
potential persecution by establishing Jesus as their ultimate authority in their hearts and minds and making the 
advancement of the Gospel their number one priority.  Because Peter did this consistently throughout his minis-
try, his words to the early Church would have carried considerable weight and credibility.  They still do.  

What about you? Whom do you fear most, man or God?  Do your actions prove it?  

When challenged for your faith or questioned about the Gospel, do you advance the truth of God’s Word? 

When you challenge others to obedience, do your words carry weight?  Are you a credible source of spiritual 
wisdom?  

  



Day Four: Faithful 
Read Acts 4:23-31.  

The first thing Peter and John did after being released from the Sanhedrin was to return to their fellowship, or 
local body of believers, and report.  No doubt, their friends had been concerned and were anxious to hear what 
happened, for Peter and John’s sakes and for their own.  After all, it was the first time any of them had been 
called on to explain themselves, the first time they’d gotten the attention of the Jewish authorities, and the first 
time they’d been threatened for advancing the truth of the Gospel without Jesus being present in the flesh.  

When they heard that the Holy Spirit had actually come through as Jesus had promised, the believers were over-
joyed.  In that moment of celebration, though, rather than congratulating Peter and John, they unanimously and 
without discussion raised their voices in prayer, praising God for all He had done.  They didn’t have to think 
about it or remind themselves to do it because they lived in constant awareness of their complete dependence on 
Him. 

Notice, the believers didn’t ask for a break from the negative attention or protection from persecution, but, ac-
knowledging the fact that Jesus’ suffering itself had been ordained by God, simply asked God to work through 
them and make them bold in the face of the threats that had been made, a prayer God answered with a huge yes.

Read John 14:12-14. 

The early believers didn’t suffer from delusions of grandeur, but understood that the miracles that were happen-
ing in, through, and around them were the result of Jesus’ faithfulness, nothing more, nothing less.  Had they 
stopped to focus on who they were in and of themselves, what they were trying to accomplish, and whom they 
were up against, they may have wavered or backed down, but they didn’t.  They took Jesus at His word, put 
their lives in God’s hands, and trusted Him to finish what He had started.  Their prayers proved as much. 

What about you?  What is your first response when something good happens?  

What is your first response when something bad happens?  

How does your response to the circumstances you face compare to the response of the early Church?  

Which means more to you, self-preservation or the advancement of the Gospel?  Do your prayers prove it?  



Day Five: Generous
Read Acts 4:32-37.  

To this point, the early Church hadn’t really experienced anything but success.  Even Peter and John’s arrest and 
release, in spite of the threats that were made against them, were viewed as victories for the Kingdom. They had 
given Peter and John the chance to be Jesus’ witnesses in Jerusalem, not just amongst their peers, but on every 
social level, and so fulfill the first part of the three-part prophecy Jesus had delivered before His ascension (Acts 
1:8).  

Excitement was in the air as the believers enjoyed ‘great grace’ from one another and those outside the Church 
who were impressed by their ability to get along so well. The believers all put the needs of others above their 
own and held their own possessions loosely in the interest of the Church and its mission to advance truth, prov-
ing their faith sincere and their submission to the Holy Spirit complete. 

Read Luke 18:18-30.

Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus demonstrated a healthy attitude toward possessions.  When people 
expressed a desire to follow Him, He challenged them to prove their faith by letting go of their possessions.  
Those who did were promised an inheritance in the Kingdom, and those who didn’t were disqualified.  Peter, 
having demonstrated sincere faith in leaving everything behind to follow Jesus, was included in the Kingdom.

Read Acts 5:1-11. 

The Church was growing, happy, and healthy, and people wanted to be a part of it, both sincere people like 
Barnabas and insincere people like Ananias and Sapphira.  Ananias and Sapphira were members of the Church. 
As they were in communication with the Holy Spirit, we can assume that they’d put their faith in Jesus Christ 
for salvation and so were indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  Like the rest of us, however, they continued to struggle 
against their natural tendency to sin. They grew prideful.  

Ananias and Sapphira valued the opinion of others over the opinion of God and wanted to impress onlookers 
by seeming to be more generous and to have more faith in God’s provision than they actually did, so they lied 
about the offering they made to the Church. The Holy Spirit convicts believers of the sin in their lives so we 
know there must have been a moment when Ananias and Sapphira knew what they planned to do was wrong, 
but they did it anyway, sinning against God for their own social gain.  

God’s swift punishment of Ananias and Sapphira reminded the Church that there was no room for pride or false 
spirituality in their midst.  In all things, their devotion to one another, their generosity, and their faith in God 
to provide, they were to be sincere and preserve unity within the Body.  The deaths of Ananias and Sapphira 
reminded the Church to guard against sin and selfishness. 

What about you?  Whose opinion matters more to you, man’s or God’s?  Do your actions prove it?  

To which do you hold more tightly, your possessions or the Kingdom of God?  Do your actions prove it? 

Is your faith in God’s provision sincere?  



Weekend Review  
Spend a few prayerful moments looking back over your answers to this week’s questions, then answer the ques-
tions below.  If you participate in a mentoring relationship, you may want to use your answers as a basis for 
future discussion. 

What progress have you made in reaching the goals you set last week?  

In what way(s) were you encouraged by this week’s studies?  

In what way(s) were you challenged by this week’s studies?   

What successes can you celebrate?  

What errors do you need to correct?

What habits do you need to develop?  

What habits do you need to eliminate?   

What potential do you need to reach?   

What conversations do you need to have?  

Where do you go from here?  Add to the game plan.  Continue to make notes as you progress.  



Week Four: 
The Front Lines

Day One: Relentless
Read Acts 5:12-16.  

Peter and the other apostles were relentless in their quest to advance the truth of the Gospel as Jesus’ witnesses.  
As a result, people put their faith in Jesus Christ for salvation and were added to the Church daily.  Even those 
who were too afraid to join the Church knew that the hand of God was on the apostles, and they brought those 
in need of healing and relief as close to the apostles as they dared so they could be healed.  People from sur-
rounding towns began to show up.  Peter and the other apostles had to have known they were drawing the atten-
tion of the Jewish leaders who’d threatened them, but they refused to stop. 

Read Matthew 5:14-16 and Luke 8:16-18.

Jesus made it clear to His disciples that the light inside them was meant to be shared so others could come to 
faith for God’s glory.  He urged them to invest in the Kingdom so the Holy Spirit could bring a good return, 
reminding them that everyone would know the truth in the end anyway.  

Read Acts 5:17-21.  

Peter and John had been arrested before, but this was a first-time experience for the other apostles.  Nonetheless, 
they refused to be shaken by it.  

Once released from prison, the apostles didn’t pause, regroup, question, evaluate, plan, or take preventive 
measures against potential re-arrest.  They simply obeyed orders and told people ‘all about’ the new life Jesus 
offered those who put their faith in Him.  Allowing the Holy Spirit to determine the size and scope of their min-
istry and bring a harvest, the apostles simply let their light shine full and bright.  

What about you?  Are you relentless in your quest to advance the truth of the Gospel?  

Do those who oppose Jesus see you as a threat?  If so, how do you respond to their attempts to intimidate you?   

Are you more concerned with obeying God or managing the ministry He’s given you?  

Do you obey God without question or hesitation?    



Day Two: Committed 
Read Acts 5:22-32. 

The apostles couldn’t have been surprised when they were found and taken before the Sanhedrin.  God, not 
man, had set them free, and they’d not exactly been quiet after their release.  Even so, this was still a new ex-
perience for all of the apostles except Peter and John.  They handled it well, though, allowing Peter to take the 
lead, but backing him fully.  

The Sanhedrin didn’t want to admit they’d made a mistake in killing Jesus or had missed the Messiah they’d 
been anticipating for so long.  Rather than consider the possibility that the Gospel might be true, they remained 
callous to the Holy Spirit’s conviction.  They concerned themselves only with the perceived threat that the 
Gospel posed to their control and influence in the Jewish community.  The accusation they hurled at the apostles 
expressed a desire to be absolved of guilt (Matt 27:25), but a refusal to confess it. 

The apostles’ response offered no such absolution.  Instead, they spoke the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth calmly and with confidence, not excusing the Sanhedrin’s role in Jesus’ death, but pointing it out.  
Then they proclaimed forgiveness through Jesus Christ to those who repent of, or turn away from, their sin.  

Rather than being accusatory, combative, or rude, the apostles’ message was actually a very loving one, no mat-
ter how the Sanhedrin chose to take it.  Their faithfulness to convey the Gospel message in whole, not in part, 
gave the Sanhedrin an opportunity to acknowledge their sin, confess it, and repent by putting their faith in Jesus.  
Had the Sanhedrin been open to the Holy Spirit, they could have found salvation that day, but they weren’t.   

The apostles refused to decide for themselves who should or shouldn’t have access to the Gospel or to presup-
pose who would or wouldn’t come to faith in Jesus Christ.  They simply did their job and gave the Holy Spirit 
an opportunity to do His.   

Read Luke 11:37-54.  

When confronted by people more interested in accusing Him than listening to the truth of God’s Word, Jesus 
went ahead and proclaimed the truth anyway, giving His listeners a chance to recognize their sin and repent. 

In this case, Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees.  Religious leaders in the Jewish community, they valued repu-
tation, power, and rank over sincere worship and humility.  Jesus’ message required them to admit fault and put 
them on the same level as people they considered beneath them, so they resisted it.  Their pride kept the Phari-
sees from hearing the Truth, but it didn’t keep Jesus from proclaiming it.  

What about you?  Are you more concerned with pleasing people or seeing them saved?  Do your actions prove 
it?  

Who determines the content of your Gospel message, your audience or God?    

Does the Gospel message you proclaim include the reality of sin and the need for repentance?  Is it a loving 
one?  



Day Three: Confident
Read Acts 5:33-39.

The Pharisees didn’t like what the apostles had to say.  In fact, they wanted to commit murder, something that 
went directly against the law they claimed to uphold.  The light the apostles shone had revealed darkness in the 
Pharisees’ hearts, but the Pharisees still didn’t perceive the need to repent of their sin or receive forgiveness for 
it. They only released the apostles because they believed their Gospel message false, Jesus an imposter, and the 
apostles’ devotion temporary.  They assumed the Church would disperse and the Gospel would be forgotten.  
They were wrong.  

Read John 15:18-25.  

Just before His arrest and crucifixion, Jesus spent time preparing the apostles for His betrayal, the horrors He 
would suffer, and the difficulties they would face in His physical absence.  Having no frame of reference for the 
things Jesus was telling them, they listened, but didn’t fully comprehend what He was trying to say.  Failing to 
grasp the gravity of the moment, they argued over who would be the greatest in the Kingdom (Luke 22:24), but 
Jesus pulled them back to the present by telling them they would be hated for their faith, not admired. 

Read Acts 5:40-42. 

The apostles, remembering all that Jesus had told them, counted it an honor, not an embarrassment to suffer for 
His name.  The abuse the Pharisees heaped on them only served to confirm the Holy Spirit’s activity in their 
lives and fueled their passion.  Encouraged rather than discouraged, the apostles continued to advance truth, 
God continued to move, and the Pharisees could do nothing to stop it. 

Read 1 Peter 4:12-16.  

When Peter tells believers to rejoice when they suffer for the name of Jesus, He does so with authority.  Having 
experienced persecution himself, Peter understood that being chosen to suffer for Jesus was a compliment, not 
an insult. 

What about you?  Does your commitment to the Gospel of Jesus Christ prove it true or cause people to question 
its validity? 

Do you consider it an embarrassment or an honor to be identified with Jesus and/or suffer for your faith in Him?  



Day Four: Selfless
Read Acts 6:1-6. 

Up to this point, the apostles had been doing everything for the Church, preaching, teaching, and seeing to the 
needs of the people, but the Church had grown beyond their ability to manage.  

Instead of stifling the Holy Spirit by trying to limit the Church’s ministry to what they could handle alone, the 
apostles shared their responsibilities and authority with others, selecting only those whose conduct and reputa-
tion proved their utter dependence on the Holy Spirit.  By focusing on the tasks for which they were best suited 
and assigning the rest to people equipped to handle them, the apostles multiplied their ministry and freed the 
Holy Spirit to continue the viral movement that had begun on the day of Pentecost.  

Stephen, in particular, was an extraordinarily gifted young man.  Instead of questioning his ability or holding 
him back, the apostles gave him and others like him the same opportunity to learn and grow through practical 
experience that Jesus had given them. 

Read Luke 9:1-6. 

Had Jesus not given the apostles this opportunity to ‘go it alone’ with the Holy Spirit’s help, they may not have 
been prepared to handle the work their mission would require later or to delegate responsibility when the time 
came.  As it was, the apostles were ready for both.  Their training under Jesus had taught them that the Holy 
Spirit can work through any surrendered soul and that there is no substitute for hands-on experience where min-
istry is concerned. 

Read Acts 6:7.  

The apostles’ selfless wisdom coupled with Stephen’s obedience and passion led to another wave of refreshing 
among the people, and this one included a large group of priests who, for whatever reason, had not responded to 
the Gospel when the apostles preached it.  

Although this wave of refreshing may not have seemed as spectacular as the day of Pentecost to those who were 
present at Pentecost, it was every bit as significant as Pentecost to those whose lives were changed by it.  To 
every person changed by God, the day of their spiritual rebirth is a catalytic event, the beginning of a significant 
movement of God. 

What about you?  Which is more important to you, giving the Holy Spirit freedom to work or controlling the 
size and scope of the ministry God’s given you?  

Are you confident in the Holy Spirit’s ability to work through any surrendered soul?  Do your actions prove it?  

Are you willing to delegate responsibility and authority to those who have proven themselves qualified to 
handle it?  

Are you humble or prideful in your leadership?  

 



Day Five: Obedient
  
Read Acts 6:8-15.  

God’s hand was on Stephen, which only angered those who wanted the movement of God they were witness-
ing to end.  Stephen lived such a blameless life that his persecutors had to make up lies to take hold of him, but 
when they took Stephen before the authorities, their accusations didn’t stand up.  Stephen’s very countenance 
shone with purity and evidence of God’s favor.  The comprehensive Gospel message he preached not only 
refuted the accusations of his accusers, but removed any excuse those present might have had for their lack of 
faith in Jesus Christ (7:1-53).

Read 1 Peter 3:13-17.  

Peter never led the members of the early Church to believe that God would protect them from people who 
wanted to do them physical harm.  On the contrary, he warned them that suffering could be a part of God’s will 
and plan for their lives and told them to make sure their suffering counted for the Kingdom by glorifying God in 
their response to that suffering.  

Read John 17:1-5.  

Contrary to what some believe, Jesus did not want to die on the cross for us.  He did it and He was willing, but 
He did not want to. Had there been another way for God to redeem our traitor race, Jesus would have preferred 
that God do it that way (Luke 22:42).  As there was no other way, no other suitable sacrifice for our sin, Jesus 
obeyed so God would be glorified through His obedience.  Yes, Jesus loved us.  Yes, He wanted to see us re-
stored to fellowship with the Father, but when it came right down it, Jesus chose to die for God’s glory alone. 

Peter heard Jesus pray this prayer aloud for our benefit (17:13).  As Jesus’ follower, Peter allowed Jesus’ moti-
vation, God’s glory, to become his motivation.  Later, he would encourage others to do the same. 

What about you?  If someone wanted to discredit the Gospel using you as evidence, how easy would they find 
their task?

How far are you willing to go to advance the truth of the Gospel?  What are you willing to sacrifice?  

What are you not willing to sacrifice?  

Would you die for the sake of the Gospel if God asked you to? 

 



Weekend Review 
Spend a few prayerful moments looking back over your answers to this week’s questions, then answer the ques-
tions below.  If you participate in a mentoring relationship, you may want to use your answers as a basis for 
future discussion. 

What progress have you made in reaching the goals you set last week?  

In what way(s) were you encouraged by this week’s studies?  

In what way(s) were you challenged by this week’s studies?   

What successes can you celebrate?  

What errors do you need to correct?

What habits do you need to develop?  

What habits do you need to eliminate?   

What potential do you need to reach?   

What conversations do you need to have?  

Where do you go from here?  Add to the game plan.  Continue to make notes as you progress.  



Week Five:
Special Ops

Day One: Consumed 
Read Acts 7:54-60. 

Stephen was not one of the twelve apostles.  He could have been one of Jesus’ disciples—we’re not sure—but 
he definitely didn’t have the same benefit of concentrated time with Jesus that the twelve, especially the three, 
had.  Nonetheless, his faithfulness to the Gospel and the generous attitude of forgiveness he displayed until 
the very end of his life proved his faith in Jesus Christ and commitment to the Kingdom sincere.  Somewhere, 
somehow, someone did a great job of training Stephen.  When the time came for Stephen to go where no other 
believers had yet gone, to a martyr’s death, he was ready, having either witnessed Jesus’ example himself or 
having been told all about it by one of Jesus’ disciples.

Read Luke 23:32-34. 

Even in his last moments, Jesus’ thoughts were consumed with the mission God had given Him to seek and save 
the lost as demonstrated by this prayer for sinners.  This focus and attitude of forgiveness would later mark fol-
lowers like Stephen. 

Read Acts 8:1-3.

Although Stephen would surely have preferred to give an altar call that drew thousands like Peter and John had, 
he submitted willingly to God’s plan for his life, leaving the results up to God, results that he wouldn’t live to 
see.  The result of Stephen’s obedience was a catalytic event Stephen could never have predicted. 

First, the persecution that broke out as a result of Stephen’s death scattered the early Church, sending believers 
as far as Judea and Samaria.  This completed the second stage of Jesus’ prophecy that His disciples would be 
His witnesses “in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  

Second, the joy Stephen demonstrated even in death incited Saul to anger which led him to do unthinkable 
things to the Church.  Later, after he put his faith in Jesus Christ, the memory of the unthinkable things he’d 
done would drive Paul to pursue his evangelistic mission with as much passion as he’d persecuted the church, 
keeping him humble and fit for Kingdom work all the while.

What about you?  Are you consumed with passion for the Gospel and compassion for the lost? Do your actions 
prove it?  

Are you investing in the next generation and raising up passionate and compassionate leaders like Stephen?  

Do you trust God to work through your obedience even when you don’t see results? 



Day Two: Available
Read Acts 8:4-8.  

Flung further away from Jerusalem than he’d probably planned to go, Phillip continued to advance truth even 
after Stephen’s death.  The Samaritans, having been prepared by the Holy Spirit to listen “with one mind,” 
responded to the Gospel message, evidence that God was not only with him, but way ahead of him, working 
things together for His glory. 

Read Luke 7:1-10, 36-50.  

Wherever Jesus traveled during His earthly ministry, He found souls ready to receive Him and His message.  
The only people he really ever argued with were those who were set against seeing and hearing the truth.  Those 
who believed the Gospel did so easily because the Holy Spirit had prepared their hearts.  By and large, they 
were already aware of their need for something more than they had, and most were willing to do whatever it 
took to get what was missing in their lives.  All Jesus had to do was obey the Holy Spirit’s leading and rely on 
His power to bring results.  

As an apostle, Phillip had witnessed this.  Later, when he found himself way outside his comfort zone, he sim-
ply imitated Jesus and left the results up to God. 

Read Acts 8:26-38. 

Just as Jesus, Peter, and Stephen had before him, Phillip tailored his Gospel message to fit his audience, meet-
ing the eunuch at his current level of understanding and building from there.  Once the eunuch understood the 
Gospel fully, Phillip extended an invitation, helped him put his faith in Jesus, and baptized him.  When God 
whisked him away to his next assignment, Phillip didn’t look back or question God’s wisdom, but let God slip 
him on like a glove and he focused on the task at hand.

The eunuch that Phillip helped was a servant of Candace, the queen of Ethiopia.  By leading the eunuch to 
Jesus, Phillip paved the way for the truth of the Gospel to advance to “the ends of the earth,” the last stage of 
Jesus’ prophecy (Acts 1:8), maybe not the way he had predicted and certainly not in a manner consistent with 
what the Holy Spirit had done to that point, but it punched a hole in a cultural barrier, nonetheless, and let the 
light of Jesus Christ shine through.  

How about you? Do you trust God’s ability to work through any and all circumstances you face? 

Do you accept the assignments God gives you without complaint or argument?  

Are you ready and willing to engage those with different cultural and religious backgrounds when God puts you 
in their path?   

 



Day Three: Humble
Read Acts 9:1-28.  

God chose Saul, a murderer and persecutor of the early Church, to advance the truth of the Gospel among “the 
Gentiles, kings, and the sons of Israel,” territory He’d not yet allowed the early Church or the apostles to en-
ter.  Having already proven themselves faithful in every task assigned to them, the apostles could have given in 
to jealousy over God’s giving such a challenging and potentially glorious assignment to a recent enemy of the 
Church.  Instead, after they were sure Saul’s testimony of salvation and regeneration by the power of the Holy 
Spirit were genuine, the apostles let Saul join them as they came and went, teaching and training him just as 
Jesus, the Son of God, had taught and trained them, lowly sinners who’d once been enemies of God as well.  

Read Luke 9:46-50, 10:17-20, 22:24-30.

Understanding the disciples better than they understood themselves, Jesus took every opportunity to remind 
them that the Kingdom of God was about service, not power, urging them to demonstrate God’s grace and 
mercy in their interaction with others.  Every time they showed symptoms of pride or arrogance over some-
thing God had done through them, Jesus set them straight.  He reminded them that they were just sinners saved 
by grace, their power came from God, and their mission was to advance the Gospel, not show off or impress 
people.  

It took the apostles a while to understand—they were still discussing who would be greatest in the Kingdom as 
late as the last supper before Jesus’ arrest!—but they finally got it.  After the day of Pentecost, seemingly unim-
pressed with themselves, the apostles were willing to delegate responsibility, share authority within the Church, 
and welcome new leadership into the Church from the outside, things people who operate in the flesh don’t do. 

Read 1 Peter 5:1-6. 

In this letter to the early Church, Peter challenges church leadership to serve with humility, live as examples 
worth following, and let God do the exalting, or lifting up, if/when he saw fit. 

What about you?  Do you demonstrate sincere humility when God chooses to work through you?  Through oth-
ers?  

Do you trust God to divide and assign responsibility correctly?  

Are you willing to support and invest in those whose assignments seem bigger or more exciting than your own?  



Day Four: Prayerful
Read Acts 9:32-35. 

As the designated leader of the early Church, it would have been easy for Peter to take the martyrdom of Ste-
phen and the scattering of believers as a personal setback, an excuse to lay low for a while, wallow in self-
doubt, or worry about how he would take back in hand the ministry that had certainly taken on a life of its own 
and grown beyond his reach, especially after Saul’s conversion, but he didn’t.  Remembering always Jesus’ 
Great Commission (Matt 28:18-20) to all the disciples and the assignment that Jesus had given to him person-
ally (John 21:17), Peter pressed ahead, doing what Jesus had done, what he himself had done since the day of 
Pentecost.  Peter saw to the needs of people and spread the Gospel, performing easy and obvious miracles so 
they could accept the difficult and less obvious message of the Gospel just as Jesus had done.    

Read Luke 4:42-44. 

The miracles that Jesus performed earned Him a fan base, but rather than bask in the glory they were so wiling 
and eager to bestow on Him—glory we might argue He deserved, being God Himself (Rom 9:5)—He stayed fo-
cused on His mission to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10), throwing off everything that hindered or threatened 
to distract and moving from town to town as the Holy Spirit led Him.

Read Acts 9:36-43.  

No matter how much experience or influence Peter gained, he never thought himself beyond the need to pray 
and seek the Lord’s guidance.  Relying on the Holy Spirit to lead him, he prayed before speaking or acting to 
make sure that what he thought was probably God’s will actually was His will (40).  He knew and had wit-
nessed that God’s will wasn’t always for someone to be healed or even to live, but that God could work through 
hardship, difficulty, and even the death of His servants.  This total dependence on God through prayer was 
something He’d learned from Jesus.  

Read Luke 5:15-16, 6:12-13, 11:1-4.

Even though He was the Son of God the Father, even though He Himself was God, Jesus didn’t ever run ahead 
of the Holy Spirit or act on His own, but sought the Lord’s will in every decision that He made, making a con-
scious effort to pull away and talk to God as often as possible, especially when the pressures of His assignment 
pressed in. 

What about you?  Is your prayer life worth imitating?  

What role does prayer play in your ministry to others?  

Do you listen when you pray?  

Does your prayer life suffer or grow stronger when the pressures of life and ministry press in?   

 



Day Five: Unbiased
Read Acts 10.  

Up to this point, the apostles had not taken the Gospel to the Gentiles, people the Jews considered unclean be-
cause they were not Jewish.  They had taken the Gospel to the Samaritans, a people group that had resulted from 
Jews intermarrying with foreigners with different religious beliefs and practices.  That in itself was probably 
quite a stretch for them, but inviting the Gentiles to join God’s family must have really stung.  The Jews were 
God’s chosen people, after all, and had spent centuries working to meet the requirements of God’s law passed 
down to them through Moses, and the Gentiles had never made any effort to please God as far as they could tell. 

Even so, Peter followed Jesus’ example.  Trusting God’s wisdom, He put aside cultural bias and preached a 
simple Gospel message to the members of Cornelius’ household. The Holy Spirit, having already prepared the 
hearts of those present to receive that message, did the rest, moving in a mighty way and advancing the King-
dom through Peter’s obedience.  

Read Luke 5:29-32, 7:36-50, 19:1-10.

Over and over again, Jesus shocked both his followers and His enemies by spending time with people they ei-
ther considered unworthy of love and respect or assumed wouldn’t respond to His message.  Through His words 
and actions, Jesus proved that the Gospel was for all people, no matter their background.   

Jesus engaged culture without bias or fear, not forcing His message on anyone, but giving time and attention to 
anyone and everyone who showed interest in what He had to say.  He didn’t play favorites or let the opinions 
of others influence Him, but served everyone equally, proving that God’s love is based not on the merit of the 
receiver, but on the noble intentions of the Giver. 

What about you? Which people group do you find most difficult to engage and love?  Why?  

Is there a limit to the amount of love you are willing to show people who aren’t like you? 

Do you let the biases and opinions of others keep you from loving others the way God expects you to?  



Weekend Review
Spend a few prayerful moments looking back over your answers to this week’s questions, then answer the ques-
tions below.  If you participate in a mentoring relationship, you may want to use your answers as a basis for 
future discussion. 

What progress have you made in reaching the goals you set last week?  

In what way(s) were you encouraged by this week’s studies?  

In what way(s) were you challenged by this week’s studies?   

What successes can you celebrate?  

What errors do you need to correct?

What habits do you need to develop?  

What habits do you need to eliminate?   

What potential do you need to reach?   

What conversations do you need to have?  

Where do you go from here?  Add to the game plan.  Continue to make notes as you progress.  



Week Six:
The Next Campaign

Day One: Encouraged
Read Acts 12:1-19. 

Although Stephen had already been martyred, James was the first of the apostles to be martyred, proving to 
the members of the early Church that no one was immune to or above paying the ultimate price for their faith.  
Peter, having been one of Jesus’ inner three along with James, had no reason to believe that he would escape the 
fate James had suffered. Nonetheless, he slept soundly the night before his scheduled execution.  

Peter was not afraid.  Having witnessed or at least heard about the glorious spectacle of Stephen’s death and 
having experienced for himself the power of the Holy Spirit to accomplish the impossible on many occasions, 
Peter trusted in God’s wisdom and ability to either deliver or sustain, whichever the situation called for. 

Peter knew the Church was praying.  He’d probably taught them to pray.  When the angel set him free, he hur-
ried to let them know their prayers had been answered.  When Peter showed up, those who’d been praying for 
him were surprised.  Some might argue that their surprise indicated a lack of faith, but that’s probably not true.  
We don’t know what they’d been praying, only that they’d been praying for Peter.  If they had asked God for 
Peter’s release, then God answered them with a yes, a fact that suggests their prayers were offered in faith (Matt 
21:22).  However, it’s more likely they’d been praying as they’d been taught, that God’s will would be done 
(Matt 6:10), and were just surprised that God’s will included Peter’s release so soon after including James’s 
death.  Either way, their prayers, offered in faith, had proven effective.  

Peter’s letting them know he was safe was wise, as it would encourage them to continue praying even in the 
darker days ahead.  

Read 1 Peter 4:7.  

Understanding that what had been accomplished in and through the early Church was the work of the Holy 
Spirit in response to prayer, Peter urges believers to make prayer a priority.  Knowing that effective prayer 
requires discipline and effort, he tells believers to keep their heads clear and thoughts ordered so they can com-
municate with God effectively. 

What about you? Do you trust God to move on your behalf?  Are you willing to submit to His wisdom when His 
plan doesn’t match yours? 

Do you pray to get God to do what you want or to bring your will in line with His?  

Are those who depend on your prayers wise to do so?  



Day Two: Humble
Read Acts 12:20-24.  

No matter what, God will be glorified.  Even now, He’s working all things, good and bad, together for the 
purpose of His will, His glory (Eph 1:11), and we have a choice.  We can glorify God through our humility and 
obedience, proclaim Him to be the One True God worthy of reverence and fear by our actions, and so enjoy 
fellowship with Him, or we can display arrogance and pride through our disobedience, giving God a perfect op-
portunity to prove His justice by dealing out the punishment we deserve. 

Herod chose the latter, paid for it, and the truth of the Gospel continued to advance, sparked by yet another 
unlikely catalytic event.  

Read Acts 10:24-26, 14:8-18.   

Peter and Paul, having met Jesus personally and having the Holy Spirit within them as a result of their faith, 
knew exactly Who God was and who they were not.  They refused to be worshipped.  For one thing, Peter and 
Paul loved Jesus too much and were too grateful for what He’d done to steal His glory.  Second, they knew 
the people they came in contact with needed a relationship with Jesus, not them.  Third, they feared God, and 
rightly so.  

Read Acts 14:19-22.  

Talk about a mixed response!  All Paul and Barnabas ever did was heal people, preach the Gospel, and en-
courage believers.  Sometimes it made them popular, and sometimes it made them unpopular, to put it mildly.  
Driven by a deep desire to see God’s Kingdom advance, they pressed on, neither letting positive responses swell 
their egos nor negative responses discourage or slow them down, and God continued to move through them, 
sparking life-change and revival in the wake of their obedience.  

What about you? Whose reputation concerns you most, yours or God’s?  

Do you leave people impressed with you or impressed with God? 

Are you a good steward with the attention you get?  

 



Day Three: Wise
Read Acts 15:1-21. 

Handled correctly, disputes that arise between believers can bring people together and refocus everyone on the 
overarching objective of our faith in Jesus Christ, the advancement of the truth of the Gospel for God’s ultimate 
glory.  

In this passage, a dispute had arisen between Jewish believers and Gentile believers.  Had they not put their 
faith in Jesus Christ and so found themselves in a state of mutual belonging and brotherhood, these two groups 
would never have had anything to do with each other.  The Jewish believers wanted the Gentile believers to be 
circumcised like they were. They believed that anyone with a consecrated heart ought to consecrate their body 
through circumcision as well, but the Gentile believers didn’t see the need.  As they understood it, the Gospel 
only required the consecration of their hearts and minds, not their bodies beyond what was necessary for holy 
living.  

After much discussion and consideration, Peter and James (the brother of Jesus, not the brother of John, who’d 
been martyred) addressed the Jewish Christians with wisdom and respect.  They urged the Jewish believers not 
to burden their Gentile siblings by asking them to do extra things to please the Jews, but to guide the Gentiles 
into purity by asking them instead not to do things that would discourage or distract the Jews and/or hinder their 
own worship, making it easier for all of them to coexist and thrive.  

Peter and James encouraged all believers toward mutual edification for the sake of the Gospel and the good of 
the Kingdom, freeing them to run ahead in the pursuit of their calling instead of stumbling or stalling out over 
preoccupation with pleasing others and being pleased.

Read Acts 15:36-41.  

Sometimes, brothers and sisters in Christ with different opinions, methodologies, and/or interpretations of 
events have to agree to disagree and move on for the sake of the Kingdom.  This passage chronicles one of 
those situations.  Paul and Barnabas had history together and were very close.  Remember, Barnabas had gone 
out on a limb for Paul early on and convinced the apostles that his conversion was sincere.  However, the two 
disagreed on how to handle John Mark’s failure to follow through on a previous assignment.  

Barnabas wanted to give John Mark a second chance, but Paul was unwilling to give John Mark that second 
chance.  Having the Kingdom in mind, Barnabas wanted to restore a brother and give him the opportunity to 
grow through service.  Also having the Kingdom in mind, Paul didn’t want to risk being short-handed for the 
work God had called them to if John Mark backed out again.  

Unable to reach an agreement on how to disciple John Mark after his mistake, Paul and Barnabas chose dif-
ferent partners, parted ways, and continued to advance truth. They may have disagreed on how to handle this 
particular situation, but they agreed that God’s Kingdom was their first priority and chose not to allow personal 
differences to shift their focus or slow their momentum. Before his death, Paul would summon John Mark to 
him, giving us reason to believe that their relationship survived this disagreement/conflict. 

What about you?  Which do you care about most, preserving unity in the Church or winning arguments?

Are you a peacemaker or a pot stirrer?  Does the way that you handle conflict glorify God?  

Are you more interested in setting people free to pursue their calling or bringing them in line? 



Day Four: Compelled
Read Acts 17:15-34.  

Burdened by the darkness and ignorance around him, Paul could not be silent, but advanced the truth of the 
Gospel everywhere he went.  

For the most part, the Athenians were open to the Gospel message.  In fact, they were so willing to believe any 
and every ideology that came along that they’d made an altar ‘to an unknown god,’ pretty much inviting anyone 
who claimed to know something to insert the name of the god they worshipped.  Paul accepted this invitation, 
but rather than giving the Athenians one more thing to believe in, he preached the Gospel of the One True God.  

Paul urged the Athenians to rely on Jesus alone for salvation and to repent, or turn away from their sin and other 
gods.  It was this call to action, this call to practical application of belief through faith, that made some of the 
Athenians angry.  They were willing to add Jesus to their belief system, but unwilling to abandon all else for 
Him. 

Faced with the reluctance of some to respond appropriately to the Gospel message, Paul did not change it, 
belabor the point, or beg people to put their faith in Jesus Christ.  He simply let the truth of his Gospel mes-
sage speak for itself, left the results up to the Holy Spirit, and continued to advance, just as Jesus and the other 
apostles had before him.  Those who put their faith in Jesus Christ alone were saved and repented.  Those who 
did not, were not.  

Read Mark 1:14-15, Luke 5:32. 

From the very beginning of His ministry, Jesus’ Gospel message included a call to repentance, not just good 
behavior, but complete change brought about by the power of the Holy Spirit as a result of sincere faith in Jesus 
Christ.  He didn’t tell people to be good so they might be saved, but invited them to be saved so they might be 
made new. 

What about you?  Are you so burdened by the darkness and ignorance around you that you feel compelled to 
share the Gospel with people? 

Do you present Jesus as the One True God or one option among many?  Do you preach belief or repentance?  

Do you call people to goodness or transformation?  



Day Five: Visionary
Read Acts 18:24-28.  

Apollos was an intelligent, charismatic guy, the kind of man who commanded attention, held it, and left those 
who paid it glad they had.  Just when members of the Church could have begun to grow weary and stagnate, he 
burst on the scene with passion and vigor, undeniably equipped by the Holy Spirit with the kind of spiritual gifts 
most people wish they had.  

Had they allowed jealousy to get in the way, believers who had been involved in the Church from the start, 
understood the Gospel more fully, had more practical experience, or had proven their faithfulness through suf-
fering could have taken issue with Apollos.  They could have discredited him for his lack of knowledge and 
inexperience.  They could have ended his ministry, but they didn’t.  

Looking past their own interests, Priscilla and Aquila, believers with connections and a certain claim to fame in 
the early Church as Paul’s close friends, chose instead to invest in Apollos, teach him what he was lacking, and 
set him free to advance the truth of the Gospel in ways they were not specifically equipped by the Holy Spirit to 
do. Instead of squelching his passion, they fueled it, and God’s Kingdom continued to advance through Apollos’ 
skillful handling of the truth.   

Read 1 Peter 4:10-11 and 2 Peter 1:3-15. 

Peter was a visionary. Like Jesus, he understood that God would continue to move after his time on earth was 
through, the salvation experience of each new follower of Christ a catalytic event in and of itself that would 
continue to propel the Gospel forward as they grew and obeyed. Peter could have used that knowledge as an ex-
cuse to bow out and retire once he’d done what most people would have considered ‘enough’ for the Kingdom.  
He could have left the going and doing and telling to others like Apollos, but he didn’t.  

Day by day, year by year, Peter continued to advance truth, whether others shared his passion, enthusiasm, and 
vision or not, so those whom God had chosen would come to faith in Jesus Christ and carry the torch once he 
was called home.  

Peter, like Priscilla and Aquila, understood that he bore a responsibility beyond evangelism to train and equip 
those whose Kingdom assignments would carry them outside and beyond his immediate scope of influence.  He 
used every bit of the time he was given to help others grow spiritually and to teach them to use their spiritual 
gifts so they wouldn’t become ineffective in their faith or hinder in any way the movement of God in the world 
around them.   

What about you?  Are you content with the spiritual gifts God has given you?  Do you use them to their full 
potential?  

Do you encourage others to live up to their full potential for the good of the Kingdom? 

Are you making the most of the time God has given you here on earth?  

Is the Church helped or hindered in its quest to advance truth by your current type and level of investment?



Weekend Review 
Spend a few prayerful moments looking back over your answers to this week’s questions, then answer the ques-
tions below.  If you participate in a mentoring relationship, you may want to use your answers as a basis for 
future discussion. 

What progress have you made in reaching the goals you set last week?  

In what way(s) were you encouraged by this week’s studies?  

In what way(s) were you challenged by this week’s studies?   

What successes can you celebrate?  

What errors do you need to correct?

What habits do you need to develop?  

What habits do you need to eliminate?   

What potential do you need to reach?   

What conversations do you need to have?  

Where do you go from here?  Add to last week’s game plan.  Continue to make notes as you progress.  




