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The 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre was the worst civil disturbance on American
soil since the Civil War. While the past cannot be changed, we can allow events
of the past to change us — our perspective, our attitudes and our hearts.
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On this day 100 years ago, May 30, 1921, a 19 year old Dick Rowland is
falsely accused of attacking a 17 year old Sarah Page on a downtown elevator
as reported by the Tulsa Tribune. This false narrative struck the match that lit
the fires of racial discord in this city and erupted into 16 to 18 hours of
carnage, destruction and mayhem. One of the most prosperous black
communities at that time in the United States was destroyed. What took many
Tulsa residents a lifetime to build took other people only hours to destroy. One
library, two dozen grocery stores, four drugstores, eight doctors’ offices, a
dozen churches, over 30 restaurants and an entire neighborhood were
reduced to ruins. Countless lives were forever changed by the racist actions
and attitudes of Tulsa citizens. The 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre reveals how
wrong attitudes can result in great destruction. But that Spirit of Greenwood
would not die. With the indomitable human spirit of resilience, this community
literally rebuilt itself bigger and better, economically than before.

Today, the community of faith join with Tulsa, and unite together to commemorate,
acknowledge and pray:
Pray against the attitudes of
racism that still exist in our
world and in our culture today.

Pray that you will see all people
as made in the image of God
and worthy of respect.

Pray for the victims of the
massacre, some who are buried
in mass graves even unto today.

Pray for the healing which only
the Spirit of God can bring.

Pray against the sin of racism
that still lives in some of our
churches today.
Pray and repent of any attitude
of racism, prejudice or bias that
God finds in your heart.

Pray that God would heal the
hearts of all people.
Pray that in spite of this horrific
tragedy, God can use each of us
to help move us all forward
along the path of racial
reconciliation and harmony for
the next generation to see,
experience and pass along.

