Giving: An Act of Fellowship

The Cooperative Program

The time when we bring our tithes and offerings to the Lord is one of the most
powerful five minutes of our Sunday. This is a significant time of fellowship. The
biblical Greek word “koinonia”, often translated “fellowship”, is also used in the
New Testament as a word for giving.
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The Apostle Paul writes,
“What you are doing is much more than a service that supplies God’s people with what
they need. It is something that will make many others thank God. The way in which you
have proved yourselves by this service will bring honor and praise to God. You believed
the message about Christ, and you obeyed it by sharing [koinonia] generously with God’s
people and with everyone else.” (2 Corinthians 9:12-13 CEV)
Each week in our churches we come in an act of fellowship from our
neighborhoods and communities. We worship our Savior in spirit and truth,
fellowshipping together in the Word. And every Sunday morning we also come
together... giving as an act of fellowship.

We Fellowship Together through the Cooperative Program
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As it was in Paul’s day, this kind of fellowship continues to be shared among believers
everywhere. When Oklahoma Baptists give their tithes and offerings to their local
church, each church determines how much of their budget they will send through the
Cooperative Program. The funds are received each week by the Baptist General
Convention of Oklahoma. The Cooperative Program raises about $25.5 million dollars
annually in our state. We take very seriously the stewardship of this money as it is given
in worship as an offering to the Lord. Here is how the money is distributed to the nations
through our state convention:

We Can Do More Together
through the Cooperative Program
As proven, we can do more
together than we could ever do
alone. The Coopertaive Program
helps each church to have a
global vision to reach their
neighbors, their nation and the
world. When people see how
much impact they can make
through the CP, they are inspired
to do more.
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