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   DEDICATION 
 

This issue of 

THE OKLAHOMA BAPTIST CHRONICLE 
is dedicated to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
James Klee Hawkins, PhD 

 

 
It is a joy and privilege for me to dedicate, this, my final Chroni-
cle, to my only sibling, my brother Klee.  He was born the day 
before my 10th birthday and no 10 year old ever had a better 
birthday present.  I have proudly watched him grow up to be a 
fine Christian, Deacon in Southern Baptist churches and effec-
tive teacher in middle and high schools and college.  I was best 
man at his marriage to a committed Christian lady, Ruth Wilker-
son.  I  rejoiced with them in the birth of two sons, Grant Allen 
and Bradley Scott, and most recently in the birth of their first 
granddaughter, Raney Caroline.  His love for and care for his 
family, our Dad and Mother, and me and my family is without 

equal and certainly deserves this recognition!    
 

Marlin Hawkins 
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William G. Tanner, Belton, Texas; 

Given by Marlin & Patsy Hawkins 

 

Mrs. Carrell Hooper, Durant; 

Given by J.M. & Helen Gaskin 

 

 
 

Mightily Blessed... 
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Carleen Jones, Oklahoma City;  

Given by Marlin and Patsy Hawkins 

 

Thelma Townsend, Oklahoma City; 

Given by Marlin and Patsy Hawkins 

 

Lawrence Van Horn, Oklahoma City; 

Given by Marlin and Patsy Hawkins 

 

Bob Burrows, Amarillo, Texas; 

Given by Marlin and Patsy Hawkins 

 

John D. Riggs, Durant; 

Given by J.M. Gaskin 

 

Dick Lovelady, Bethany; 

Given by Marlin & Patsy Hawkins 

 

Jim Glaze, Montgomery, Alabama; 

Given by Marlin & Patsy Hawkins 

 

Margie Ball, Claremore; 

Given by Lemuel Ball 

 

James Ball, Claremore; 

Given by Lemuel Ball 

 

Virginia Ann Fry, Claremore; 

Given by Lemuel Ball 

 

Todd Sheldon, Dallas, Texas; 

Given by the Historical Commission 

 

Todd Sheldon, Dallas, Texas; 

Given by Marlin & Patsy Hawkins 
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Memorial Gifts 
 

          On September 8, 1998 by vote of the Historical Commis-

sion, a memorial fund was established whereby a gift of $25 or 

more may be made to the Gaskin Historical Archives and Li-

brary Forever Fund in memory of a deceased relative or friend. 

 

 

Joseph Alexander Gaskin, Cartersville; 

Given by J. M. Gaskin 

 

George Hill, Coalgate; 
Given by Margaret Hill 

 

George Hill, Coalgate; 

Given by J. M. Gaskin 

 

Nadean Justice, Oklahoma City; 

Given by J. M. Gaskin 

 

Murray Leath, Plano, Texas; 

Given by Marlin and Patsy Hawkins 

 

Clara Luedecke, Weatherford, Texas; 

Given by Marlin and Patsy Hawkins 

 

Robert Mackey, Durant; 

Given by Mrs. Robert Mackey 

 

John H. Morton, Durant; 

Given by Bill J. Morton 

 

Emma L. Shoemate Morton, Durant; 

Given by Bill J. Morton 
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In the May 6, 2003 Commission meeting Lemuel Ball, J. M. 
Gaskin, and I were appointed as the Oklahoma Baptist Hall of 
Fame, Vol. 1 committee.  I served as Editor, and with a lot of 
help from Freida Sheldon, Bettie Moore, others, we finished the 
job and one of the things I am most proud of is that book.  In 
addition to the 100 monographs, we included a monograph of 
Dr. J. M. Gaskin under the title of “J. M. Gaskin, Oklahoma 
Baptist Statesman Award 2004.”  I never expect to write or edit 
another book, but I am thankful I had the opportunity to work on 
and edit this one. 
 
There are still things that Dr. Gaskin recommended that I have 
not been able to finish.  Hopefully my successor will take these 
things and finish them up. 
 
In closing, I want to thank Dr. Jordan for asking me to take this 
responsibility, I thank Dr. Gaskin for his patience and under-
standing as he mentored me in this work, I thank Mrs. Gaskin 
for being such a great hostess through the years, I thank the 
many of you who have served on the Historical Commission 
and as officers of the Historical Society, I want to doubly thank 
Bettie Moore and Freida Sheldon who had to put up with my 
forgetfulness, mistakes, and failures which probably made their 
responsibilities harder than they were already, and finally, I 
want to thank and praise the Lord Jesus Christ who in my 72 
years has led and directed my footsteps and because of His 
leadership I have been… 

MIGHTILY BLESSED…AND DIVINELY FAVORED! 
 
 

Marlin Hawkins 

September 29, 2007 
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Clyde Clayton Jr. 

Inducted 2006 
 

Clyde Clement Clayton Jr. was born March 30, 1921, in 

Houston, Texas, the son of Clyde C. Sr., and Willie Vivian 
(Cox) Clayton.  His parents were ac-
tive in South Main Church, Houston, 
where Clyde was saved and baptized 
at 10 years of age. 
 
He attended public school in Houston 
and received his BA degree from Bay-
lor University in the class of 1942.  
While his parents owned and operated 
a very profitable tire business and 
franchise, a place where Clyde could 
have been handed a very profitable 
career, when Clyde at an early age 
felt the call of the Lord to enter the ministry, he never hesitated.  
He earned the Master of Theology degree from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 
 
Ordained to the ministry by South Main Church, Houston, and 
prior to coming to Oklahoma, Clayton pastored four rural 
churches in central and east Texas.  In 1945, he was called as 
associate pastor of First Church, Norman, serving under the 
leadership of Dr. E. F. Hallock.  
 
Two additional significant events happened in 1945.  Evanna 
Marti, a professional artist, graduated from Oklahoma Universi-
ty and was employed as a professional artist with the Baptist 
Sunday School Board, now known as Lifeway Christian Re-
sources.  Her parents that same year moved to Norman and 
joined First Baptist Church where Clyde was on staff.   
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When Evanna came to visit her parents in 1946, she met Clyde 
and the “love bug” landed on both of them.  On May 12, 1947, 
Clyde and Evanna were married.  They had two daughters, Re-
becca Lynn (1949-2002) and Carol Jane (1952- ). 
 
On October 1, 1947, Clyde was employed by the Baptist Gen-
eral Convention of Oklahoma to work with the Department of 
Religious Education as associate to E. W. Westmoreland in 
Sunday School and Training Union work.  The story of Clyde 
Clayton would not be complete without recognizing his humor 
and amazing ability to use stories to make his point in various 
Sunday School and Training Union conferences. 
 
Dr. J. M. Gaskin, Historical Secretary Emeritus, shared this sto-
ry Clyde used in his Sunday School conferences.  Clyde said 
when he was invited to preach at a church and then taken 
home by one of the members for lunch, he always knew wheth-
er or not the lady of the house was really prepared for compa-
ny.  If she served vanilla wafers and canned peaches, he knew 
she wasn’t!  He said, “If you as a Department Director are not 
properly prepared to open Sunday School or as a teacher have 
not carefully prepared to teach your lesson, what you are doing 
is serving your members ‘vanilla wafers and canned peaches.’” 
 
In January 1958, Baptist Student work, which had been a part 
of the Music Department, was assigned to Religious Education 
with Clyde Clayton named to direct the work.  On June 1, 1968, 
a separate department of Student Work was established with 
Clyde Clayton elected secretary. 
 
Clayton’s deep feeling for Baptist Student Work was revealed 
in the following quotes from his article entitled “Baptist Student 
Union” which was published in The Oklahoma Baptist Chroni-
cle Spring 1974 issue.   
 
“Capture the mind and heart of leadership among youth. You’ve got 
future. Astute men have acted on this premise.  Frank Leavell was an 
astute man.  In the twenties he nudged Southern Baptists to ponder a 
field ‘white unto harvest.’  A few pondered.  Some sensed the princi-
ple.  BSU was born . . . But newborn BSU was born a most modest 
infant.  Less perceptive leadership on the BSU scene would have 

shed few tears had the infant perished.  It survived, and in the south-
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pared a detailed Recommendation Form for the OBHF,  and 
prepared and Annual Timetable for the OBHF. 
 
When Pastor Alva Smith of the Rock Spring Baptist Church (a 
plains Indian Baptist Church north of Anadarko) said he would 
like to see his church named as a “Historical Site,” I wrote a 
Purpose Statement for Oklahoma Baptist Historical Sites and 
the Historical Commission approved it.  Brother Smith’s church 
was the first one to be so named. 
 
Back in 2002, someone suggested that we have a Gaskin Ar-
chives committee to oversee the care for and operation of the 
Gaskin Archives.  I prepared a 12 point proposed listing of re-
sponsibilities for that committee and we are still in the process 
of refining that list. 
 
As you know, to be elected to the Oklahoma Baptist Hall of 
Fame, you must have been dead for 15 years.  As I became 
more and more acquainted with the work and ministry of Dr. J. 
M. Gaskin through the years continuing to this very day, I be-
gan to think of a way we could better recognize and appreciate 
him while he is still alive.  With that in mind I drew up a recom-
mendation for an Oklahoma Baptist Statesman Award, the His-
torical Commission approved it and we awarded Dr. Gaskin 
that recognition on March 18, 2004. 
 
In the March 13, 2001 meeting of the Historical Commission, 
Dr. Gaskin suggested the possibility of publishing a book with 
the title Oklahoma Baptist Hall of Fame, Vol. 1.  Then on March 
12, 2002 the Historical Commission appointed Lemuel Ball, Dr. 
Gaskin and me to review and revise the guidelines for what 
was then called “The Oklahoma Baptist Honor Roll.” 
 
In the September 12, 2002 meeting, we made our report which 
among other things changed the name of the program to 
“Oklahoma Baptist Hall of Fame.”  Also at that meeting, Dr. 
Gaskin suggested that we attempt to induct enough people so 
that by 2006 we would have inducted 100, to coincide with the 
Convention’s celebration of its founding 100 years ago.  With 
all the other work we were doing, I just did not believe we could 
get a book done. 

Mightily Blessed... 



The Oklahoma Baptist Chronicle 

52 

ing with Dr. Gaskin.  He had served as Historical Secretary for 
45 years, had studied our history, and had written 21 books 
about our history.  He started with the basics of how shelving of 
books should be done, how books should be classified, etc.  I 
have brought with me this Doctor of Oklahoma Baptist History 
certificate.  Let me read it to you.   
 
“The Honorary Degree of Doctor of History has been conferred 
on William Marlin Hawkins for outstanding contributions to Bap-
tist History in Oklahoma by the criteria established and upon 
the authority of the Gaskin Baptist History Institute, a non-
traditional educational institution having no catalog, no campus, 
no endowment, no degree curriculum and no other guarantees 
except for rights of the recipient to display on the office wall for 
bragging purposes.  Given under our hand and seal on the 6th 
day of October, 2005 (which happened to be my 70th birthday).  
Signed by J. M. Gaskin, Th.B., D.D., Litt.D., LL.D, President, 
Professor of History and by Helen Gaskin, Vice-President, Re-
ceptionist, Music Director, and Chef.” 
 
Many times during these seven years I would leave Oklahoma 
City at 6 AM, and arrive at the Gaskin’s home in Durant at 9 
AM.  Mrs. Helen Gaskin would always have a hot cup of coffee, 
some kind of homemade cinnamon roll to go with the coffee, 
beautiful, scented lighted candles all over the house and a 
roaring fire in the fireplace.  We would spend the first 30 or 45 
minutes visiting about what was going on in the Baptist world, 
their church, and our families.   Then Dr. Gaskin would begin 
his “lecture” and I would take notes all day long!  A majority of 
times, Mrs. Gaskin would fix our lunch (more like an evening 
dinner) and what wonderful, delicious food and desserts she 
would prepare.  In many ways, that was always the high point 
of my visit! 
 
As I began to get better acquainted with my responsibilities, I 
found some organizational needs that would better help us per-
form our work in a more orderly fashion.  I updated and revised 
the Oklahoma Baptist Hall of Fame (OBHF)  Purpose State-
ment, revised and changed the Guidelines for the OBHF, pre-
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west particularly is a significant mission instrument.” 

 
No longer in this position at the time this article was written, 
Clayton concluded, “Do I miss student work today?  Oh, yes!  
Would I return to it today?  Oh, no!  Oklahoma BSU has never 
been in better hands.  Bob Lee is a master as a state student 
leader. 
 
“Of course the Claytons aren’t really out of BSU.  Our younger 
daughter is missions chairman of the BSU and president of the 
College Cabinet in her university community church.” 
 
Dr. J. M. Gaskin, editor of this Spring 1974 issue of The Chron-
icle added this editor’s note: “‘Clayton says, ‘This article of 
“ramblings” would be considered more in the form of memoirs 
than history,’” but,’ Gaskin continues, “I have used it just as 
Clyde wrote it, for it gives meaningful insights into certain facts 
of Baptist Student Union work which are too often overlooked 
by the serious historian.” 
 
Clayton had served 10 years in the religious education depart-
ment prior to his 13 years of heading up BSU work when the 
Board of Directors of the BGCO on May 18, 1971 appointed 
him Business Director.  As Business Director Clayton was 
placed in charge of the convention accounting office, central 
services, building maintenance, insurance, and all physical 
properties of the convention including the Baptist Building and 
Falls Creek Assembly.   
 
The writer was serving as Minister of Education and Admin-
istration at First Church, Duncan, when on August 26, 1975, a 
call came from Clyde Clayton in the Baptist Building.  That call 
resulted in my meeting with he and Dr. Joe L. Ingram at Falls 
Creek on Friday, August 29, 1975, and being hired as Director 
of Accounting.  The following eight years were some of the 
happiest I had ever spent in my life, walking with, listening to, 
being supervised by Clyde Clayton. 
 
It was my joy to dedicate the Spring 2002, 50th Anniversary of 
the Historical Commission issue of The Oklahoma Baptist 
Chronicle to Clyde Clayton with these words: “Clyde Clayton, 

Clyde Clayton 
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while a small man in physical stature, was a giant of a man, 
spiritually and administratively! . . . although he was my boss 
until his untimely retirement in 1983, he was much more my 
friend, confidant, and teacher.  It is a pleasure to pay respect to 
the remembrance of this great man by dedicating this special 
issue of the Chronicle to him!” 
 
At the time of his retirement in 1983, Baptist Messenger Editor 
Richard McCartney wrote an editorial entitled “One Last Thing, 
Clyde.”  Below are selected quotes from that article. 
 
“ . . . we’re beginning to discover what Clyde Clayton did these past 
12 years.  It will take five of us to cover all of his responsibilities and 
we’re still finding things he was doing.  Marlin Hawkins assumes that 
title Clyde vacated and will handle accounting, insurance and building 
management chores.  Frances Grafton and Laddie Adams will as-
sume responsibilities for the two mission encampments, Nunny-Cha-
ha and Camp Hudgens, Harry Dodd, resident manager until now, will 
direct all of the work related to Falls Creek Assembly and I will over-
see the convention’s printing and mailing services in addition to the 
Baptist Messenger. 
 
“I wonder how in the world such a small man managed to look after 
so many different jobs without appearing to get his feathers ruffled.  
Clyde is one of those unique individuals who could have made a 
great juggler in the circus.  Those guys who can keep five billiard 
balls, two plates and three Indian clubs in the air without dropping one 
or getting hit on the head are amazing.  That’s the kind of person 
Clyde Clayton is.” 
 

It is this writer’s belief that it was this exceptionally heavy load 
that led to Clyde’s early death by heart attack on April 14, 1989 
at only 68 years of age. 
 
To quote from Dr. J. M. Gaskin again, “I never heard one word 
of criticism of Clyde Clayton.  He had a great sense of humor 
and every time I met him, he would greet me with a big smile, 
shake hands, and say, ‘You are doing a great work!’” 
 
Many times when we were traveling to a meeting or out eating 
together, I would say “This was a good Meeting” or “This is a 
delicious meal,” and Clyde would invariably answer, “Yes, this 
is our lucky day!”  From the day I first met him in 1975 until the 
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the Foreign Mission Board (now IMB), the Home Mission Board 
(now NAMB), to the six seminaries, and other activities sup-
ported through the Cooperative Program. 
 
So, for those churches who sent us their Cooperative Program 
contributions on a weekly basis, their money was on the field, 
working for the Lord in some ten to twelve days after they gave 
it on Sunday.  Many times older, faithful members of the church 
would come by me after the service and say, “That’s the first 
time I really understood how our money was handled.”  They 
were so happy to learn about this and for me…I was mightily 
blessed….divinely favored! 
 
As I planned for retirement in 2000, Dr. Jordan came to me in 
late 1999 and asked if I would like to work on a part-time basis 
as Historical Secretary, overseeing the Dr. J. M. Gaskin Histori-
cal Library and Archives.  I accepted this offer. 
 
As I began to think of this responsibility, I was a little worried.  I 
thought to myself I have always liked to look and plan ahead 
and I’m not sure about this spending time on looking back…on 
history.  One Sunday night on the way to church as I thought 
about this, the Lord spoke to my heart with this thought, 
“Looking to the Future, through the Eyes of the Past!”  I quickly 
pulled to the side of the road and wrote this down before it got 
away from my memory!  And at my very first Historical Com-
mission meeting I asked the Commissioners to adopt this as a 
theme for our work.  The voted it and on all letterheads, enve-
lopes, etc., we have printed, “Looking to the Future through the 
Eyes of the Past!” 
 
Now, I had an enormous amount of things to learn related to 
this work.  Bettie Moore was secretary and took me under her 
wing.  After Bettie retired, Freida Sheldon took this job.  After a 
short bit of time with Bettie, she had to look, study, and dig to 
keep up with all that goes on.  May I add at this point, she has 
done a splendid job and will be invaluable to the next leader of 
this work. 
Almost immediately I drove to Durant and entered the “Gaskin 
Baptist History Institute” the name we gave to my time of train-

Mightily Blessed... 
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and turned to leave the table she said, “I’ve been wondering 
what this was.”  I guess to this day she believes that! 
 
Clyde was in the hospital the last time is saw him shortly before 
his death.  As I turned to leave his hospital room, Clyde said, 
“Come back to see me Doctor.”  Of course I answered, “I will 
Doctor.”  I fully expect when I walk through the gates of heav-
en, one of the people I will see will be Clyde and he will certain-
ly say, “Glad you made it Doctor!”  
 
Just as a side note, I was presented an honorary Doctor of Di-
vinity degree by the American Christian College and Seminary 
on May 7, 2005.  But since that university lost its accreditation 
shortly after that, I have never said much about it. 
 
As Director of Accounting/Business Director/Controller I was 
responsible for many areas besides just the accounting.  I su-
pervised the Falls Creek accounting office during the summer 
assemblies, was Treasurer of the Baptist Building Federal 
Credit Union, Assistant Treasurer of the Baptist Building Corpo-
ration, responsible for the property and casualty insurance on 
all convention properties excluding OBU, responsible for the 
personnel life and health insurance, scheduled the display lo-
cations for the state convention, and trained Association Clerks 
in the preparation of the uniform church letter (now called An-
nual Church Profile). 
 
Of all those responsibilities, one of the high lights of my service 
those 25 years, was when I participated in what was then 
called World Mission Conferences.  I loved to explain how we 
furnished every church in Oklahoma a pre-printed form on 
which they could list their contributions to Cooperative Program 
and other major ministries of the convention. 
 
I would tell how every Friday, the Income Clerk would tell the 
Accounts Payable Clerk how many Cooperative Program dol-
lars we had received for that week.  The Accounts Payable 
clerk would prepare and mail a check to the Executive Commit-
tee in Nashville for 40% (the percentage for most of my years 
of work) of the total dollars.  The Executive Committee would 
get that check and the next week would distribute this money to 
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day I walked out of his room at Baptist Hospital shortly before 
his death in 1989, my walk with, beside, and behind Clyde 
Clayton was indeed “my lucky day!” 

 
Submitted by Marlin Hawkins 
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As I drove home after that meeting I was so excited and thrilled 
that I was getting to be a part of this great organization and all 
the many ministries.  A full moon was out and as I drove home 
I prayed a simple prayer, “Lord, I feel a need to either get my 
Masters degree in Accounting or obtain a Certified Public Ac-
countant license.  If you will just open the door I’ll go through it.  
Amen” 
 
The very next morning, in the mail was a letter from our Con-
vention Auditor telling me about the Becker CPA Review 
Course beginning in one week.  Immediately as I read the letter 
I felt like God was looking over my shoulder showing me the 
answer to my prayer offered just the night before. 
 
I did take the course.  It was rough.  I had been out of college 
16 years and there had been many changes.  I took out my lit-
tle pocket New Testament and wrote “CPA” beside James 1:5. 
I recognize I was taking some poetic license in claiming the 
promise of that verse, but it worked.  I took the test and passed 
all four parts of the CPA exam the first time.  To God be the 
Glory…..yes, I was mightily blessed…and certainly divinely fa-
vored! 
 
When I came to the Baptist Building, I never saw so many 
“Doctors;” Dr. Ingram, Dr. Lackey, Dr. Roberts, Dr. Bonham, 
Dr. Jordan, then serving on the Board of Directors, etc.  So 
Clyde Clayton, Harry Dodd (Falls Creek Manager) and I decid-
ed we also should be “Doctors!”  Clyde who was very small in 
stature was Little Doctor, Harry was Falls Creek Doctor, and I 
was Money Doctor. 
 
Going into the Skirvin Hotel restaurant one day, the hostess 
escorted us to a table and asked if that table was alright.  Clyde 
turned to me and said, “Is this ok with you, Doctor?” to which I 
answered, “Yes Doctor, this is fine.”  A waitress immediately 
walked up and pulled a bottle of pills from her apron and said, 
“Pardon me Doctors, but can you tell me what this medicine is 
for?”  Clyde immediately answered, “Yes, it is for ingrown toe-
nail.”  She said, “Oh Doctor, be serious.  What is this?”  Clyde 
said, “It’s Kektate Biazine.”  As she stuck it back in her apron 

Mightily Blessed... 
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had picked up that week’s copy of the Baptist Messenger and 
saw that the Accounting Director in the Baptist General Con-
vention of Oklahoma had resigned to go to the then Sunday 
School Board. 
 
Brother Lloyd wrote M.H. (for Marlin Hawkins) beside the an-
nouncement about the Accounting Director leaving.  He locked 
his office and walked down one flight of stairs when the Lord 
led him to go back to his office and write a recommendation to 
Dr. Joe Ingram, Executive Director-Treasurer.  He wrote that 
letter and mailed it. 
 
When he received the letter, Dr. Ingram asked Clyde Clayton, 
Business Director, to call me and discuss the Accounting Direc-
tor’s job with me and on Thursday of that week Patsy and I met 
with Clyde in Chickasha.  As we drove to Chickasha to meet 
Clyde, I said to her, “Honey, I believe God is opening a door of 
service for us today.”   And that He was!   
 
The next day on Friday morning I drove to Falls Creek, met 
with Clyde and Dr. Ingram, was offered the job, and on Sunday 
morning, eight days after Lloyd Jones wrote his letter, I stood 
before First Baptist, and resigned telling them that I was mov-
ing to Oklahoma City to become Director of Accounting for the 
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma.  Yes in-
deed…..Mightily Blessed, Divinely Favored! 
 
Effective October 1, 1975, I started my work as Director of Ac-
counting.  I could never have guessed the many blessings that 
would come my way during the 25 years I served in that posi-
tion; 1975-1983 as Director of Accounting, 1983-1987 as Busi-
ness Director, and 1987-2000 as Controller. 
 
On one Monday night in late 1976, I attended a convention 
meeting at First Baptist, Oklahoma City.  Dr. Ingram and Lyle 
Garlow spoke of the work of the Convention; other speakers 
included Lowell Milburn, Child Care; Bill Haggard, Religious 
Education; Bob Lee, Baptist Student Work; Laddie Adams 
Brotherhood; Abbie Louise Green, Woman’s Missionary Union; 
J. T. Roberts. Annuity and Ministerial Services; Tal Bonham, 
Evangelism; and others I may have missed. 
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Porter Wroe Routh 
Inducted 2006 

 

“By any means of measurement, 
Porter Routh is a giant in our 
Baptist land.”  That was the assess-
ment of Dr. J.M. Gaskin, then direc-
tor of history for the Baptist General 
Convention of Oklahoma, as Porter 
Wroe Routh advanced through 
leadership roles in the state, then 
the national levels of the denomina-
tion. 
 
“While I am intrigued by his mas-
sive build, I am equally awed that 
inside him there is a warmth of spir-
it.”  Gaskin continued “He has a 
ready smile, a gentle word, a kindly manner.” 
 
Through his  exceptional career, Routh displayed not only 
those characteristics, but also those of sound judgment, far-
sightedness, fairness, firmness, compassion, a solid foundation 
in the Word of God and a zealous desire to adhere to its teach-
ings. 
 
Routh was born July 14, 1911, into a family with an established 
religious character.  His father, Eugene C. Routh, was a South-
ern Baptist minister who served many years as editor of the 
Baptist Standard in Texas and later as editor of the Baptist 
Messenger in Oklahoma.  Porter was the fourth child in a family 
of three brothers and three sisters. 
 
He was graduated from Classen High School in Oklahoma City 
in 1929 and from Oklahoma Baptist University four years later 
with a bachelor of arts degree.  He later spent a year each at 
Southern Seminary in Louisville, the University of Missouri in 
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 Columbia and Peabody College in Nashville.  He received an 
honorary doctorate from OBU in 1951. 
 
Outside his denominational positions, Routh worked early in his 
career in freight accounting and as a reporter on two newspa-
pers.  He was on the teaching staff at OBU in the late 1930s.  
He became associate secretary in  the Sunday School and 
Training Union Department of the Baptist General Convention 
of Oklahoma in 1940, then served as secretary of Brotherhood 
and Promotion in 1942-43. 
 
He succeeded his father as editor of the Baptist Messenger in 
1944, holding that office for two years.  He then became secre-
tary in the Department of Survey and Statistics for the Baptist 
Sunday School Board and worked there for six years.  It was 
during that period that he was elected recording secretary of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 
 
In 1951, at the age of 40, Routh was elected executive secre-
tary of the executive committee of the SBC and began a 28-
year tenure historically remarkable in numerous respects.  
Some of these his accomplishments were listed by Albert C. 
McClellan, who was serving as associate executive secretary 
and director of program planning for the SBC executive com-
mittee.  Some of what McClellan credited to Routh is summa-
rized as follows: 
 
 +He strengthened the organization of the national con-
vention and its agencies; 
 +He revised the procedures of the executive committee, 
making it more open, limiting its functions while retaining its 
delegated authority, and strengthening its ties to the state con-
ventions; 
 +He created the Baptist Press and led to its becoming 
the greatest religious press service in the world; 
 +He brought about an awareness of the importance of 
public relations; 
 +He was a principal factor in the growth of support for 
the Cooperative Program, which increased seven-fold during 
his tenure; 
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that video and continue to give copies without charge along 
with related materials to all who ask.  Mike died in 1995 but his 
life and ministry lives on and through it all we were and are…
mightily blessed, divinely favored. 
 
Our other son Stacy likewise has blessed us with 4 beautiful 
grand children, 2 grandsons now 15 and 5, and 2 granddaugh-
ters now 12 and 2.  Of course, you might know they are the 
prettiest grandchildren to be found anywhere.  Again we were 
blessed and favored. 
 
Now, back to my work.  I was with Mobil Oil for 8 ½ years when 
they wanted me to move to New York City.  In the process of 
reviewing that offer, Jerry Allen the Controller of the Oil & Gas 
Division of Cabot Corporation in Pampa, Texas offered me a 
job there and I became Manager of Oil & Gas Accounting.   
 
We joined Central Baptist in Pampa.  One summer our church 
attended Glorieta Baptist Assembly Sunday School week.  It 
was there I began to feel a calling toward what I believed to be 
the Education Ministry.   After about 18 months of prayerfully 
seeking God’s will Patsy joined me in surrendering to that call. 
 
Dr. James W. (Bob) Evans, then pastoring First Baptist Church 
of Santa Fe, had been our pastor in Midland, Texas and hear-
ing about our decision, recommended me to Glorieta Baptist 
Conference Center as Office Supervisor.  A beautiful and won-
derful place to work.  But after just over 6 months there, God 
opened another door and I was called as Minister of Education 
and Administration at First Baptist, Duncan, Oklahoma.  On our 
way moving to Duncan, we stopped by Central Baptist and they 
ordained me to the ministry.  Yes, again mightily blessed and 
divinely favored. 
 
When things did not work out well there because of problems in 
the staff that existed before I came, I went to Lloyd Jones, Di-
rector of Missions for Mullins Association and told him I would 
very much appreciate it if he could feel led to recommend me 
to another place of service. 
One Saturday morning, Brother Jones went to his office then 
located on the 3rd floor of the First Baptist Church, Duncan.  He 
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27th we celebrated 47 years going to Sunday School together.  
Yes sir….mightily blessed, divinely favored! 
 
 I graduated in 1961 from Texas Tech with a Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration with an Accounting major.  Mobil Oil came 
to interview accountants, and from that interview I was offered 
a good job in Dallas.  At that time members of Beta Alpha Psi, 
the honorary accounting fraternity of which I was a member,  
were being offered a starting salary of $400 a month (this was 
in December, 1960), better students were offered $450 a 
month.  I asked for a starting salary of $475.  The interviewer 
said, “Mr. Hawkins, where did you get that salary?”  I told him 
that I had to work my way through college and much of my 
work was in bookkeeping and accounting, and I just felt if my 
experience wasn’t worth something, I should just go dig a ditch!  
He fell back in his chair and with a big laugh said he agreed 
with me and would offer me that!  Again…mightily blessed, di-
vinely favored. 
 
In 1964, Patsy and I decided to try to adopt a baby.  The door 
opened through some friends and on December 14, 1964, Wil-
liam Michael Hawkins was born.  What joy he brought to our 
home.  In 1967, another door opened and we adopted James 
Stacy Hawkins, born March 21, 1967.  Like Mike, he too 
brought us much joy.  Again…twice…mightily blessed, divinely 
favored. 
 
When Mike was in high school, he got off into homosexuality.  
Patsy and I were devastated.  We told Mike that we could nev-
er accept his lifestyle but he was our son and we would always 
pray for and love him.  By his own testimony, our unfailing love 
took him through and out of that way of living.  But, he discov-
ered he was HIV positive which later turned to full blown AIDS.   
 
After almost dying in 1991, God gave him back to us and for 
over three and a half years. Mike gave his testimony in church-
es, Baptist Student Unions, Glorieta, and in February before he 
died in July, he spoke to chapel at OBU.  When he finished, the 
students led in a standing ovation.  Personnel from the Home 
Mission Board spent a week with Mike and our family filming 
video called “Mike’s Story.”  We have given over 100 copies of 
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  +He was outspoken in support of a Christian approach 
to race relations; 
 +He was firm in insisting the rules of the SBC be fol-
lowed by its officers and agency executives. 
 
Routh was known to respect firmly established Baptist tradi-
tions, yet he could look to the future to plan and anticipate 
changes with a practical vision of the possibilities.  He appar-
ently had the knack of cutting to the heart of any problem and 
approaching its solution with directness and simplicity. 
 
Routh’s leadership abilities were widely respected and ad-
mired.  J.W. Storer, one-time SBC president and later head of 
the SBC Foundation, said of Routh, “Reason and calm judg-
ment, the qualities especially becoming to a leader, are so con-
spicuous in his life.  He thinks before he speaks, and having 
spoken, his thesis is well-founded, and his brethren have 
learned to trust him and follow the direction he suggests.” 
 
Storer said further that Rough was “a big man physically and a 
big man in spirit” and “in all phases of his life he is an exemplar 
of the way of Christian living.” 
 
Cited was his personal life, “as honorable and circumspect as 
any man’s could be.”  He and his wife, born Ruth Elizabeth 
Purtle, were married June 7, 1936, while still at OBU. Five chil-
dren were born to the couple.  Their home was called a “quiet 
kingdom of love and daily renewal.” 
 
Among Routh’s interests outside the denomination were the 
Boy Scouts of America and the American Bible Society.  He 
also served as a trustee for Belmont College and on the execu-
tive committee of the Baptist World Alliance.  He was strong in 
support of his local church. 
 
While Routh’s contributions to Baptist work are monumental, 
he impressed Dr. Gaskin with “things small as well as things 
great.”  Dr. Gaskin once wrote of Routh, “His knack for remem-
ber names, the warmth of his first-name greetings; his ever-
present willingness to share a bit of himself with everybody in 
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 the most pressing moments – these I call trademarks of a spir-
itual giant.” 
 
Routh died on November 7, 1987 at the age of 76 after having 
run his race with great success and having finished the course 
God had laid out for him.  By any means of measurement, Por-
ter Routh truly was a giant in our Baptist land. 
 
Submitted by Wayne Lane 
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nificant disability.  May God continue to bless him wherever he 
is today. 
 
The other young man had a very good speech on Prayer.  But 
someone had told him to stand still and hold his hands together 
(like a young lady singing a solo might do).  If he would have 
shook his fist and motioned as he said, “Prayer is a powerful 
source of strength,” he would have won.  But he didn’t and I did 
so I won.  In the run off that night, the young man from the 19-
20 age group won 1st and I won 2nd.  He chose to go to Glorieta 
and I represented Texas at Ridgecrest. 
 
Although I did not win at Ridgecrest, I had kind of a moral victo-
ry the morning after the contest.  I was walking across the 
grounds of Ridgecrest with the young man who had won, and a 
short, older lady stepped up in front of us and looking up at me 
she said, “Young man, weren’t you in the Speaker’s Tourna-
ment last night?”  I said that I was.  She said, “I just wanted to 
tell you how very much I enjoyed your speech.”  I told her thank 
you as she turned and walked away without evening speaking 
to the first place winner.  I couldn’t help get a kick out of that!  
 
Despite my not winning at Ridgecrest, God had a special mes-
sage for me while there.  Often folks had said to me, “Marlin 
you should be a preacher.”  I just replied that God has not 
called me.  One night a Ridgecrest they had a service to em-
phasize young people surrendering to special service.  I decid-
ed I would not move forward unless the Lord clearly spoke to 
me.  Remember, at this time I was working at Reese Air Force 
Base in a government job.  About half way through the invita-
tion the leader went to the microphone and said, “Now young 
people, don’t come forward if God does not call you.  He may 
want you in government service.”  I believe without a doubt that 
God sent Marlin Hawkins a telegram that night…just sit still!  
Again…mightily blessed, divinely favored! 
 
As already mentioned I was active in the Arnett Benson Baptist 
Church and sang in the choir.  One day the man sitting next to 
me said, “Marlin, my wife’s little sister is living with us, is kind of 
bashful, and we can’t get her to go to Sunday School.  Would 
you invite her?”  Well folks, I did, and she did, and last August 
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more time! 
 
After graduating from high school my folks moved to California 
for a few months.  My Grandmother (Dad’s mother) living in Elk 
City was old and needing help so rather than have Dad leave 
his good job in California, I suggested that I come back to Okla-
homa and stay with her.  I got a job with the Elk City Hatchery 
as Secretary and Bookkeeper.  It was my privilege to bring 
some joy and happiness to my grandmother for a few months 
until Dad & Mom returned to Oklahoma. 
 
That fall I began college at what was then Oklahoma A&M, but 
crop failures prevented my going further than one year.  I at-
tended Western Union school in Oklahoma City and was as-
signed to Lubbock, Texas.  I rode into Lubbock on a bus, with a 
suitcase and not much in it.   
 
After two months an opening came for me to go to work at 
Reese Air Force Base there in Lubbock.  At one point they of-
fered me a promotion to the accounting office if I would go to 
Texas Tech night school and take some accounting.  I did that, 
and continued to go to night school for the next three years. 
 
One day at the church I had joined, Arnett Benson Baptist, the 
music director’s wife gave me a brochure about the Young 
People’s Better Speaker tournament.  She told me she would 
like to see me enter.  A few weeks later, I wrote my speech on 
Faithfulness to Christ in His Church and went to the Lubbock 
Association contest.  Guess what, I won first…there was no 
other entries in my age group.  I was 20 and young people at 
that time were divided into three age groups: 16 & 17, 18 & 19, 
and 20-24.  
 
So we next went to the area wide contest at Plainview, Texas.  
Yep, I won first again…there was no one in my age group 
there.  Then off to the state contest at Tyler, Texas.  There my 
luck ran out.  In my age group there were two other young 
men.  One could not talk plain and had a very bad speech im-
pediment.  I have always thought of the faith and determination 
of that young man to enter a speaking contest with such a sig-
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signed to debate the coming election in which Adlai E. Steven-
son was the democrat candidate and Dwight D. Eisenhower 
was the republican candidate.  My Dad was a “Hoover” Demo-
crat so naturally I spoke for Stevenson and James for Eisen-
hower.  On Friday afternoon before the debate to be held the 
next Monday, I asked the teacher if we would be debating the 
issues of the campaign or the qualification of the candidates.  
He said we should debate the candidate’s qualifications. 
 
On Saturday, my folks took me to the county library in Cordell.  
I spent considerable time looking up the background of both 
Stevenson and Eisenhower.  On Monday I pointed out Steven-
son’s abilities and offices he had held, and then simply said, 
“And what can be said for Eisenhower.  He was just a military 
man and that’s all!”   
 
When the debate was finished, the teacher who apparently was 
a strong republican was mad and began to pace back and forth 
in front of me throwing one question after another at me.  After 
a great deal of time, he finally turned to the class and said, 
“One has debated the issues and one the qualifications of the 
men.  Which is the most important?”  Some answered, “the is-
sues!”  The teacher said well of course the issues are more im-
portant. 
 
I started to get up and remind him of my question the previous 
Friday but by this time he had berated me so much, I started to 
cry.  One of the boys said immediately to the teacher, “Marlin 
had the best speech and you just can’t take it!”  I was glad he 
spoke up but I was humiliated because I had cried in front of 
my class.  I can still see the dust behind our car as my Mom 
headed to the Superintendent’s house to tell him of the injus-
tice (in her estimation) of my treatment. 
 
A few days later, the Superintendent stopped me in the hallway 
of the school and asked, “Marlin, do you know what the test of 
a real man is?”  No sir, I answered.  He said, “When he is flat 
on the floor on his back, he can come up one more time.” That 
was excellent advice and many times over the years I have 
thought of that advice and have managed to come up one 
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who made the costumes for my parts in the plays. 
 
One Saturday morning when I was 10 years old, I was listening 
to the Back to the Bible program from Lincoln, Nebraska.  The 
speaker said, “If any of you boys and girls would like to ask Je-
sus into your heart, just place your hand on the radio and as I 
pray, you ask Jesus to come in.”  I did that and immediately 
went to the kitchen and told my Mom.  She was of course 
pleased and I was mightily blessed and divinely favored. 
 
Also that year, my Mom became pregnant and since I did not 
notice nor know why she was getting fatter, she decided to tell 
me.  The baby was due about my birthday so Mom asked me 
what I wanted for my birthday.  I told her a football.  She chick-
ened out on going further so she just said, ok, I’ll get you a 
football. 
 
I ran to our next door neighbor and said, “Mrs. Lynn, Mom just 
told me what I was going to get for my birthday!”  She was 
washing dishes and replied, “Oh that’s wonderful.  Do you want 
a little brother or a little sister?” 
 
“Little brother or little sister?  Mom told me I was going to get a 
football.”  Mrs. Lynn dropped her dishrag and ran to our house 
and said, “Oh Mrs. Hawkins, I think I’ve made a terrible mis-
take.”  So Mom went ahead and told me what was coming. 
 
Sure enough, on October 5th, 1945, the day before my 10th 
birthday, James Klee Hawkins was born.  The next morning, I 
got to go to the hospital and see my new little brother.  He is 
my only sibling but I love and appreciate him and his family so 
much.  He received his Ph.D. last May and Patsy and I attend-
ed his graduation.  Yes, mightily blessed and divinely favored!  
A wonderful, Christian brother! 
 
I attended and graduated from Dill City in 1953.  I was blessed 
with many fine, Christian teachers for which I am to this day 
thankful.  One of the best pieces of advice was given me by Bill 
Evans, the Superintendent.   
 
During the fall of my senior year, James Ellis and I were as-
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The Changing World of Baptist Polity 
 

 
 If one were to ask the average member of a local Bap-
tist church to explain Baptist polity, the most likely response 
would be a blank stare or a confused chuckle.  Many might 
brush it off as “politics,” or unimportant to church life, some-
thing that only pastors need to be concerned with, but in reality 
polity is very important to both individual believers and to the 
church bodies to which they belong.  Yet most Baptists do not 
see polity as important because they do not know what polity 
is.  Baptist author William M. Pinson, Jr. explains that “polity 
deals with how a people are organized or function according to 
what beliefs they hold.”1  This means that polity is a product of 
one’s beliefs – thus making it pertinent to every believer.  A 
study of the practice of polity in Baptist life shows that while 
traditional practices remain intact, developments in recent 
years show changes in the way Baptists are organized and 
governed.  Upon observing these transformations Baptists 
must decide whether they want to support these changes or 
fight to get back to their more traditional beliefs and practices.  
These changes within deep-rooted beliefs can be seen in vary-
ing degrees in the areas of church membership, the role of the 
pastor in church governance, and the cooperation of autono-
mous church bodies.   
 

Before talking about the structure and governance of 
the Baptist church, one must define what constitutes a Baptist 
church.  As Warren McWilliams points out in his article “The 
Church Seeks to Be Regenerate,” “Baptists have traditionally 
maintained the ideal of the pure church and rejected the notion 
of a mixed church, composed of believers and non-believers.”2  
For Baptists, a person cannot simply join the church – to be-
come a member a person must have had a personal experi-
ence with Christ, have made Him Lord of his/her life, and have 
been baptized by immersion as a believer.  McWilliams goes 
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on to state that this is why Baptists have always put so much 
emphasis on believers’ baptism – it helps to protect regenerate 
church membership.3 The formation of early churches supports 
this statement.  The first identifiable Baptist church, founded by 
John Smyth in Amsterdam in 1609, was founded on Smyth’s 
belief that believer’s baptism constituted a church.  Believing 
this, Smyth baptized himself and then proceeded to baptize the 
rest of the group, thus founding the first Baptist church. Like-
wise, the first Baptist church in America was founded on the 
idea that a true church consisted of a group of baptized believ-
ers.  This belief continues today, as evidenced by the 2000 
Baptist Faith and Message’s definition of the church as an, 
“autonomous local congregation of baptized believers, associ-
ated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel.” 4  

 
 Recently, however, there has been controversy among 
Baptists as to whether or not baptism should be required for 
church membership.  One of the most recent controversies in-
volved Henderson Hills, a Southern Baptist church located in 
Edmond, Oklahoma.  At the beginning of June 2006, the 
church’s board of elders announced that they would be taking a 
church-wide vote on whether or not to require baptism for 
church membership.5  Henderson Hills’ pastor Dennis Newkirk 
explained that while their church did believe that the New Tes-
tament commands believers to be baptized, they believed that 
requiring baptism for church membership prevented the church 
from ministering to those who refused to be baptized (Newkirk 
specifically mentions those who were sprinkled as children), 
and that baptism was in danger of becoming “little more than a 
rite of initiation into church membership.”6  Newkirk argued that 
it would be better for churches to go ahead and allow member-
ship for those who had not been baptized and then instruct the 
new members on the importance of following Christ in bap-
tism.7  Needless to say, Henderson Hill’s announcement 
sparked great debate among the Baptist community.  Their an-
nouncement was a challenge to a fundamental Baptist princi-
ple.  Shortly after the announcement, the Capital Baptist Asso-
ciation (the local association of which Henderson Hills is a part) 
passed a resolution reaffirming their agreement with the 2000 
Baptist Faith and Message of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
and thus confirmed their belief in the need to require baptism 
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Dad & Mom.  Dad was a farmer but through his life managed to 
work extra jobs when needed.  He managed cotton gins in 
Burns Flat and Dill City and worked for the Washita Coop 
wheat elevator at Cordell. 
 
Dad enjoyed going to church but was never baptized.  One 
night our pastor, Tom Bolton, and the evangelist for the revival 
(I do not remember the name) came by to see Dad.  Brother 
Bolton just simply said, “Jim, would you stand up and take me 
by the hand and by doing so say you believe and trust in Je-
sus?”  My Dad said, “Yes sir, I sure will” and he stood up and 
took him by the hand.  Dad died in 1983 and I believe my Dad 
is in heaven today because of his faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
My mother was saved at 11 years of age and joined the First 
Baptist Church of Dill City.  A few years ago we were driving 
around the old farm place and Mom pointed to a small farm 
pond and told me that was where she was baptized.  We got 
out of the car and I took her picture with that pond in the back-
ground. 
 
As a boy I was visiting with a school friend in Dill City whose 
family had a very nice home there in town.  I said to his mother, 
“Mrs. Patterson, you sure have a beautiful home.”  She replied, 
“Why Marlin, don’t you know your mother is considered the 
best house keeper in this community?”  I didn’t know that but 
feel pretty sure it was true.  She did not have all the fancy 
things, but she knew how to keep what she had clean and or-
ganized.  Mom is 96 and now in the Alterra Sterling House as-
sisted living in Weatherford.  She lived alone and drove her car 
through much of her 95th year.  She keeps a positive attitude 
and seems to be loved by the management, workers, and other 
residents of that facility.  
 
I could say many things about Mom but I’ll just say this.  My 
school teachers soon learned that if a special suit or costume 
was needed for a part in a play, I would get the part because 
the teachers knew my Mom would make the costume exactly 
like it was supposed to be.  If I have any ability as a speaker 
today, a big vote of thanks and appreciation goes to my Mom 
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front door of the hospital.  The drivers of those vehicles 
seemed to all have a great Christian testimony. 
 

Almost without exception, when I asked how they were doing, 
they would use the word “blessed” in their reply which would 
open the door for me to share about the testimony of the man 
in the elevator at Mobil.  Near the end of our stay, one of the 
drivers that I shared that with replied, “Yes, divinely favored!”  I 
quickly pulled out a note pad and wrote her words down, 
“divinely favored!” 
 
Today, I am making my final public presentation as the Histori-
cal Secretary.  A couple of months ago I told Dr. Jordan that I 
was resigning as Historical Secretary effective the end of Octo-
ber.  I am doing so for two reasons.   
 
First, my wife’s health has not been the best for the last several 
months and I need more time to be with her. Second, I will be 
72 years old on October 6.  If Patsy and I are to do any travel-
ing or spend more quality time together, I need to be free of 
this responsibility.  While I have enjoyed it very much, it is time 
I let someone else have this tremendous privilege. 
 
So, then came the thought, what do I want to say to you as I 
leave?  As I began to think of my life to this point, I could think 
of no better way to express my feelings than to simply say, “I’ve 
been mightily blessed and divinely favored!”  Therefore I want 
to share some of the story of my life, not because I have been 
extra smart or have held any particularly high positions, but 
simply to say, “Mightily Blessed, Divinely Favored!” 
 
I was born in a small little farm home, a mile and a half west of 
Dill City, Oklahoma, Sunday afternoon, October 6, 1935.  Right 
off the bat I was blessed by being born on the Lord’s Day!  That 
home did not have drapes, it had curtains; it did not have car-
pet, it had linoleum; it did not have electricity, it had coal oil 
lamps;  it did not have running water, we ran to the well to draw 
water; and with all that said, you know what else we did not 
have inside the house but had a “path” instead! 
But what that little house did have was a lot of love from my 
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for church membership.8  The resolution stated that it encour-
aged “the members of Henderson Hills Baptist Church to affirm 
and maintain their current bylaw requirements for church mem-
bership.”9  But Henderson Hills never took a vote on the issue, 
instead canceling the vote due to the fact that their board of 
elders was no longer in agreement on taking a vote.10  Interest-
ingly, in a Baptist Press article, Newkirk says that he was upset 
with the fact that “a few Baptist leaders have taken it upon 
themselves to violate our church’s autonomy and independ-
ence by their timing of anti-proposal publications and resolu-
tions…we also strongly think that they have erred and dishon-
ored a cherished Baptist distinctive by doing so.”11 Yet there 
are many who would say that Newkirk was actually the one dis-
honoring a Baptist distinctive by trying to remove the baptism 
requirement for membership. 
 

The recent controversy involving Henderson Hills is just 
one of many recent controversies concerning the issue of 
church membership.12  William M. Pinson, Jr. warns that re-
sistance to requiring baptism for church membership is not the 
greatest threat to traditional Baptist polity.  He claims that for 
many Baptist churches the ideal of regenerate church is not 
faring well.13  Pinson quotes C.E. Colton, a Baptist pastor and 
author, who wrote, “The ratio of unsaved church members in 
the average church is increasing generation by generation.”14  
Pinson cites several reasons for this increase in unsaved 
church members – a few he includes are churches accepting 
children that are too young for baptism, lax membership re-
quirements (especially from those transferring from another 
church), and lack of orientation for new members.15 

 

 As with most practices, there is a gap between what 
should be and what actually is.  The same is true with Baptist 
polity in regards to governance within the local church.  James 
Sullivan, in his Southern Baptist Polity at Work in the Church 
claims the following on church governance: “congregational 
governance… is and always has been our way of life.  We 
have never known anything else…this is different from those 
churches who put such powers in the pastor only or in another 
group of designated leaders who will make all the decisions for 
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the church body.”16  While this might be the ideal, this is not 
always what has been practiced in Baptist churches.  As Farns-
ley states in his book Southern Baptist Politics, there have 
been many Baptist churches in which the pastor is the main, if 
not the sole, decision maker.  This is as true nowadays as it 
has been historically.  Pinson reminds his readers that church 
structure is a result of how a group interprets certain passages 
of Scripture.17  Thus, Baptist beliefs in soul competency and 
priesthood of all believers have historically led most Baptists to 
believe in and practice congregational governance.  As Pinson 
points out, “this concept of governance was not secular democ-
racy in which the people rule but rather a sort of theo-
democracy in which the people are responsible for finding and 
following the will of the Head of the church, Jesus.”18  This 
means that the church, which is by definition made up of be-
lievers, decides issues together.  No one believer is held higher 
than another, no one has more power than another.  But histo-
ry shows us that this has not always been the practice.  During 
the Civil War, for example, Baptists were divided on the issue 
of slavery, showing that not all Baptists regarded every believer 
as equal.19   
 

On the issue of the role of the pastor in church govern-
ance, some of the earliest Baptist confessions are not as spe-
cific (as later confessions) about the limitations of the pastor’s 
authority.  They do, however, state that the pastor’s authority is 
derived from the congregation. The Second London Confes-
sion states that the pastor is to “be chosen thereunto by the 
common suffrage of the Church it self…”20  In 1929 H.W. Trib-
ble wrote Our Doctrines, a study book of Baptist doctrines re-
leased by the Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.  In a section on authority within the church, he 
states that the local body shall be autonomous and democrat-
ic.21  Tribble clearly states that the church is to be governed 
democratically, and that this democracy is “the purest democ-
racy on earth.”22  He goes on to say that every member has 
equal authority and rights.  Finally, he claims that while the 
pastor may carry more influence than other members, the only 
power he has is that which has been given to him by his con-
gregation.23  William Cooke Boone agreed with Tribble in his 
book entitled What We Believe. In this study book issued by 
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(Speech at Oklahoma Baptist Historical Society—9-29-07) 

 
MIGHTILY BLESSED…DIVINELY FAVORED 

 
32 Years with the BGCO 

 

It is both a joy and a privilege for me to speak to this meeting of 
the Oklahoma Baptist Historical Society.  I begin by telling you 
a story that happened in 1962. 
 
I was working for Mobil Oil Corpora-
tion on the 13th floor of the Mobil 
Building in downtown Dallas, Texas.  
One morning when I arrived at work, 
I got on the elevator and it stopped 
on the 2

nd
 floor.  A black building en-

gineer walked on with a large towel 
stuffed in the back collar of his shirt.   
 
I spoke to him, wished him a good 
morning, and asked how he was.  He 
answered, “I have a terrible head-
ache, a terrible headache.”  But then a smile crossed his face 
and he said, “But I’m mightily blessed, mightily blessed!”  The 
elevator stopped on the 7th floor and he exited. 
 
His greeting really blessed me and through the years I have at 
various times shared this incident.  To think that this man was 
suffering with a bad headache still had the time to testify that in 
spite of that he was “mightily blessed, mightily blessed.”  I have 
often wished I knew where he lived so I could tell him how 
much his greeting meant to me then and through the years 
since that time. 
 
A few weeks ago my wife, Patsy, and I went to the Baptist Hos-
pital in Little Rock, Arkansas to be with her nephew and his 
wife while he had serious lung surgery.  We rented a room at a 
hotel about two blocks from the hospital.  Around the clock 
there was free transportation from the door of the hotel to the 
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book is a commentary on I Corinthians which the author 
relates to present time.  The book includes an outline 
which details the subject areas including problems in the 
church, church discipline, advice to the unmarried and 
widows, handling death of a mate, conduct in public work 
and the resurrection.  I know you will agree with me that 
all those things Dr. Dane covered in his book or equally a 
problem today in 2007. 
 
As indicated earlier, Dr. Gaskin recommended we recog-
nize Dr. Dane with this award.  Dr. Gaskin wanted so bad-
ly to be a part of the presentation of this award but his and 
Mrs. Gaskin’s health made it impossible for them to drive 
here and so he wrote a congratulatory letter which was 
read at the ceremony.   
 
In a November 19, 1970 Baptist Messenger article by As-
sociate Editor, Bob E. Mathews, the headline was “J. P. 
Dane Chosen for Second Presidential Term.”  Mathews 
said, “J. P. Dane last week became the first state conven-
tion president to be elected to a second term in 29 years.  
He was reelected during the 65

th
 annual session of the 

Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma meeting in First 
Church, Tulsa.” 
 
 
At a birthday luncheon on July 6, 2006, at the Oklahoma 
City Baptist Village I had the tremendous privilege of pre-
senting Dr. Dane the Distinguished Service Award for 
2006. 
 

Marlin Hawkins 
 
  
 
 
 
 

         

23 

the Sunday School Board (Southern Baptist Convention), 
Boone states that “it was not intended that the pastor should be 
the ruler of the church, but he is the leader.”24 

 

Both of these writings from the early twentieth century 
show that Baptists were trying to enforce a democratic (theo-
democratic) government structure.  A shift in Baptist thought is 
seen, however, about fifty years later.  When the Southern 
Baptist Convention had its annual meeting in 1988, a heated 
debate between the fundamentalists and moderates had been 
going on in the Convention for ten years.25  Moderates believed 
that the church should be governed by the congregation as a 
whole, not by a powerful few.  They held firmly to the Baptist 
ideal of the priesthood of all believers.26  They said the church 
should make decisions based on “common consent,” invoking 
democracy only when there was no clear consensus.27  Funda-
mentalists, on the other hand, argued that Baptists should not 
put too much faith in democracy.  They feared that allowing too 
much individual decision making and interpretation of Scripture 
would land Baptists in even more disagreement and division.28  
Each party fought to elect their candidate for the presidential 
position at the 1988 annual convention meeting in San Antonio.  
The moderates chose Richard Jackson, a known inerrantist, to 
run as their candidate. Jackson was a conservative, but he was 
much more tolerant than most fundamentalists.  Moderates 
hoped this blend would attract fundamentalists (who were con-
servative) as well as moderates.  Jackson’s campaign platform 
struck at the idea of pastoral control, in which he called pastors 
“high priests.”29  Jackson reportedly told the Baptist Messen-
ger, “You want to know my idea of pastoral authority?  I gain it 
by being a servant…As pastor, I do not have a superior calling; 
I have a different calling.”30  The fundamentalist candidate Jerry 
Vines struck back saying that Baptists needed a “courageous 
conservative” to correct the denomination’s theology 
(fundamentalists were concerned that the doctrine of priest-
hood of all believers was being taken too far, allowing Baptists 
to believe whatever they wanted to and thus polluting churches 
with poor theology).31  In the end, Vines won the presidency, 
but only by a narrow margin (the margin of victory was 692 
votes out of 31,291 cast).32  His narrow win shows that neither 
party overwhelmingly convinced the rest of the denomination 
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as to which mode of government was scripturally sound. To 
bolster their own view, fundamentalists (who were now in con-
trol of the Convention) passed a resolution in order to show 
that the Convention supported the changes toward increased 
pastor control in the local church (although a resolution has no 
binding authority over the actions of any local body).33  Resolu-
tion No. 5 “On the Priesthood of the Believer” states that the 
idea of the “priesthood of the believer” has never been clearly 
defined or heavily stressed by any Southern Baptist theologi-
ans.34   It also states that this doctrine had been misused to 
wrongly justify “the attitude that a Christian may believe what-
ever he so chooses and still be considered a loyal Southern 
Baptist.”35  Being firm in insisting that the priesthood of the be-
liever in no way contradicts the authority of the pastor, the Res-
olution resolves that pastors are called by God to be the lead-
ers of the local church.36  Despite this resolution, Baptists re-
mained divided over the issue of pastoral versus congregation-
al control.  In fact, shortly after the resolution was passed, a 
group of moderates led by Randall Lolley burned their ballots in 
protest at the Alamo.37  This is a debate which continues today.  
The 2000 Baptist Faith and Message states that, “each congre-
gation operates under the Lordship of Christ through democrat-
ic processes. In such a congregation each member is responsi-
ble and accountable to Christ as Lord. Its scriptural officers are 
pastors and deacons.”38  It is not as specific as the fundamen-
talist resolution nor as the Sunday School Board’s study books, 
thus implying that each church must decide the amount of con-
trol its pastor has.  William Pinson comments on the increase 
of pastor controlled churches within the Baptist denomination.  
He says that some Baptists believe that when the pastor is the 
CEO of the church, the church as an organization is more effi-
cient.39  He quotes Duke McCall, the former president of South-
ern Seminary and the Baptist World Alliance saying “the atmos-
phere is that you either accept the pastor’s decision or you 
move on to join another church.”40  Pinson cites several rea-
sons for the decline in polity that supports congregational gov-
ernance.  He blames apathy as a leading contributor.41 When-
ever members fail to vote on issues and fail to attend business 
and planning meetings, the decision-making power of the 
church becomes concentrated in the hands of a few.  Pinson 
also says that the increase in the size of churches makes de-
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I found the copy of a letter to the Editor of the Baptist 
Messenger from Robert E. Maples, the Chaplain of New 
Mexico Military Institute dated April 28, 1997.  I want to 
share a portion of that letter. 
 
“I apologize for this long overdue letter of appreciation to Dr. J. 

P. Dane, long time pastor of Oklahoma Baptist churches and 
my former professor at Oklahoma Baptist University.  He spoke 
in chapel on one occasion and I obtained a copy of that 
speech.  I share one brief paragraph which has made an indeli-
ble impact on me and my ministry: ‘…one thing Baptists do be-
lieve for certain and that is that we have not grown strong by 
preaching the double talk of Neo-orthodox theology or the ethe-
real vagaries of existentialist philosophy.  We have made our 
place in the world by preaching ‘Thus saith the Lord.’  When we 
can no longer proclaim this message upon the basis of a belief 
in the authoritative revelation of the word of God then perhaps 
we, as some others, are nearing the end of our road of useful-
ness in the Kingdom of God.  When we can no longer say, 
‘Thus says the Lord,’ what is there left for us to say.’” 

 
I will next quote a portion of an article printed in the No-
vember 16, 1989 Bap-
tist Messenger, under 
the heading “Dane 
Book Out.”  
 
“The increasing ac-
ceptance of immoral 
lifestyles by some seg-
ments of society does 
not diminish the biblical 
standards for what is 
right and wrong, says 
retired Oklahoma pastor 
J. P. Dane in a book 
just published.  Guide to Conduct faces the dangers of 
what Dane observes as a moral lapse in America.  The 

 

Marlin Hawkins presents  Dr. Dane 

2006 Distinguished Service Award 
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He was Chairman of Bible at OBU 1958 to 1963 during 
which time he pastored several Oklahoma churches. He 
pastored Portland Avenue, Oklahoma City from 1963 to 
1972. 
 
In 1972 he moved to Grand Canyon College, Phoenix, 
where five of the nine years he was Chairman of Bible.  
He returned to Oklahoma in 1981 and continued filling 
pulpits, serving interim pastorates, and leading Bible con-
ferences as well as serving Portland Avenue as Associate 
Pastor to Senior Adults. 
 
He served on the Board of Directors of the BGCO and two
-four year terms on the Board of Trustees of OBU.  He 
served on the Convention Building Committee, State 
Christian Education Committee, and on the Historical 
Commission 1957-59 and 1989-91. 
 
He is still active at Portland Avenue where he teaches a 
Sunday School class.  As a resident of Oklahoma City 
Baptist Village he preaches from time to time in services 
there.  According to Chris Finley, Chaplain, his messages 
are always fresh with up-to-date illustrations.  He has also 
taught January Bible Studies there. 
 
The Distinguished Service committee and likewise the 
rest of the Historical Commission members unanimously 
approved presenting this award to Dr. Dane. 
 
In addition to the accolades mentioned in this letter, re-
cently Dr. Dane was the speaker for the Capital Baptist 
Association at the Monday pastor’s conference.  I would 
have loved hearing him but was not aware of his pres-
ence in the building until later that day. 
 
Let me share some additional strategic tidbits I found in 
my search of the files on Dr. Dane. 
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mocracy very difficult.42   But these are just a few of the issues 
testing the historical Baptist idea of congregational church gov-
ernance.  Baptists today must work to reconcile historical Bap-
tists beliefs with recent changes in churches and culture.   

 

Of all the principles that Baptists are most known for 
holding, two of the most well-known are the belief in the auton-
omy of the local church and the conviction that every person 
has the right to religious liberty.  These two ideals go hand-in-
hand.  Baptists have always supported the right to religious lib-
erty.  They were founded on this very ideal.  In fact, the very 
first Baptists grew out of English Separatism, whose adherents 
believed that Puritanism had failed to purify the Anglican 
Church.  Consequently, Separatists completely detached them-
selves from the Church of England.  Separatists, like all groups 
outside the Anglican Church, were heavily persecuted.  One 
group of Separatists, led by John Smyth and Thomas Helwys, 
left England to seek a place where they could worship without 
being persecuted.  This group, which ended up settling in Am-
sterdam, founded the first identifiable Baptist church in 1609.  
While the very first Baptists moved to Holland to protect their 
own religious freedom, throughout history Baptists have fought 
to protect the right to religious liberty not just for themselves, 
but also for people of both other denominations as well as for 
those of other faiths.  During the time that the Constitution was 
being shaped in America, Baptists fought fiercely for religious 
liberty to be a right for all people.  In fact, when the state of Vir-
ginia passed the General Assessment Bill (which demanded 
that all citizens pay a tax to the Congregationalist church, re-
gardless of their own personal religious affiliation), the Baptist 
General Committee brought numerous petitions before the Vir-
ginia legislature and eventually helped to change the bill.  This 
belief in religious liberty has greatly contributed to the autono-
mous nature of Baptist congregations.  Autonomy is a key part 
of Baptist polity.  Many who do not understand the relationship 
between churches and a convention/society often think of a 
convention as something that rules over churches.  But after 
struggling so intensely to establish the right of freedom of wor-
ship, Baptist churches were not about to give up their freedom 
to be enslaved by a convention; yet, they needed to be united 
in order to grow in the face of persecution and intolerance.  In 
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light of this, Baptists have held to both their cooperative efforts 
as well as their local autonomy.  An understanding of how con-
ventions work will show that local autonomy is still possible 
even when a church is part of a convention.  

 
The 2000 Baptist Faith and Message defines a church 

as, “an autonomous local congregation.”43  A look back at earli-
er statements of faith shows the same views of local autonomy.  
The London Confession of 1644, one of the earliest (and most 
significant) Baptist confessions, is clear that the church is to be 
autonomous.  Autonomy is first mentioned in article XXXVI, 
which says that every church has the power to choose its own 
leadership, and that “none other have power to impose them.”44  
Article XLVII states that each congregation is “a compact and 
knit Citie in it selfe.”45  In 1936 the Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention also claimed that no one outside 
the church had authority to control its actions.  It explicitly 
states, “There is no governing board, or conference, or presby-
tery, or association, or convention, or individual that has any 
authority whatever over a church.”46   

 
It is clear from both early and modern Baptist confes-

sions of faith that autonomy of the local body is a key Baptist 
principal.  But how does this fit with the Baptist tradition of as-
sociations and conventions?  The Philadelphia Association, 
founded in 1707, was the first organized Baptist Association in 
America.  This group of five churches accepted the Second 
London Confession as their own.  On the issue of the church, 
the Second London Confession encourages the cooperation of 
like-minded churches but is clear that no one outside the local 
body may govern the church. This is expressed at the end of 
chapter XXVI, which suggests that when there are disagree-
ments on “doctrine, of Administration,” that “it is according to 
the mind of Christ, that many churches holding communion to-
gether, do by their messengers meet to consider, and give their 
advice in, or about that matter in difference.”47  However, in the 
proceeding lines, it explicitly states that the group of messen-
gers “are not entrusted with any Church-power properly so 
called; or with any jurisdiction over the Churches themselves, 
to exercise any censures either over any Churches, or Per-
sons…”48  Their acceptance of this Confession shows that they 
were not in any way trying to undermine the idea of autonomy 
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Dr. J. P. Dane Given  
2006 Distinguished Service Award 

 
 
Early in 2006 Dr. J. M. Gaskin called me and suggested 
that we consider Dr. J. P. Dane for the 2006 Distinguished 
Service Award.  I knew Dr. Dane, but had very little per-
sonal, one on one, contact with him.  So I went to our files 
in the Gaskin Archives located 
on the first floor of the Baptist 
Building and pulled Dr. Dane’s 
folder.  I also went to the Bap-
tist Messenger files and re-
viewed his information file 
there.  Very quickly I saw that 
without any doubt, Dr. Dane 
was an outstanding candidate 
to receive this award. 
 
Dr. Dane born November 10, 
1916, celebrated his 90

th
 birth-

day in November, 2006.  He 
married Mildred Austin, November 17, 1939 and they cel-
ebrated their 67

th
 anniversary also in November.  They 

have two children, Linda and Austin. 
 
Ordained to the ministry in 1941, he graduated from OBU 
Magna cum Laude in 1945.  He received his Bachelor of 
Divinity from Southwestern Seminary in 1952, and both 
the Master of Theology in 1953, and the Doctor of Theolo-
gy in 1955, from Central Baptist Seminary in Kansas City.  
A copy of his Doctoral Thesis “A History of Baptist Mis-
sions among the Plains Indians of Oklahoma” is located in 
the Gaskin Archives. 
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by forming an association.  Instead, they were pulling together 
to have a greater impact on America.  Even as the number of 
Baptist associations and conventions grew, Baptists still did not 
give up their autonomy.  The formation of the Triennial Baptist 
Convention (the first Baptist convention) on May 18, 1814 
demonstrates Baptists’ need for cooperation while still seeking 
to keep church bodies autonomous.  The Triennial Convention 
was founded when missionary to India Luther Rice convinced 
Baptists that they needed to band together in order to support 
their missionaries.  Rice, a former Congregationalist, had been 
sponsored by the American Board of Commissioners for For-
eign Missions (a Congregationalist organization) before he be-
came a Baptist.  Rice realized that if Baptists were to really 
have influence in the world they would need to band together 
like other congregations had done.  But this did not mean that 
Baptists had to give in to becoming hierarchically structured.  In 
fact, the constitution of the Triennial Convention stated that 
there was no ecclesiastical connection between churches in 
the convention.  The Sunday School Board’s study booklet, 
which was quoted (above) as saying that no convention or as-
sociation could dictate anything to any church, goes on the say 
that “these bodies [conferences, boards, etc.] are purely volun-
tary, and advisory.  No church has to abide by their recommen-
dations or carry out their plans, unless it so desires.”49  This 
tradition of cooperation of autonomous churches has always 
been important to Baptists.  This is not to say that Baptists 
have always been in agreement about banning together 
through the convention structure.  In fact, in the early nine-
teenth century the disagreement about whether to use conven-
tion structure (South) or society structure (North) in organizing 
Baptist cooperative efforts largely contributed to the split be-
tween Northern and Southern Baptists that would occur in the 
mid nineteenth century.  Nevertheless, the cooperation of au-
tonomous churches is still a vital part of Baptist life today.  The 
Southern Baptist Convention is one of the largest denomina-
tional conventions in the world, yet it is comprised completely 
of autonomous church bodies.  While there is often confusion 
as to whether or not the Convention governs local churches, 
Carolyn D. Blevins reminds us of the proper relationship be-
tween churches and the convention.  She says that “the associ-
ation, a connection which is voluntary and cooperative, recog-
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nizes both the independence of the local church and the need 
of the universal church.”50  Blevins puts it best when she says 
that, “although committed to independence, Baptists recognize 
the necessity of interdependence.”51  It seems that this state-
ment has long been true of Baptists, and remains so today.  
While there have recently been anti-denominational and anti-
organizational sentiments among younger generations, the co-
operation of autonomous churches is the area in Baptist polity 
which has seen the least amount of change in recent years. 

 
Baptists have always been fervent in fighting for what 

they believe.  This can be seen in the founding of the first Bap-
tist church as well as in disagreements among messengers at 
the Southern Baptist Convention meetings in recent years.  
This tenacity is something that Baptists can be proud of.  In 
terms of polity, however, apathy is growing greatly among con-
gregations.  But it cannot remain this way.  Baptists must edu-
cate their members on the importance of polity so that congre-
gations retain their voice in the future of their denomination, 
otherwise many Baptists will find themselves involved with doc-
trines that they neither agree with nor have the power to 
change.   Freedom is a trademark of being a Baptist, and all 
Baptists, regardless of position or age or rank, must exercise 
this freedom as their denomination moves forward and seeks 
God’s will for the future.   
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nizes both the independence of the local church and the need 
of the universal church.”50  Blevins puts it best when she says 
that, “although committed to independence, Baptists recognize 
the necessity of interdependence.”51  It seems that this state-
ment has long been true of Baptists, and remains so today.  
While there have recently been anti-denominational and anti-
organizational sentiments among younger generations, the co-
operation of autonomous churches is the area in Baptist polity 
which has seen the least amount of change in recent years. 

 
Baptists have always been fervent in fighting for what 

they believe.  This can be seen in the founding of the first Bap-
tist church as well as in disagreements among messengers at 
the Southern Baptist Convention meetings in recent years.  
This tenacity is something that Baptists can be proud of.  In 
terms of polity, however, apathy is growing greatly among con-
gregations.  But it cannot remain this way.  Baptists must edu-
cate their members on the importance of polity so that congre-
gations retain their voice in the future of their denomination, 
otherwise many Baptists will find themselves involved with doc-
trines that they neither agree with nor have the power to 
change.   Freedom is a trademark of being a Baptist, and all 
Baptists, regardless of position or age or rank, must exercise 
this freedom as their denomination moves forward and seeks 
God’s will for the future.   
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by forming an association.  Instead, they were pulling together 
to have a greater impact on America.  Even as the number of 
Baptist associations and conventions grew, Baptists still did not 
give up their autonomy.  The formation of the Triennial Baptist 
Convention (the first Baptist convention) on May 18, 1814 
demonstrates Baptists’ need for cooperation while still seeking 
to keep church bodies autonomous.  The Triennial Convention 
was founded when missionary to India Luther Rice convinced 
Baptists that they needed to band together in order to support 
their missionaries.  Rice, a former Congregationalist, had been 
sponsored by the American Board of Commissioners for For-
eign Missions (a Congregationalist organization) before he be-
came a Baptist.  Rice realized that if Baptists were to really 
have influence in the world they would need to band together 
like other congregations had done.  But this did not mean that 
Baptists had to give in to becoming hierarchically structured.  In 
fact, the constitution of the Triennial Convention stated that 
there was no ecclesiastical connection between churches in 
the convention.  The Sunday School Board’s study booklet, 
which was quoted (above) as saying that no convention or as-
sociation could dictate anything to any church, goes on the say 
that “these bodies [conferences, boards, etc.] are purely volun-
tary, and advisory.  No church has to abide by their recommen-
dations or carry out their plans, unless it so desires.”49  This 
tradition of cooperation of autonomous churches has always 
been important to Baptists.  This is not to say that Baptists 
have always been in agreement about banning together 
through the convention structure.  In fact, in the early nine-
teenth century the disagreement about whether to use conven-
tion structure (South) or society structure (North) in organizing 
Baptist cooperative efforts largely contributed to the split be-
tween Northern and Southern Baptists that would occur in the 
mid nineteenth century.  Nevertheless, the cooperation of au-
tonomous churches is still a vital part of Baptist life today.  The 
Southern Baptist Convention is one of the largest denomina-
tional conventions in the world, yet it is comprised completely 
of autonomous church bodies.  While there is often confusion 
as to whether or not the Convention governs local churches, 
Carolyn D. Blevins reminds us of the proper relationship be-
tween churches and the convention.  She says that “the associ-
ation, a connection which is voluntary and cooperative, recog-
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light of this, Baptists have held to both their cooperative efforts 
as well as their local autonomy.  An understanding of how con-
ventions work will show that local autonomy is still possible 
even when a church is part of a convention.  

 
The 2000 Baptist Faith and Message defines a church 

as, “an autonomous local congregation.”43  A look back at earli-
er statements of faith shows the same views of local autonomy.  
The London Confession of 1644, one of the earliest (and most 
significant) Baptist confessions, is clear that the church is to be 
autonomous.  Autonomy is first mentioned in article XXXVI, 
which says that every church has the power to choose its own 
leadership, and that “none other have power to impose them.”44  
Article XLVII states that each congregation is “a compact and 
knit Citie in it selfe.”45  In 1936 the Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention also claimed that no one outside 
the church had authority to control its actions.  It explicitly 
states, “There is no governing board, or conference, or presby-
tery, or association, or convention, or individual that has any 
authority whatever over a church.”46   

 
It is clear from both early and modern Baptist confes-

sions of faith that autonomy of the local body is a key Baptist 
principal.  But how does this fit with the Baptist tradition of as-
sociations and conventions?  The Philadelphia Association, 
founded in 1707, was the first organized Baptist Association in 
America.  This group of five churches accepted the Second 
London Confession as their own.  On the issue of the church, 
the Second London Confession encourages the cooperation of 
like-minded churches but is clear that no one outside the local 
body may govern the church. This is expressed at the end of 
chapter XXVI, which suggests that when there are disagree-
ments on “doctrine, of Administration,” that “it is according to 
the mind of Christ, that many churches holding communion to-
gether, do by their messengers meet to consider, and give their 
advice in, or about that matter in difference.”47  However, in the 
proceeding lines, it explicitly states that the group of messen-
gers “are not entrusted with any Church-power properly so 
called; or with any jurisdiction over the Churches themselves, 
to exercise any censures either over any Churches, or Per-
sons…”48  Their acceptance of this Confession shows that they 
were not in any way trying to undermine the idea of autonomy 
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Dr. J. P. Dane Given  
2006 Distinguished Service Award 

 
 
Early in 2006 Dr. J. M. Gaskin called me and suggested 
that we consider Dr. J. P. Dane for the 2006 Distinguished 
Service Award.  I knew Dr. Dane, but had very little per-
sonal, one on one, contact with him.  So I went to our files 
in the Gaskin Archives located 
on the first floor of the Baptist 
Building and pulled Dr. Dane’s 
folder.  I also went to the Bap-
tist Messenger files and re-
viewed his information file 
there.  Very quickly I saw that 
without any doubt, Dr. Dane 
was an outstanding candidate 
to receive this award. 
 
Dr. Dane born November 10, 
1916, celebrated his 90

th
 birth-

day in November, 2006.  He 
married Mildred Austin, November 17, 1939 and they cel-
ebrated their 67

th
 anniversary also in November.  They 

have two children, Linda and Austin. 
 
Ordained to the ministry in 1941, he graduated from OBU 
Magna cum Laude in 1945.  He received his Bachelor of 
Divinity from Southwestern Seminary in 1952, and both 
the Master of Theology in 1953, and the Doctor of Theolo-
gy in 1955, from Central Baptist Seminary in Kansas City.  
A copy of his Doctoral Thesis “A History of Baptist Mis-
sions among the Plains Indians of Oklahoma” is located in 
the Gaskin Archives. 



The Oklahoma Baptist Chronicle 

36 

 
He was Chairman of Bible at OBU 1958 to 1963 during 
which time he pastored several Oklahoma churches. He 
pastored Portland Avenue, Oklahoma City from 1963 to 
1972. 
 
In 1972 he moved to Grand Canyon College, Phoenix, 
where five of the nine years he was Chairman of Bible.  
He returned to Oklahoma in 1981 and continued filling 
pulpits, serving interim pastorates, and leading Bible con-
ferences as well as serving Portland Avenue as Associate 
Pastor to Senior Adults. 
 
He served on the Board of Directors of the BGCO and two
-four year terms on the Board of Trustees of OBU.  He 
served on the Convention Building Committee, State 
Christian Education Committee, and on the Historical 
Commission 1957-59 and 1989-91. 
 
He is still active at Portland Avenue where he teaches a 
Sunday School class.  As a resident of Oklahoma City 
Baptist Village he preaches from time to time in services 
there.  According to Chris Finley, Chaplain, his messages 
are always fresh with up-to-date illustrations.  He has also 
taught January Bible Studies there. 
 
The Distinguished Service committee and likewise the 
rest of the Historical Commission members unanimously 
approved presenting this award to Dr. Dane. 
 
In addition to the accolades mentioned in this letter, re-
cently Dr. Dane was the speaker for the Capital Baptist 
Association at the Monday pastor’s conference.  I would 
have loved hearing him but was not aware of his pres-
ence in the building until later that day. 
 
Let me share some additional strategic tidbits I found in 
my search of the files on Dr. Dane. 
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mocracy very difficult.42   But these are just a few of the issues 
testing the historical Baptist idea of congregational church gov-
ernance.  Baptists today must work to reconcile historical Bap-
tists beliefs with recent changes in churches and culture.   

 

Of all the principles that Baptists are most known for 
holding, two of the most well-known are the belief in the auton-
omy of the local church and the conviction that every person 
has the right to religious liberty.  These two ideals go hand-in-
hand.  Baptists have always supported the right to religious lib-
erty.  They were founded on this very ideal.  In fact, the very 
first Baptists grew out of English Separatism, whose adherents 
believed that Puritanism had failed to purify the Anglican 
Church.  Consequently, Separatists completely detached them-
selves from the Church of England.  Separatists, like all groups 
outside the Anglican Church, were heavily persecuted.  One 
group of Separatists, led by John Smyth and Thomas Helwys, 
left England to seek a place where they could worship without 
being persecuted.  This group, which ended up settling in Am-
sterdam, founded the first identifiable Baptist church in 1609.  
While the very first Baptists moved to Holland to protect their 
own religious freedom, throughout history Baptists have fought 
to protect the right to religious liberty not just for themselves, 
but also for people of both other denominations as well as for 
those of other faiths.  During the time that the Constitution was 
being shaped in America, Baptists fought fiercely for religious 
liberty to be a right for all people.  In fact, when the state of Vir-
ginia passed the General Assessment Bill (which demanded 
that all citizens pay a tax to the Congregationalist church, re-
gardless of their own personal religious affiliation), the Baptist 
General Committee brought numerous petitions before the Vir-
ginia legislature and eventually helped to change the bill.  This 
belief in religious liberty has greatly contributed to the autono-
mous nature of Baptist congregations.  Autonomy is a key part 
of Baptist polity.  Many who do not understand the relationship 
between churches and a convention/society often think of a 
convention as something that rules over churches.  But after 
struggling so intensely to establish the right of freedom of wor-
ship, Baptist churches were not about to give up their freedom 
to be enslaved by a convention; yet, they needed to be united 
in order to grow in the face of persecution and intolerance.  In 
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as to which mode of government was scripturally sound. To 
bolster their own view, fundamentalists (who were now in con-
trol of the Convention) passed a resolution in order to show 
that the Convention supported the changes toward increased 
pastor control in the local church (although a resolution has no 
binding authority over the actions of any local body).33  Resolu-
tion No. 5 “On the Priesthood of the Believer” states that the 
idea of the “priesthood of the believer” has never been clearly 
defined or heavily stressed by any Southern Baptist theologi-
ans.34   It also states that this doctrine had been misused to 
wrongly justify “the attitude that a Christian may believe what-
ever he so chooses and still be considered a loyal Southern 
Baptist.”35  Being firm in insisting that the priesthood of the be-
liever in no way contradicts the authority of the pastor, the Res-
olution resolves that pastors are called by God to be the lead-
ers of the local church.36  Despite this resolution, Baptists re-
mained divided over the issue of pastoral versus congregation-
al control.  In fact, shortly after the resolution was passed, a 
group of moderates led by Randall Lolley burned their ballots in 
protest at the Alamo.37  This is a debate which continues today.  
The 2000 Baptist Faith and Message states that, “each congre-
gation operates under the Lordship of Christ through democrat-
ic processes. In such a congregation each member is responsi-
ble and accountable to Christ as Lord. Its scriptural officers are 
pastors and deacons.”38  It is not as specific as the fundamen-
talist resolution nor as the Sunday School Board’s study books, 
thus implying that each church must decide the amount of con-
trol its pastor has.  William Pinson comments on the increase 
of pastor controlled churches within the Baptist denomination.  
He says that some Baptists believe that when the pastor is the 
CEO of the church, the church as an organization is more effi-
cient.39  He quotes Duke McCall, the former president of South-
ern Seminary and the Baptist World Alliance saying “the atmos-
phere is that you either accept the pastor’s decision or you 
move on to join another church.”40  Pinson cites several rea-
sons for the decline in polity that supports congregational gov-
ernance.  He blames apathy as a leading contributor.41 When-
ever members fail to vote on issues and fail to attend business 
and planning meetings, the decision-making power of the 
church becomes concentrated in the hands of a few.  Pinson 
also says that the increase in the size of churches makes de-
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I found the copy of a letter to the Editor of the Baptist 
Messenger from Robert E. Maples, the Chaplain of New 
Mexico Military Institute dated April 28, 1997.  I want to 
share a portion of that letter. 
 
“I apologize for this long overdue letter of appreciation to Dr. J. 

P. Dane, long time pastor of Oklahoma Baptist churches and 
my former professor at Oklahoma Baptist University.  He spoke 
in chapel on one occasion and I obtained a copy of that 
speech.  I share one brief paragraph which has made an indeli-
ble impact on me and my ministry: ‘…one thing Baptists do be-
lieve for certain and that is that we have not grown strong by 
preaching the double talk of Neo-orthodox theology or the ethe-
real vagaries of existentialist philosophy.  We have made our 
place in the world by preaching ‘Thus saith the Lord.’  When we 
can no longer proclaim this message upon the basis of a belief 
in the authoritative revelation of the word of God then perhaps 
we, as some others, are nearing the end of our road of useful-
ness in the Kingdom of God.  When we can no longer say, 
‘Thus says the Lord,’ what is there left for us to say.’” 

 
I will next quote a portion of an article printed in the No-
vember 16, 1989 Bap-
tist Messenger, under 
the heading “Dane 
Book Out.”  
 
“The increasing ac-
ceptance of immoral 
lifestyles by some seg-
ments of society does 
not diminish the biblical 
standards for what is 
right and wrong, says 
retired Oklahoma pastor 
J. P. Dane in a book 
just published.  Guide to Conduct faces the dangers of 
what Dane observes as a moral lapse in America.  The 

 

Marlin Hawkins presents  Dr. Dane 

2006 Distinguished Service Award 
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book is a commentary on I Corinthians which the author 
relates to present time.  The book includes an outline 
which details the subject areas including problems in the 
church, church discipline, advice to the unmarried and 
widows, handling death of a mate, conduct in public work 
and the resurrection.  I know you will agree with me that 
all those things Dr. Dane covered in his book or equally a 
problem today in 2007. 
 
As indicated earlier, Dr. Gaskin recommended we recog-
nize Dr. Dane with this award.  Dr. Gaskin wanted so bad-
ly to be a part of the presentation of this award but his and 
Mrs. Gaskin’s health made it impossible for them to drive 
here and so he wrote a congratulatory letter which was 
read at the ceremony.   
 
In a November 19, 1970 Baptist Messenger article by As-
sociate Editor, Bob E. Mathews, the headline was “J. P. 
Dane Chosen for Second Presidential Term.”  Mathews 
said, “J. P. Dane last week became the first state conven-
tion president to be elected to a second term in 29 years.  
He was reelected during the 65

th
 annual session of the 

Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma meeting in First 
Church, Tulsa.” 
 
 
At a birthday luncheon on July 6, 2006, at the Oklahoma 
City Baptist Village I had the tremendous privilege of pre-
senting Dr. Dane the Distinguished Service Award for 
2006. 
 

Marlin Hawkins 
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the Sunday School Board (Southern Baptist Convention), 
Boone states that “it was not intended that the pastor should be 
the ruler of the church, but he is the leader.”24 

 

Both of these writings from the early twentieth century 
show that Baptists were trying to enforce a democratic (theo-
democratic) government structure.  A shift in Baptist thought is 
seen, however, about fifty years later.  When the Southern 
Baptist Convention had its annual meeting in 1988, a heated 
debate between the fundamentalists and moderates had been 
going on in the Convention for ten years.25  Moderates believed 
that the church should be governed by the congregation as a 
whole, not by a powerful few.  They held firmly to the Baptist 
ideal of the priesthood of all believers.26  They said the church 
should make decisions based on “common consent,” invoking 
democracy only when there was no clear consensus.27  Funda-
mentalists, on the other hand, argued that Baptists should not 
put too much faith in democracy.  They feared that allowing too 
much individual decision making and interpretation of Scripture 
would land Baptists in even more disagreement and division.28  
Each party fought to elect their candidate for the presidential 
position at the 1988 annual convention meeting in San Antonio.  
The moderates chose Richard Jackson, a known inerrantist, to 
run as their candidate. Jackson was a conservative, but he was 
much more tolerant than most fundamentalists.  Moderates 
hoped this blend would attract fundamentalists (who were con-
servative) as well as moderates.  Jackson’s campaign platform 
struck at the idea of pastoral control, in which he called pastors 
“high priests.”29  Jackson reportedly told the Baptist Messen-
ger, “You want to know my idea of pastoral authority?  I gain it 
by being a servant…As pastor, I do not have a superior calling; 
I have a different calling.”30  The fundamentalist candidate Jerry 
Vines struck back saying that Baptists needed a “courageous 
conservative” to correct the denomination’s theology 
(fundamentalists were concerned that the doctrine of priest-
hood of all believers was being taken too far, allowing Baptists 
to believe whatever they wanted to and thus polluting churches 
with poor theology).31  In the end, Vines won the presidency, 
but only by a narrow margin (the margin of victory was 692 
votes out of 31,291 cast).32  His narrow win shows that neither 
party overwhelmingly convinced the rest of the denomination 
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the church body.”16  While this might be the ideal, this is not 
always what has been practiced in Baptist churches.  As Farns-
ley states in his book Southern Baptist Politics, there have 
been many Baptist churches in which the pastor is the main, if 
not the sole, decision maker.  This is as true nowadays as it 
has been historically.  Pinson reminds his readers that church 
structure is a result of how a group interprets certain passages 
of Scripture.17  Thus, Baptist beliefs in soul competency and 
priesthood of all believers have historically led most Baptists to 
believe in and practice congregational governance.  As Pinson 
points out, “this concept of governance was not secular democ-
racy in which the people rule but rather a sort of theo-
democracy in which the people are responsible for finding and 
following the will of the Head of the church, Jesus.”18  This 
means that the church, which is by definition made up of be-
lievers, decides issues together.  No one believer is held higher 
than another, no one has more power than another.  But histo-
ry shows us that this has not always been the practice.  During 
the Civil War, for example, Baptists were divided on the issue 
of slavery, showing that not all Baptists regarded every believer 
as equal.19   
 

On the issue of the role of the pastor in church govern-
ance, some of the earliest Baptist confessions are not as spe-
cific (as later confessions) about the limitations of the pastor’s 
authority.  They do, however, state that the pastor’s authority is 
derived from the congregation. The Second London Confes-
sion states that the pastor is to “be chosen thereunto by the 
common suffrage of the Church it self…”20  In 1929 H.W. Trib-
ble wrote Our Doctrines, a study book of Baptist doctrines re-
leased by the Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.  In a section on authority within the church, he 
states that the local body shall be autonomous and democrat-
ic.21  Tribble clearly states that the church is to be governed 
democratically, and that this democracy is “the purest democ-
racy on earth.”22  He goes on to say that every member has 
equal authority and rights.  Finally, he claims that while the 
pastor may carry more influence than other members, the only 
power he has is that which has been given to him by his con-
gregation.23  William Cooke Boone agreed with Tribble in his 
book entitled What We Believe. In this study book issued by 
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(Speech at Oklahoma Baptist Historical Society—9-29-07) 

 
MIGHTILY BLESSED…DIVINELY FAVORED 

 
32 Years with the BGCO 

 

It is both a joy and a privilege for me to speak to this meeting of 
the Oklahoma Baptist Historical Society.  I begin by telling you 
a story that happened in 1962. 
 
I was working for Mobil Oil Corpora-
tion on the 13th floor of the Mobil 
Building in downtown Dallas, Texas.  
One morning when I arrived at work, 
I got on the elevator and it stopped 
on the 2

nd
 floor.  A black building en-

gineer walked on with a large towel 
stuffed in the back collar of his shirt.   
 
I spoke to him, wished him a good 
morning, and asked how he was.  He 
answered, “I have a terrible head-
ache, a terrible headache.”  But then a smile crossed his face 
and he said, “But I’m mightily blessed, mightily blessed!”  The 
elevator stopped on the 7th floor and he exited. 
 
His greeting really blessed me and through the years I have at 
various times shared this incident.  To think that this man was 
suffering with a bad headache still had the time to testify that in 
spite of that he was “mightily blessed, mightily blessed.”  I have 
often wished I knew where he lived so I could tell him how 
much his greeting meant to me then and through the years 
since that time. 
 
A few weeks ago my wife, Patsy, and I went to the Baptist Hos-
pital in Little Rock, Arkansas to be with her nephew and his 
wife while he had serious lung surgery.  We rented a room at a 
hotel about two blocks from the hospital.  Around the clock 
there was free transportation from the door of the hotel to the 
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front door of the hospital.  The drivers of those vehicles 
seemed to all have a great Christian testimony. 
 

Almost without exception, when I asked how they were doing, 
they would use the word “blessed” in their reply which would 
open the door for me to share about the testimony of the man 
in the elevator at Mobil.  Near the end of our stay, one of the 
drivers that I shared that with replied, “Yes, divinely favored!”  I 
quickly pulled out a note pad and wrote her words down, 
“divinely favored!” 
 
Today, I am making my final public presentation as the Histori-
cal Secretary.  A couple of months ago I told Dr. Jordan that I 
was resigning as Historical Secretary effective the end of Octo-
ber.  I am doing so for two reasons.   
 
First, my wife’s health has not been the best for the last several 
months and I need more time to be with her. Second, I will be 
72 years old on October 6.  If Patsy and I are to do any travel-
ing or spend more quality time together, I need to be free of 
this responsibility.  While I have enjoyed it very much, it is time 
I let someone else have this tremendous privilege. 
 
So, then came the thought, what do I want to say to you as I 
leave?  As I began to think of my life to this point, I could think 
of no better way to express my feelings than to simply say, “I’ve 
been mightily blessed and divinely favored!”  Therefore I want 
to share some of the story of my life, not because I have been 
extra smart or have held any particularly high positions, but 
simply to say, “Mightily Blessed, Divinely Favored!” 
 
I was born in a small little farm home, a mile and a half west of 
Dill City, Oklahoma, Sunday afternoon, October 6, 1935.  Right 
off the bat I was blessed by being born on the Lord’s Day!  That 
home did not have drapes, it had curtains; it did not have car-
pet, it had linoleum; it did not have electricity, it had coal oil 
lamps;  it did not have running water, we ran to the well to draw 
water; and with all that said, you know what else we did not 
have inside the house but had a “path” instead! 
But what that little house did have was a lot of love from my 
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for church membership.8  The resolution stated that it encour-
aged “the members of Henderson Hills Baptist Church to affirm 
and maintain their current bylaw requirements for church mem-
bership.”9  But Henderson Hills never took a vote on the issue, 
instead canceling the vote due to the fact that their board of 
elders was no longer in agreement on taking a vote.10  Interest-
ingly, in a Baptist Press article, Newkirk says that he was upset 
with the fact that “a few Baptist leaders have taken it upon 
themselves to violate our church’s autonomy and independ-
ence by their timing of anti-proposal publications and resolu-
tions…we also strongly think that they have erred and dishon-
ored a cherished Baptist distinctive by doing so.”11 Yet there 
are many who would say that Newkirk was actually the one dis-
honoring a Baptist distinctive by trying to remove the baptism 
requirement for membership. 
 

The recent controversy involving Henderson Hills is just 
one of many recent controversies concerning the issue of 
church membership.12  William M. Pinson, Jr. warns that re-
sistance to requiring baptism for church membership is not the 
greatest threat to traditional Baptist polity.  He claims that for 
many Baptist churches the ideal of regenerate church is not 
faring well.13  Pinson quotes C.E. Colton, a Baptist pastor and 
author, who wrote, “The ratio of unsaved church members in 
the average church is increasing generation by generation.”14  
Pinson cites several reasons for this increase in unsaved 
church members – a few he includes are churches accepting 
children that are too young for baptism, lax membership re-
quirements (especially from those transferring from another 
church), and lack of orientation for new members.15 

 

 As with most practices, there is a gap between what 
should be and what actually is.  The same is true with Baptist 
polity in regards to governance within the local church.  James 
Sullivan, in his Southern Baptist Polity at Work in the Church 
claims the following on church governance: “congregational 
governance… is and always has been our way of life.  We 
have never known anything else…this is different from those 
churches who put such powers in the pastor only or in another 
group of designated leaders who will make all the decisions for 
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on to state that this is why Baptists have always put so much 
emphasis on believers’ baptism – it helps to protect regenerate 
church membership.3 The formation of early churches supports 
this statement.  The first identifiable Baptist church, founded by 
John Smyth in Amsterdam in 1609, was founded on Smyth’s 
belief that believer’s baptism constituted a church.  Believing 
this, Smyth baptized himself and then proceeded to baptize the 
rest of the group, thus founding the first Baptist church. Like-
wise, the first Baptist church in America was founded on the 
idea that a true church consisted of a group of baptized believ-
ers.  This belief continues today, as evidenced by the 2000 
Baptist Faith and Message’s definition of the church as an, 
“autonomous local congregation of baptized believers, associ-
ated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel.” 4  

 
 Recently, however, there has been controversy among 
Baptists as to whether or not baptism should be required for 
church membership.  One of the most recent controversies in-
volved Henderson Hills, a Southern Baptist church located in 
Edmond, Oklahoma.  At the beginning of June 2006, the 
church’s board of elders announced that they would be taking a 
church-wide vote on whether or not to require baptism for 
church membership.5  Henderson Hills’ pastor Dennis Newkirk 
explained that while their church did believe that the New Tes-
tament commands believers to be baptized, they believed that 
requiring baptism for church membership prevented the church 
from ministering to those who refused to be baptized (Newkirk 
specifically mentions those who were sprinkled as children), 
and that baptism was in danger of becoming “little more than a 
rite of initiation into church membership.”6  Newkirk argued that 
it would be better for churches to go ahead and allow member-
ship for those who had not been baptized and then instruct the 
new members on the importance of following Christ in bap-
tism.7  Needless to say, Henderson Hill’s announcement 
sparked great debate among the Baptist community.  Their an-
nouncement was a challenge to a fundamental Baptist princi-
ple.  Shortly after the announcement, the Capital Baptist Asso-
ciation (the local association of which Henderson Hills is a part) 
passed a resolution reaffirming their agreement with the 2000 
Baptist Faith and Message of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
and thus confirmed their belief in the need to require baptism 
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Dad & Mom.  Dad was a farmer but through his life managed to 
work extra jobs when needed.  He managed cotton gins in 
Burns Flat and Dill City and worked for the Washita Coop 
wheat elevator at Cordell. 
 
Dad enjoyed going to church but was never baptized.  One 
night our pastor, Tom Bolton, and the evangelist for the revival 
(I do not remember the name) came by to see Dad.  Brother 
Bolton just simply said, “Jim, would you stand up and take me 
by the hand and by doing so say you believe and trust in Je-
sus?”  My Dad said, “Yes sir, I sure will” and he stood up and 
took him by the hand.  Dad died in 1983 and I believe my Dad 
is in heaven today because of his faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
My mother was saved at 11 years of age and joined the First 
Baptist Church of Dill City.  A few years ago we were driving 
around the old farm place and Mom pointed to a small farm 
pond and told me that was where she was baptized.  We got 
out of the car and I took her picture with that pond in the back-
ground. 
 
As a boy I was visiting with a school friend in Dill City whose 
family had a very nice home there in town.  I said to his mother, 
“Mrs. Patterson, you sure have a beautiful home.”  She replied, 
“Why Marlin, don’t you know your mother is considered the 
best house keeper in this community?”  I didn’t know that but 
feel pretty sure it was true.  She did not have all the fancy 
things, but she knew how to keep what she had clean and or-
ganized.  Mom is 96 and now in the Alterra Sterling House as-
sisted living in Weatherford.  She lived alone and drove her car 
through much of her 95th year.  She keeps a positive attitude 
and seems to be loved by the management, workers, and other 
residents of that facility.  
 
I could say many things about Mom but I’ll just say this.  My 
school teachers soon learned that if a special suit or costume 
was needed for a part in a play, I would get the part because 
the teachers knew my Mom would make the costume exactly 
like it was supposed to be.  If I have any ability as a speaker 
today, a big vote of thanks and appreciation goes to my Mom 
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who made the costumes for my parts in the plays. 
 
One Saturday morning when I was 10 years old, I was listening 
to the Back to the Bible program from Lincoln, Nebraska.  The 
speaker said, “If any of you boys and girls would like to ask Je-
sus into your heart, just place your hand on the radio and as I 
pray, you ask Jesus to come in.”  I did that and immediately 
went to the kitchen and told my Mom.  She was of course 
pleased and I was mightily blessed and divinely favored. 
 
Also that year, my Mom became pregnant and since I did not 
notice nor know why she was getting fatter, she decided to tell 
me.  The baby was due about my birthday so Mom asked me 
what I wanted for my birthday.  I told her a football.  She chick-
ened out on going further so she just said, ok, I’ll get you a 
football. 
 
I ran to our next door neighbor and said, “Mrs. Lynn, Mom just 
told me what I was going to get for my birthday!”  She was 
washing dishes and replied, “Oh that’s wonderful.  Do you want 
a little brother or a little sister?” 
 
“Little brother or little sister?  Mom told me I was going to get a 
football.”  Mrs. Lynn dropped her dishrag and ran to our house 
and said, “Oh Mrs. Hawkins, I think I’ve made a terrible mis-
take.”  So Mom went ahead and told me what was coming. 
 
Sure enough, on October 5th, 1945, the day before my 10th 
birthday, James Klee Hawkins was born.  The next morning, I 
got to go to the hospital and see my new little brother.  He is 
my only sibling but I love and appreciate him and his family so 
much.  He received his Ph.D. last May and Patsy and I attend-
ed his graduation.  Yes, mightily blessed and divinely favored!  
A wonderful, Christian brother! 
 
I attended and graduated from Dill City in 1953.  I was blessed 
with many fine, Christian teachers for which I am to this day 
thankful.  One of the best pieces of advice was given me by Bill 
Evans, the Superintendent.   
 
During the fall of my senior year, James Ellis and I were as-
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The Changing World of Baptist Polity 
 

 
 If one were to ask the average member of a local Bap-
tist church to explain Baptist polity, the most likely response 
would be a blank stare or a confused chuckle.  Many might 
brush it off as “politics,” or unimportant to church life, some-
thing that only pastors need to be concerned with, but in reality 
polity is very important to both individual believers and to the 
church bodies to which they belong.  Yet most Baptists do not 
see polity as important because they do not know what polity 
is.  Baptist author William M. Pinson, Jr. explains that “polity 
deals with how a people are organized or function according to 
what beliefs they hold.”1  This means that polity is a product of 
one’s beliefs – thus making it pertinent to every believer.  A 
study of the practice of polity in Baptist life shows that while 
traditional practices remain intact, developments in recent 
years show changes in the way Baptists are organized and 
governed.  Upon observing these transformations Baptists 
must decide whether they want to support these changes or 
fight to get back to their more traditional beliefs and practices.  
These changes within deep-rooted beliefs can be seen in vary-
ing degrees in the areas of church membership, the role of the 
pastor in church governance, and the cooperation of autono-
mous church bodies.   
 

Before talking about the structure and governance of 
the Baptist church, one must define what constitutes a Baptist 
church.  As Warren McWilliams points out in his article “The 
Church Seeks to Be Regenerate,” “Baptists have traditionally 
maintained the ideal of the pure church and rejected the notion 
of a mixed church, composed of believers and non-believers.”2  
For Baptists, a person cannot simply join the church – to be-
come a member a person must have had a personal experi-
ence with Christ, have made Him Lord of his/her life, and have 
been baptized by immersion as a believer.  McWilliams goes 
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signed to debate the coming election in which Adlai E. Steven-
son was the democrat candidate and Dwight D. Eisenhower 
was the republican candidate.  My Dad was a “Hoover” Demo-
crat so naturally I spoke for Stevenson and James for Eisen-
hower.  On Friday afternoon before the debate to be held the 
next Monday, I asked the teacher if we would be debating the 
issues of the campaign or the qualification of the candidates.  
He said we should debate the candidate’s qualifications. 
 
On Saturday, my folks took me to the county library in Cordell.  
I spent considerable time looking up the background of both 
Stevenson and Eisenhower.  On Monday I pointed out Steven-
son’s abilities and offices he had held, and then simply said, 
“And what can be said for Eisenhower.  He was just a military 
man and that’s all!”   
 
When the debate was finished, the teacher who apparently was 
a strong republican was mad and began to pace back and forth 
in front of me throwing one question after another at me.  After 
a great deal of time, he finally turned to the class and said, 
“One has debated the issues and one the qualifications of the 
men.  Which is the most important?”  Some answered, “the is-
sues!”  The teacher said well of course the issues are more im-
portant. 
 
I started to get up and remind him of my question the previous 
Friday but by this time he had berated me so much, I started to 
cry.  One of the boys said immediately to the teacher, “Marlin 
had the best speech and you just can’t take it!”  I was glad he 
spoke up but I was humiliated because I had cried in front of 
my class.  I can still see the dust behind our car as my Mom 
headed to the Superintendent’s house to tell him of the injus-
tice (in her estimation) of my treatment. 
 
A few days later, the Superintendent stopped me in the hallway 
of the school and asked, “Marlin, do you know what the test of 
a real man is?”  No sir, I answered.  He said, “When he is flat 
on the floor on his back, he can come up one more time.” That 
was excellent advice and many times over the years I have 
thought of that advice and have managed to come up one 
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more time! 
 
After graduating from high school my folks moved to California 
for a few months.  My Grandmother (Dad’s mother) living in Elk 
City was old and needing help so rather than have Dad leave 
his good job in California, I suggested that I come back to Okla-
homa and stay with her.  I got a job with the Elk City Hatchery 
as Secretary and Bookkeeper.  It was my privilege to bring 
some joy and happiness to my grandmother for a few months 
until Dad & Mom returned to Oklahoma. 
 
That fall I began college at what was then Oklahoma A&M, but 
crop failures prevented my going further than one year.  I at-
tended Western Union school in Oklahoma City and was as-
signed to Lubbock, Texas.  I rode into Lubbock on a bus, with a 
suitcase and not much in it.   
 
After two months an opening came for me to go to work at 
Reese Air Force Base there in Lubbock.  At one point they of-
fered me a promotion to the accounting office if I would go to 
Texas Tech night school and take some accounting.  I did that, 
and continued to go to night school for the next three years. 
 
One day at the church I had joined, Arnett Benson Baptist, the 
music director’s wife gave me a brochure about the Young 
People’s Better Speaker tournament.  She told me she would 
like to see me enter.  A few weeks later, I wrote my speech on 
Faithfulness to Christ in His Church and went to the Lubbock 
Association contest.  Guess what, I won first…there was no 
other entries in my age group.  I was 20 and young people at 
that time were divided into three age groups: 16 & 17, 18 & 19, 
and 20-24.  
 
So we next went to the area wide contest at Plainview, Texas.  
Yep, I won first again…there was no one in my age group 
there.  Then off to the state contest at Tyler, Texas.  There my 
luck ran out.  In my age group there were two other young 
men.  One could not talk plain and had a very bad speech im-
pediment.  I have always thought of the faith and determination 
of that young man to enter a speaking contest with such a sig-

         

17 

 

 

 

SHAWNEE, OKLAHOMA 

 

13 APRIL 2007 

 

 

CONTENTS 

 

1. INTRODUC-

TION……………………………………………………

….………………1 

 

What is polity? 

 

2. REQUIREMENTS OF CHURCH MEMBER-

SHIP……………………………….……1 

 

Regeneration and Baptism required for church 

membership and the Baptist ideal of a 

pure church 

 

Recent challenges to requiring baptism for 

church membership 

 

Growing challenge of ensuring regenerate 

church membership 

 

3. GOVERNANCE WITHIN THE LOCAL 

CHURCH……………………………………4 

 

The gap between the idea of democracy and the 

reality of pastor rule 

 

Early Baptist confessions of faith support theo-

democracy 

 

 

 

OKLAHOMA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CHANGING WORLD OF BAPTIST POLITY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUBMITTED TO 

JUDGING COMMITTEE FOR 

GASKIN BAPTIST HISTORY AWARD 

 
 
 
 
 

BY 
 

SARAH  S. UNDERWOOD 
 
 

 

 

 



The Oklahoma Baptist Chronicle 

16 

 the most pressing moments – these I call trademarks of a spir-
itual giant.” 
 
Routh died on November 7, 1987 at the age of 76 after having 
run his race with great success and having finished the course 
God had laid out for him.  By any means of measurement, Por-
ter Routh truly was a giant in our Baptist land. 
 
Submitted by Wayne Lane 
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nificant disability.  May God continue to bless him wherever he 
is today. 
 
The other young man had a very good speech on Prayer.  But 
someone had told him to stand still and hold his hands together 
(like a young lady singing a solo might do).  If he would have 
shook his fist and motioned as he said, “Prayer is a powerful 
source of strength,” he would have won.  But he didn’t and I did 
so I won.  In the run off that night, the young man from the 19-
20 age group won 1st and I won 2nd.  He chose to go to Glorieta 
and I represented Texas at Ridgecrest. 
 
Although I did not win at Ridgecrest, I had kind of a moral victo-
ry the morning after the contest.  I was walking across the 
grounds of Ridgecrest with the young man who had won, and a 
short, older lady stepped up in front of us and looking up at me 
she said, “Young man, weren’t you in the Speaker’s Tourna-
ment last night?”  I said that I was.  She said, “I just wanted to 
tell you how very much I enjoyed your speech.”  I told her thank 
you as she turned and walked away without evening speaking 
to the first place winner.  I couldn’t help get a kick out of that!  
 
Despite my not winning at Ridgecrest, God had a special mes-
sage for me while there.  Often folks had said to me, “Marlin 
you should be a preacher.”  I just replied that God has not 
called me.  One night a Ridgecrest they had a service to em-
phasize young people surrendering to special service.  I decid-
ed I would not move forward unless the Lord clearly spoke to 
me.  Remember, at this time I was working at Reese Air Force 
Base in a government job.  About half way through the invita-
tion the leader went to the microphone and said, “Now young 
people, don’t come forward if God does not call you.  He may 
want you in government service.”  I believe without a doubt that 
God sent Marlin Hawkins a telegram that night…just sit still!  
Again…mightily blessed, divinely favored! 
 
As already mentioned I was active in the Arnett Benson Baptist 
Church and sang in the choir.  One day the man sitting next to 
me said, “Marlin, my wife’s little sister is living with us, is kind of 
bashful, and we can’t get her to go to Sunday School.  Would 
you invite her?”  Well folks, I did, and she did, and last August 
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27th we celebrated 47 years going to Sunday School together.  
Yes sir….mightily blessed, divinely favored! 
 
 I graduated in 1961 from Texas Tech with a Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration with an Accounting major.  Mobil Oil came 
to interview accountants, and from that interview I was offered 
a good job in Dallas.  At that time members of Beta Alpha Psi, 
the honorary accounting fraternity of which I was a member,  
were being offered a starting salary of $400 a month (this was 
in December, 1960), better students were offered $450 a 
month.  I asked for a starting salary of $475.  The interviewer 
said, “Mr. Hawkins, where did you get that salary?”  I told him 
that I had to work my way through college and much of my 
work was in bookkeeping and accounting, and I just felt if my 
experience wasn’t worth something, I should just go dig a ditch!  
He fell back in his chair and with a big laugh said he agreed 
with me and would offer me that!  Again…mightily blessed, di-
vinely favored. 
 
In 1964, Patsy and I decided to try to adopt a baby.  The door 
opened through some friends and on December 14, 1964, Wil-
liam Michael Hawkins was born.  What joy he brought to our 
home.  In 1967, another door opened and we adopted James 
Stacy Hawkins, born March 21, 1967.  Like Mike, he too 
brought us much joy.  Again…twice…mightily blessed, divinely 
favored. 
 
When Mike was in high school, he got off into homosexuality.  
Patsy and I were devastated.  We told Mike that we could nev-
er accept his lifestyle but he was our son and we would always 
pray for and love him.  By his own testimony, our unfailing love 
took him through and out of that way of living.  But, he discov-
ered he was HIV positive which later turned to full blown AIDS.   
 
After almost dying in 1991, God gave him back to us and for 
over three and a half years. Mike gave his testimony in church-
es, Baptist Student Unions, Glorieta, and in February before he 
died in July, he spoke to chapel at OBU.  When he finished, the 
students led in a standing ovation.  Personnel from the Home 
Mission Board spent a week with Mike and our family filming 
video called “Mike’s Story.”  We have given over 100 copies of 
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  +He was outspoken in support of a Christian approach 
to race relations; 
 +He was firm in insisting the rules of the SBC be fol-
lowed by its officers and agency executives. 
 
Routh was known to respect firmly established Baptist tradi-
tions, yet he could look to the future to plan and anticipate 
changes with a practical vision of the possibilities.  He appar-
ently had the knack of cutting to the heart of any problem and 
approaching its solution with directness and simplicity. 
 
Routh’s leadership abilities were widely respected and ad-
mired.  J.W. Storer, one-time SBC president and later head of 
the SBC Foundation, said of Routh, “Reason and calm judg-
ment, the qualities especially becoming to a leader, are so con-
spicuous in his life.  He thinks before he speaks, and having 
spoken, his thesis is well-founded, and his brethren have 
learned to trust him and follow the direction he suggests.” 
 
Storer said further that Rough was “a big man physically and a 
big man in spirit” and “in all phases of his life he is an exemplar 
of the way of Christian living.” 
 
Cited was his personal life, “as honorable and circumspect as 
any man’s could be.”  He and his wife, born Ruth Elizabeth 
Purtle, were married June 7, 1936, while still at OBU. Five chil-
dren were born to the couple.  Their home was called a “quiet 
kingdom of love and daily renewal.” 
 
Among Routh’s interests outside the denomination were the 
Boy Scouts of America and the American Bible Society.  He 
also served as a trustee for Belmont College and on the execu-
tive committee of the Baptist World Alliance.  He was strong in 
support of his local church. 
 
While Routh’s contributions to Baptist work are monumental, 
he impressed Dr. Gaskin with “things small as well as things 
great.”  Dr. Gaskin once wrote of Routh, “His knack for remem-
ber names, the warmth of his first-name greetings; his ever-
present willingness to share a bit of himself with everybody in 
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 Columbia and Peabody College in Nashville.  He received an 
honorary doctorate from OBU in 1951. 
 
Outside his denominational positions, Routh worked early in his 
career in freight accounting and as a reporter on two newspa-
pers.  He was on the teaching staff at OBU in the late 1930s.  
He became associate secretary in  the Sunday School and 
Training Union Department of the Baptist General Convention 
of Oklahoma in 1940, then served as secretary of Brotherhood 
and Promotion in 1942-43. 
 
He succeeded his father as editor of the Baptist Messenger in 
1944, holding that office for two years.  He then became secre-
tary in the Department of Survey and Statistics for the Baptist 
Sunday School Board and worked there for six years.  It was 
during that period that he was elected recording secretary of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 
 
In 1951, at the age of 40, Routh was elected executive secre-
tary of the executive committee of the SBC and began a 28-
year tenure historically remarkable in numerous respects.  
Some of these his accomplishments were listed by Albert C. 
McClellan, who was serving as associate executive secretary 
and director of program planning for the SBC executive com-
mittee.  Some of what McClellan credited to Routh is summa-
rized as follows: 
 
 +He strengthened the organization of the national con-
vention and its agencies; 
 +He revised the procedures of the executive committee, 
making it more open, limiting its functions while retaining its 
delegated authority, and strengthening its ties to the state con-
ventions; 
 +He created the Baptist Press and led to its becoming 
the greatest religious press service in the world; 
 +He brought about an awareness of the importance of 
public relations; 
 +He was a principal factor in the growth of support for 
the Cooperative Program, which increased seven-fold during 
his tenure; 
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that video and continue to give copies without charge along 
with related materials to all who ask.  Mike died in 1995 but his 
life and ministry lives on and through it all we were and are…
mightily blessed, divinely favored. 
 
Our other son Stacy likewise has blessed us with 4 beautiful 
grand children, 2 grandsons now 15 and 5, and 2 granddaugh-
ters now 12 and 2.  Of course, you might know they are the 
prettiest grandchildren to be found anywhere.  Again we were 
blessed and favored. 
 
Now, back to my work.  I was with Mobil Oil for 8 ½ years when 
they wanted me to move to New York City.  In the process of 
reviewing that offer, Jerry Allen the Controller of the Oil & Gas 
Division of Cabot Corporation in Pampa, Texas offered me a 
job there and I became Manager of Oil & Gas Accounting.   
 
We joined Central Baptist in Pampa.  One summer our church 
attended Glorieta Baptist Assembly Sunday School week.  It 
was there I began to feel a calling toward what I believed to be 
the Education Ministry.   After about 18 months of prayerfully 
seeking God’s will Patsy joined me in surrendering to that call. 
 
Dr. James W. (Bob) Evans, then pastoring First Baptist Church 
of Santa Fe, had been our pastor in Midland, Texas and hear-
ing about our decision, recommended me to Glorieta Baptist 
Conference Center as Office Supervisor.  A beautiful and won-
derful place to work.  But after just over 6 months there, God 
opened another door and I was called as Minister of Education 
and Administration at First Baptist, Duncan, Oklahoma.  On our 
way moving to Duncan, we stopped by Central Baptist and they 
ordained me to the ministry.  Yes, again mightily blessed and 
divinely favored. 
 
When things did not work out well there because of problems in 
the staff that existed before I came, I went to Lloyd Jones, Di-
rector of Missions for Mullins Association and told him I would 
very much appreciate it if he could feel led to recommend me 
to another place of service. 
One Saturday morning, Brother Jones went to his office then 
located on the 3rd floor of the First Baptist Church, Duncan.  He 
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had picked up that week’s copy of the Baptist Messenger and 
saw that the Accounting Director in the Baptist General Con-
vention of Oklahoma had resigned to go to the then Sunday 
School Board. 
 
Brother Lloyd wrote M.H. (for Marlin Hawkins) beside the an-
nouncement about the Accounting Director leaving.  He locked 
his office and walked down one flight of stairs when the Lord 
led him to go back to his office and write a recommendation to 
Dr. Joe Ingram, Executive Director-Treasurer.  He wrote that 
letter and mailed it. 
 
When he received the letter, Dr. Ingram asked Clyde Clayton, 
Business Director, to call me and discuss the Accounting Direc-
tor’s job with me and on Thursday of that week Patsy and I met 
with Clyde in Chickasha.  As we drove to Chickasha to meet 
Clyde, I said to her, “Honey, I believe God is opening a door of 
service for us today.”   And that He was!   
 
The next day on Friday morning I drove to Falls Creek, met 
with Clyde and Dr. Ingram, was offered the job, and on Sunday 
morning, eight days after Lloyd Jones wrote his letter, I stood 
before First Baptist, and resigned telling them that I was mov-
ing to Oklahoma City to become Director of Accounting for the 
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma.  Yes in-
deed…..Mightily Blessed, Divinely Favored! 
 
Effective October 1, 1975, I started my work as Director of Ac-
counting.  I could never have guessed the many blessings that 
would come my way during the 25 years I served in that posi-
tion; 1975-1983 as Director of Accounting, 1983-1987 as Busi-
ness Director, and 1987-2000 as Controller. 
 
On one Monday night in late 1976, I attended a convention 
meeting at First Baptist, Oklahoma City.  Dr. Ingram and Lyle 
Garlow spoke of the work of the Convention; other speakers 
included Lowell Milburn, Child Care; Bill Haggard, Religious 
Education; Bob Lee, Baptist Student Work; Laddie Adams 
Brotherhood; Abbie Louise Green, Woman’s Missionary Union; 
J. T. Roberts. Annuity and Ministerial Services; Tal Bonham, 
Evangelism; and others I may have missed. 
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Porter Wroe Routh 
Inducted 2006 

 

“By any means of measurement, 
Porter Routh is a giant in our 
Baptist land.”  That was the assess-
ment of Dr. J.M. Gaskin, then direc-
tor of history for the Baptist General 
Convention of Oklahoma, as Porter 
Wroe Routh advanced through 
leadership roles in the state, then 
the national levels of the denomina-
tion. 
 
“While I am intrigued by his mas-
sive build, I am equally awed that 
inside him there is a warmth of spir-
it.”  Gaskin continued “He has a 
ready smile, a gentle word, a kindly manner.” 
 
Through his  exceptional career, Routh displayed not only 
those characteristics, but also those of sound judgment, far-
sightedness, fairness, firmness, compassion, a solid foundation 
in the Word of God and a zealous desire to adhere to its teach-
ings. 
 
Routh was born July 14, 1911, into a family with an established 
religious character.  His father, Eugene C. Routh, was a South-
ern Baptist minister who served many years as editor of the 
Baptist Standard in Texas and later as editor of the Baptist 
Messenger in Oklahoma.  Porter was the fourth child in a family 
of three brothers and three sisters. 
 
He was graduated from Classen High School in Oklahoma City 
in 1929 and from Oklahoma Baptist University four years later 
with a bachelor of arts degree.  He later spent a year each at 
Southern Seminary in Louisville, the University of Missouri in 
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As I drove home after that meeting I was so excited and thrilled 
that I was getting to be a part of this great organization and all 
the many ministries.  A full moon was out and as I drove home 
I prayed a simple prayer, “Lord, I feel a need to either get my 
Masters degree in Accounting or obtain a Certified Public Ac-
countant license.  If you will just open the door I’ll go through it.  
Amen” 
 
The very next morning, in the mail was a letter from our Con-
vention Auditor telling me about the Becker CPA Review 
Course beginning in one week.  Immediately as I read the letter 
I felt like God was looking over my shoulder showing me the 
answer to my prayer offered just the night before. 
 
I did take the course.  It was rough.  I had been out of college 
16 years and there had been many changes.  I took out my lit-
tle pocket New Testament and wrote “CPA” beside James 1:5. 
I recognize I was taking some poetic license in claiming the 
promise of that verse, but it worked.  I took the test and passed 
all four parts of the CPA exam the first time.  To God be the 
Glory…..yes, I was mightily blessed…and certainly divinely fa-
vored! 
 
When I came to the Baptist Building, I never saw so many 
“Doctors;” Dr. Ingram, Dr. Lackey, Dr. Roberts, Dr. Bonham, 
Dr. Jordan, then serving on the Board of Directors, etc.  So 
Clyde Clayton, Harry Dodd (Falls Creek Manager) and I decid-
ed we also should be “Doctors!”  Clyde who was very small in 
stature was Little Doctor, Harry was Falls Creek Doctor, and I 
was Money Doctor. 
 
Going into the Skirvin Hotel restaurant one day, the hostess 
escorted us to a table and asked if that table was alright.  Clyde 
turned to me and said, “Is this ok with you, Doctor?” to which I 
answered, “Yes Doctor, this is fine.”  A waitress immediately 
walked up and pulled a bottle of pills from her apron and said, 
“Pardon me Doctors, but can you tell me what this medicine is 
for?”  Clyde immediately answered, “Yes, it is for ingrown toe-
nail.”  She said, “Oh Doctor, be serious.  What is this?”  Clyde 
said, “It’s Kektate Biazine.”  As she stuck it back in her apron 
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and turned to leave the table she said, “I’ve been wondering 
what this was.”  I guess to this day she believes that! 
 
Clyde was in the hospital the last time is saw him shortly before 
his death.  As I turned to leave his hospital room, Clyde said, 
“Come back to see me Doctor.”  Of course I answered, “I will 
Doctor.”  I fully expect when I walk through the gates of heav-
en, one of the people I will see will be Clyde and he will certain-
ly say, “Glad you made it Doctor!”  
 
Just as a side note, I was presented an honorary Doctor of Di-
vinity degree by the American Christian College and Seminary 
on May 7, 2005.  But since that university lost its accreditation 
shortly after that, I have never said much about it. 
 
As Director of Accounting/Business Director/Controller I was 
responsible for many areas besides just the accounting.  I su-
pervised the Falls Creek accounting office during the summer 
assemblies, was Treasurer of the Baptist Building Federal 
Credit Union, Assistant Treasurer of the Baptist Building Corpo-
ration, responsible for the property and casualty insurance on 
all convention properties excluding OBU, responsible for the 
personnel life and health insurance, scheduled the display lo-
cations for the state convention, and trained Association Clerks 
in the preparation of the uniform church letter (now called An-
nual Church Profile). 
 
Of all those responsibilities, one of the high lights of my service 
those 25 years, was when I participated in what was then 
called World Mission Conferences.  I loved to explain how we 
furnished every church in Oklahoma a pre-printed form on 
which they could list their contributions to Cooperative Program 
and other major ministries of the convention. 
 
I would tell how every Friday, the Income Clerk would tell the 
Accounts Payable Clerk how many Cooperative Program dol-
lars we had received for that week.  The Accounts Payable 
clerk would prepare and mail a check to the Executive Commit-
tee in Nashville for 40% (the percentage for most of my years 
of work) of the total dollars.  The Executive Committee would 
get that check and the next week would distribute this money to 
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day I walked out of his room at Baptist Hospital shortly before 
his death in 1989, my walk with, beside, and behind Clyde 
Clayton was indeed “my lucky day!” 

 
Submitted by Marlin Hawkins 
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while a small man in physical stature, was a giant of a man, 
spiritually and administratively! . . . although he was my boss 
until his untimely retirement in 1983, he was much more my 
friend, confidant, and teacher.  It is a pleasure to pay respect to 
the remembrance of this great man by dedicating this special 
issue of the Chronicle to him!” 
 
At the time of his retirement in 1983, Baptist Messenger Editor 
Richard McCartney wrote an editorial entitled “One Last Thing, 
Clyde.”  Below are selected quotes from that article. 
 
“ . . . we’re beginning to discover what Clyde Clayton did these past 
12 years.  It will take five of us to cover all of his responsibilities and 
we’re still finding things he was doing.  Marlin Hawkins assumes that 
title Clyde vacated and will handle accounting, insurance and building 
management chores.  Frances Grafton and Laddie Adams will as-
sume responsibilities for the two mission encampments, Nunny-Cha-
ha and Camp Hudgens, Harry Dodd, resident manager until now, will 
direct all of the work related to Falls Creek Assembly and I will over-
see the convention’s printing and mailing services in addition to the 
Baptist Messenger. 
 
“I wonder how in the world such a small man managed to look after 
so many different jobs without appearing to get his feathers ruffled.  
Clyde is one of those unique individuals who could have made a 
great juggler in the circus.  Those guys who can keep five billiard 
balls, two plates and three Indian clubs in the air without dropping one 
or getting hit on the head are amazing.  That’s the kind of person 
Clyde Clayton is.” 
 

It is this writer’s belief that it was this exceptionally heavy load 
that led to Clyde’s early death by heart attack on April 14, 1989 
at only 68 years of age. 
 
To quote from Dr. J. M. Gaskin again, “I never heard one word 
of criticism of Clyde Clayton.  He had a great sense of humor 
and every time I met him, he would greet me with a big smile, 
shake hands, and say, ‘You are doing a great work!’” 
 
Many times when we were traveling to a meeting or out eating 
together, I would say “This was a good Meeting” or “This is a 
delicious meal,” and Clyde would invariably answer, “Yes, this 
is our lucky day!”  From the day I first met him in 1975 until the 
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the Foreign Mission Board (now IMB), the Home Mission Board 
(now NAMB), to the six seminaries, and other activities sup-
ported through the Cooperative Program. 
 
So, for those churches who sent us their Cooperative Program 
contributions on a weekly basis, their money was on the field, 
working for the Lord in some ten to twelve days after they gave 
it on Sunday.  Many times older, faithful members of the church 
would come by me after the service and say, “That’s the first 
time I really understood how our money was handled.”  They 
were so happy to learn about this and for me…I was mightily 
blessed….divinely favored! 
 
As I planned for retirement in 2000, Dr. Jordan came to me in 
late 1999 and asked if I would like to work on a part-time basis 
as Historical Secretary, overseeing the Dr. J. M. Gaskin Histori-
cal Library and Archives.  I accepted this offer. 
 
As I began to think of this responsibility, I was a little worried.  I 
thought to myself I have always liked to look and plan ahead 
and I’m not sure about this spending time on looking back…on 
history.  One Sunday night on the way to church as I thought 
about this, the Lord spoke to my heart with this thought, 
“Looking to the Future, through the Eyes of the Past!”  I quickly 
pulled to the side of the road and wrote this down before it got 
away from my memory!  And at my very first Historical Com-
mission meeting I asked the Commissioners to adopt this as a 
theme for our work.  The voted it and on all letterheads, enve-
lopes, etc., we have printed, “Looking to the Future through the 
Eyes of the Past!” 
 
Now, I had an enormous amount of things to learn related to 
this work.  Bettie Moore was secretary and took me under her 
wing.  After Bettie retired, Freida Sheldon took this job.  After a 
short bit of time with Bettie, she had to look, study, and dig to 
keep up with all that goes on.  May I add at this point, she has 
done a splendid job and will be invaluable to the next leader of 
this work. 
Almost immediately I drove to Durant and entered the “Gaskin 
Baptist History Institute” the name we gave to my time of train-
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ing with Dr. Gaskin.  He had served as Historical Secretary for 
45 years, had studied our history, and had written 21 books 
about our history.  He started with the basics of how shelving of 
books should be done, how books should be classified, etc.  I 
have brought with me this Doctor of Oklahoma Baptist History 
certificate.  Let me read it to you.   
 
“The Honorary Degree of Doctor of History has been conferred 
on William Marlin Hawkins for outstanding contributions to Bap-
tist History in Oklahoma by the criteria established and upon 
the authority of the Gaskin Baptist History Institute, a non-
traditional educational institution having no catalog, no campus, 
no endowment, no degree curriculum and no other guarantees 
except for rights of the recipient to display on the office wall for 
bragging purposes.  Given under our hand and seal on the 6th 
day of October, 2005 (which happened to be my 70th birthday).  
Signed by J. M. Gaskin, Th.B., D.D., Litt.D., LL.D, President, 
Professor of History and by Helen Gaskin, Vice-President, Re-
ceptionist, Music Director, and Chef.” 
 
Many times during these seven years I would leave Oklahoma 
City at 6 AM, and arrive at the Gaskin’s home in Durant at 9 
AM.  Mrs. Helen Gaskin would always have a hot cup of coffee, 
some kind of homemade cinnamon roll to go with the coffee, 
beautiful, scented lighted candles all over the house and a 
roaring fire in the fireplace.  We would spend the first 30 or 45 
minutes visiting about what was going on in the Baptist world, 
their church, and our families.   Then Dr. Gaskin would begin 
his “lecture” and I would take notes all day long!  A majority of 
times, Mrs. Gaskin would fix our lunch (more like an evening 
dinner) and what wonderful, delicious food and desserts she 
would prepare.  In many ways, that was always the high point 
of my visit! 
 
As I began to get better acquainted with my responsibilities, I 
found some organizational needs that would better help us per-
form our work in a more orderly fashion.  I updated and revised 
the Oklahoma Baptist Hall of Fame (OBHF)  Purpose State-
ment, revised and changed the Guidelines for the OBHF, pre-
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west particularly is a significant mission instrument.” 

 
No longer in this position at the time this article was written, 
Clayton concluded, “Do I miss student work today?  Oh, yes!  
Would I return to it today?  Oh, no!  Oklahoma BSU has never 
been in better hands.  Bob Lee is a master as a state student 
leader. 
 
“Of course the Claytons aren’t really out of BSU.  Our younger 
daughter is missions chairman of the BSU and president of the 
College Cabinet in her university community church.” 
 
Dr. J. M. Gaskin, editor of this Spring 1974 issue of The Chron-
icle added this editor’s note: “‘Clayton says, ‘This article of 
“ramblings” would be considered more in the form of memoirs 
than history,’” but,’ Gaskin continues, “I have used it just as 
Clyde wrote it, for it gives meaningful insights into certain facts 
of Baptist Student Union work which are too often overlooked 
by the serious historian.” 
 
Clayton had served 10 years in the religious education depart-
ment prior to his 13 years of heading up BSU work when the 
Board of Directors of the BGCO on May 18, 1971 appointed 
him Business Director.  As Business Director Clayton was 
placed in charge of the convention accounting office, central 
services, building maintenance, insurance, and all physical 
properties of the convention including the Baptist Building and 
Falls Creek Assembly.   
 
The writer was serving as Minister of Education and Admin-
istration at First Church, Duncan, when on August 26, 1975, a 
call came from Clyde Clayton in the Baptist Building.  That call 
resulted in my meeting with he and Dr. Joe L. Ingram at Falls 
Creek on Friday, August 29, 1975, and being hired as Director 
of Accounting.  The following eight years were some of the 
happiest I had ever spent in my life, walking with, listening to, 
being supervised by Clyde Clayton. 
 
It was my joy to dedicate the Spring 2002, 50th Anniversary of 
the Historical Commission issue of The Oklahoma Baptist 
Chronicle to Clyde Clayton with these words: “Clyde Clayton, 

Clyde Clayton 
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When Evanna came to visit her parents in 1946, she met Clyde 
and the “love bug” landed on both of them.  On May 12, 1947, 
Clyde and Evanna were married.  They had two daughters, Re-
becca Lynn (1949-2002) and Carol Jane (1952- ). 
 
On October 1, 1947, Clyde was employed by the Baptist Gen-
eral Convention of Oklahoma to work with the Department of 
Religious Education as associate to E. W. Westmoreland in 
Sunday School and Training Union work.  The story of Clyde 
Clayton would not be complete without recognizing his humor 
and amazing ability to use stories to make his point in various 
Sunday School and Training Union conferences. 
 
Dr. J. M. Gaskin, Historical Secretary Emeritus, shared this sto-
ry Clyde used in his Sunday School conferences.  Clyde said 
when he was invited to preach at a church and then taken 
home by one of the members for lunch, he always knew wheth-
er or not the lady of the house was really prepared for compa-
ny.  If she served vanilla wafers and canned peaches, he knew 
she wasn’t!  He said, “If you as a Department Director are not 
properly prepared to open Sunday School or as a teacher have 
not carefully prepared to teach your lesson, what you are doing 
is serving your members ‘vanilla wafers and canned peaches.’” 
 
In January 1958, Baptist Student work, which had been a part 
of the Music Department, was assigned to Religious Education 
with Clyde Clayton named to direct the work.  On June 1, 1968, 
a separate department of Student Work was established with 
Clyde Clayton elected secretary. 
 
Clayton’s deep feeling for Baptist Student Work was revealed 
in the following quotes from his article entitled “Baptist Student 
Union” which was published in The Oklahoma Baptist Chroni-
cle Spring 1974 issue.   
 
“Capture the mind and heart of leadership among youth. You’ve got 
future. Astute men have acted on this premise.  Frank Leavell was an 
astute man.  In the twenties he nudged Southern Baptists to ponder a 
field ‘white unto harvest.’  A few pondered.  Some sensed the princi-
ple.  BSU was born . . . But newborn BSU was born a most modest 
infant.  Less perceptive leadership on the BSU scene would have 

shed few tears had the infant perished.  It survived, and in the south-
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pared a detailed Recommendation Form for the OBHF,  and 
prepared and Annual Timetable for the OBHF. 
 
When Pastor Alva Smith of the Rock Spring Baptist Church (a 
plains Indian Baptist Church north of Anadarko) said he would 
like to see his church named as a “Historical Site,” I wrote a 
Purpose Statement for Oklahoma Baptist Historical Sites and 
the Historical Commission approved it.  Brother Smith’s church 
was the first one to be so named. 
 
Back in 2002, someone suggested that we have a Gaskin Ar-
chives committee to oversee the care for and operation of the 
Gaskin Archives.  I prepared a 12 point proposed listing of re-
sponsibilities for that committee and we are still in the process 
of refining that list. 
 
As you know, to be elected to the Oklahoma Baptist Hall of 
Fame, you must have been dead for 15 years.  As I became 
more and more acquainted with the work and ministry of Dr. J. 
M. Gaskin through the years continuing to this very day, I be-
gan to think of a way we could better recognize and appreciate 
him while he is still alive.  With that in mind I drew up a recom-
mendation for an Oklahoma Baptist Statesman Award, the His-
torical Commission approved it and we awarded Dr. Gaskin 
that recognition on March 18, 2004. 
 
In the March 13, 2001 meeting of the Historical Commission, 
Dr. Gaskin suggested the possibility of publishing a book with 
the title Oklahoma Baptist Hall of Fame, Vol. 1.  Then on March 
12, 2002 the Historical Commission appointed Lemuel Ball, Dr. 
Gaskin and me to review and revise the guidelines for what 
was then called “The Oklahoma Baptist Honor Roll.” 
 
In the September 12, 2002 meeting, we made our report which 
among other things changed the name of the program to 
“Oklahoma Baptist Hall of Fame.”  Also at that meeting, Dr. 
Gaskin suggested that we attempt to induct enough people so 
that by 2006 we would have inducted 100, to coincide with the 
Convention’s celebration of its founding 100 years ago.  With 
all the other work we were doing, I just did not believe we could 
get a book done. 
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In the May 6, 2003 Commission meeting Lemuel Ball, J. M. 
Gaskin, and I were appointed as the Oklahoma Baptist Hall of 
Fame, Vol. 1 committee.  I served as Editor, and with a lot of 
help from Freida Sheldon, Bettie Moore, others, we finished the 
job and one of the things I am most proud of is that book.  In 
addition to the 100 monographs, we included a monograph of 
Dr. J. M. Gaskin under the title of “J. M. Gaskin, Oklahoma 
Baptist Statesman Award 2004.”  I never expect to write or edit 
another book, but I am thankful I had the opportunity to work on 
and edit this one. 
 
There are still things that Dr. Gaskin recommended that I have 
not been able to finish.  Hopefully my successor will take these 
things and finish them up. 
 
In closing, I want to thank Dr. Jordan for asking me to take this 
responsibility, I thank Dr. Gaskin for his patience and under-
standing as he mentored me in this work, I thank Mrs. Gaskin 
for being such a great hostess through the years, I thank the 
many of you who have served on the Historical Commission 
and as officers of the Historical Society, I want to doubly thank 
Bettie Moore and Freida Sheldon who had to put up with my 
forgetfulness, mistakes, and failures which probably made their 
responsibilities harder than they were already, and finally, I 
want to thank and praise the Lord Jesus Christ who in my 72 
years has led and directed my footsteps and because of His 
leadership I have been… 

MIGHTILY BLESSED…AND DIVINELY FAVORED! 
 
 

Marlin Hawkins 

September 29, 2007 
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Clyde Clayton Jr. 

Inducted 2006 
 

Clyde Clement Clayton Jr. was born March 30, 1921, in 

Houston, Texas, the son of Clyde C. Sr., and Willie Vivian 
(Cox) Clayton.  His parents were ac-
tive in South Main Church, Houston, 
where Clyde was saved and baptized 
at 10 years of age. 
 
He attended public school in Houston 
and received his BA degree from Bay-
lor University in the class of 1942.  
While his parents owned and operated 
a very profitable tire business and 
franchise, a place where Clyde could 
have been handed a very profitable 
career, when Clyde at an early age 
felt the call of the Lord to enter the ministry, he never hesitated.  
He earned the Master of Theology degree from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 
 
Ordained to the ministry by South Main Church, Houston, and 
prior to coming to Oklahoma, Clayton pastored four rural 
churches in central and east Texas.  In 1945, he was called as 
associate pastor of First Church, Norman, serving under the 
leadership of Dr. E. F. Hallock.  
 
Two additional significant events happened in 1945.  Evanna 
Marti, a professional artist, graduated from Oklahoma Universi-
ty and was employed as a professional artist with the Baptist 
Sunday School Board, now known as Lifeway Christian Re-
sources.  Her parents that same year moved to Norman and 
joined First Baptist Church where Clyde was on staff.   
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Memorial Gifts 
 

          On September 8, 1998 by vote of the Historical Commis-

sion, a memorial fund was established whereby a gift of $25 or 

more may be made to the Gaskin Historical Archives and Li-

brary Forever Fund in memory of a deceased relative or friend. 

 

 

Joseph Alexander Gaskin, Cartersville; 

Given by J. M. Gaskin 

 

George Hill, Coalgate; 
Given by Margaret Hill 

 

George Hill, Coalgate; 

Given by J. M. Gaskin 

 

Nadean Justice, Oklahoma City; 

Given by J. M. Gaskin 

 

Murray Leath, Plano, Texas; 

Given by Marlin and Patsy Hawkins 

 

Clara Luedecke, Weatherford, Texas; 

Given by Marlin and Patsy Hawkins 

 

Robert Mackey, Durant; 

Given by Mrs. Robert Mackey 

 

John H. Morton, Durant; 

Given by Bill J. Morton 

 

Emma L. Shoemate Morton, Durant; 

Given by Bill J. Morton 
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Carleen Jones, Oklahoma City;  

Given by Marlin and Patsy Hawkins 

 

Thelma Townsend, Oklahoma City; 

Given by Marlin and Patsy Hawkins 

 

Lawrence Van Horn, Oklahoma City; 

Given by Marlin and Patsy Hawkins 

 

Bob Burrows, Amarillo, Texas; 

Given by Marlin and Patsy Hawkins 

 

John D. Riggs, Durant; 

Given by J.M. Gaskin 

 

Dick Lovelady, Bethany; 

Given by Marlin & Patsy Hawkins 

 

Jim Glaze, Montgomery, Alabama; 

Given by Marlin & Patsy Hawkins 

 

Margie Ball, Claremore; 

Given by Lemuel Ball 

 

James Ball, Claremore; 

Given by Lemuel Ball 

 

Virginia Ann Fry, Claremore; 

Given by Lemuel Ball 

 

Todd Sheldon, Dallas, Texas; 

Given by the Historical Commission 

 

Todd Sheldon, Dallas, Texas; 

Given by Marlin & Patsy Hawkins 
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William G. Tanner, Belton, Texas; 

Given by Marlin & Patsy Hawkins 

 

Mrs. Carrell Hooper, Durant; 

Given by J.M. & Helen Gaskin 
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