
"May all the peoples of the earth know that the LORD is God. There 
is no other! Be wholeheartedly devoted to the LORD our God to 
walk in his statutes and to keep his commands, as it is today."

1 Kings 8:60-61



Which one of these statements best 
describes why you want to talk with 
someone right now?

I need to be saved and start a relationship with God. (S.1)

I have clearly been saved in the past, but I need to recommit my life to Jesus. (S.2)

I am unsure of my salvation. (S.2A)

I need to be baptized or I feel like God is calling me to some other 
step of obedience. (S.4)

Some other decision not on this list (explain here):

I want someone to pray with me. (S.5)

I believe God is calling me to serve in a Christian vocation. (S.3)

In the past, I know I asked Jesus to forgive me and I have a relationship with God, but...



Salvation

OUR PROBLEM

Trusting Jesus for salvation and having a 
relationship with God is the single most 
important thing in life. Every person has 
chosen to live life their own way. Because of 
our sin, our relationship with God is broken. 
We know from the Bible that every person 
must admit they need a Savior, receive 
forgiveness for their sin by trusting in 

Jesus, and turning to Jesus making Him 
Lord of their life.

Over the next few minutes, we will talk 
through a few things to help you understand 
more about how to place your trust in 
Jesus for salvation and life. Then you will 
have the chance to pray to be forgiven of 
your sin and start a relationship with God.

Our sin (breaking God’s commandments), separates us from Him. Our sin causes a gap far too 
deep and wide for us to cross ourselves. Our personal e�orts to fix this problem will not make us 
right with God. Because God is good and holy, He must judge sin. Hell was created to justly 
punish sin wherever it is found.

All of us have become like one 
who is unclean, and all our 
righteous acts are like filthy rags…

Isaiah 64:6

“...for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God.”

Romans 3:23

S.1



“God made Him who had no 
sin to be sin for us, so that in 
Him we might become the 
righteousness of God.”

2 Corinthians 5:21

“...the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”

Romans 6:23

This is reality, but because God loves us, He made a way for us to have life and forgivenss. The 
Bible says, “He (God) is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.” Romans 5:8

Jesus’ death on the cross is essential for our forgiveness. We deserve punishment, but 
Jesus took our punishment instead. He sacrificed His perfect life in the place of our 

sinful life. Our sin takes us away from God, but Jesus’ choice to die in our place gave 
us the opportunity to be forgiven of our sin and to live forever with God.

“By his power God raised the 
Lord from the dead, and he 
will raise us also.”

1 Corinthians 6:14

OUR HOPE
Jesus is the ultimate show of God’s love for 
us. Jesus is God. He came to the world to 
connect you with God and deal with your 
sin. The Bible says,

“Christ also su�ered for sins once for all, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, that He 
might bring you to God.” 1 Peter 3:18



“For everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.

Romans 10:13

OUR DECISION
We must decide to put our trust in Jesus 
(believe) by relying on what He did on the 
cross to pay for our sin so we can be 
restored to God now and live eternally with 

Him in Heaven. If we decide not to trust in 
Jesus, we will justly pay for our own sins in 
God's prison, hell.

The Bible gives a clear invitation to know Jesus and allow Him to take complete control of every 
part of your life.

“… if you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and 
it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.” Romans 10:9-10 

1) Has what’s been discussed made sense, 
and do you think it is the truth?

2) Is there anything holding you back from 
trusting Jesus right now?

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever 

believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already because they have not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.”

John 3:16-18



YOUR LOVE
You just began a brand new journey in your 
life. God’s Spirit has just entered your life 
today and He will never leave you. 

Write down today’s date, where you are, 
and the time here:

What just happened!?
Congratulations! If you truly just put your trust in Jesus you now have forgiveness, true peace 
with God, cleansing, identity, purpose, security, and more! Your attitude about sin will begin to 
change and you will begin to grow as a follower of Jesus if you seek after Him.

God, change my life and guide me 
everyday.

God, I trust Jesus alone for forgiveness of 
my sins and to have eternal life in Heaven. 

God, I believe Jesus is Lord and that He 
died on the cross and rose from the dead. 

Tell God these things:

Are you ready to trust Jesus and begin your 
new life with God by asking him to forgive 
your sin and give you a new way of life?

The way we put our trust in Jesus is 
by calling on Him through prayer.

Jesus showed us the most important things 
about living life with God.

"Jesus answered, "The most important is , 
"Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one. And you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength. The second is this: 'You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no 
other commandment greater than these." 
Mark 12:29-31

Now, the more you learn and understand 
about God, the more you will understand 
about loving Him and loving other people. 
How can you do that?



New believer? Learn more 
about pursing God in the 
Pursuit Bible study.
Scan the QR code with your 
phone to view this resource.

The Pursuit: Daily 
Bible Studies

“But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ…“

2 Peter 3:18

Decision Team: Pray for the person you are talking with, then together 
fill out the Information Card at the back of this guide.

Find a mentor. Find someone who can teach you how to pray and read the Bible. The more 
you know about God, the more you will know how to follow Him. If you have some 
additional questions, Section Four (S.4) has a list of questions and answers that may help 
you understand more about Jesus.

5)

Connect with the Church. You need to 
connect with people, in a Bible-believing 
church who are also connected to Jesus. Go 
to Section Five (S.5), Question One for more 
information.

4)

Pursue. Spend time daily reading the Bible (2 
Timothy 3:16-17), praying (Jeremiah 33:3), 
walking in obedience (James 1:22), and 
loving and serving others (John 13:34-35). 

3)

2) Be Baptized. Talk to your leader about how 
you can be baptized and show everyone 
what God has done in your heart and life.

Tell someone as soon as possible what God 
did in your life. Who can you talk to about it?

1)

Here are some ideas for you:

YOUR LIFE
This is the first step in a major life change 
for you. It is the first day of a great journey 
in your individual relationship with God. 
Jesus forgave your sin today. You are a new 
person. (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Today and every day, you have the 
opportunity to learn all you can about 
Jesus so you will know how to follow Him 
each day.



Recommitment
S.2

For doubts or questions about salvation go to S.2A

When you trust Jesus for salvation, He 
forgives your sin (past, present, and future) 
and He becomes the Lord (leader) of your 
life.

Let’s read Romans 10:9-10:

“…if you confess with your mouth that 
‘Jesus is Lord’, and believe in your heart 
that God raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved.”

Have you done that?
Tell me about when you called 
on Jesus’ name and asked Him 
to be your Lord and Savior:

Date/Age: Place:



“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from unrighteousness.”

1 John 1:9

What do you think are some things that 
caused your relationship with Jesus to change?

DISTRACTION
Are you distracted from your relationship with God? If you are distracted and not 
giving your relationship with Jesus priority, it will not grow and will begin to feel distant. 
You need to focus on your relationship with Christ and start doing what God asks you 
to do. Focus on Him.

DECISIONS

Are you confident you have trusted Jesus in 
the past?

Our daily decisions can lead us away from God. Are you making decisions that are 
taking you away from God’s best? You know you are a child of God, but you do not 
obey God (sin). You can restore your relationship with Jesus if you will confess your sin 
to Him and begin following God faithfully.

If you are not sure if you ever accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior, let’s turn to Section One 
(S.1) right now and walk through that part of the guide.

If you are certain of when you began a relationship with God, let’s talk about what happens now. 
Just like relationships with people, your relationship with God can become distant. 

God has made His forgiveness available!



Need Biblical encouragement as you 
refocus your walk with Jesus?
Scan the QR code to view this resource.

Recommitment

Staying close with the Lord is all about connection.

Are you ready right now to talk with God 
about your past decisions and ask Him to 
lead your future?

Write those ideas here:

WHAT DO YOU THINK NEEDS TO BE THE NEXT STEP TO 
RETURN TO GOD’S BEST FOR YOUR LIFE?

Speak to God about your past, current, and your future decisions. Ask Him to forgive you and 
guide you through the next steps of how to live life with Him.

The next step is developing a plan of how to live God’s plan for your life.

PRAY TOGETHER RIGHT NOW.



Now, go tell someone what 
God is doing in your life.

Connect with Believers
If you are going to make real changes in 
your life, you will also need to be connected 
to other Christians (the church) for support, 
encouragement, accountability, worship, 
service, and Christian community.

Every plan should include setting aside 
consistent time to be alone with God to ask 
Him for help and guidance. Regular time of 
prayer, scripture reading and study, and 
worship are important to help us stay 
connected.

For help reading and understanding the 
Bible on your own you can download a free 
Bible Study called the Devotional to End All 
Devotionals.

Connect with God

Learn how to study the Bible 
on your own with the 
Devotional to End All 
Devotionals.
Scan the QR code with your 
phone to view this resource.

Devotional to End 
All Devotionals

 Decision Team: Pray for the person you are talking with. Encourage them to 
contact the person listed above, then complete the Information Card at the back of 

this guide.

Who is someone you can talk with about 
this decision?

How can you connect with other Christians?

When is the best time for you to have a 
time alone with God for Bible reading and 
prayer?



“He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for 
the sins of the whole world.”

1 John 2:2

Looking Back

I have a testimony of trusting in Jesus for 
salvation in the past, but I have sinned 
since then, and I feel a long way from 
God now. 

I have had some tough situations in life 
that make me doubt there is a God.

I was very young and do not remember 
when I trusted in Jesus for salvation / I 
think I did not understand enough about 
God when I made this decision.  

I am not sure I ever accepted Jesus or 
asked Jesus to forgive my sin. 

You don’t have to know everything about 
God to have put your trust in Him for 
salvation. The average person doesn’t know 
everything about electricity, but they still 

flip the light switch on. They may not fully 
wrap their mind around how such a heavy 
plane can fly through the air, but they still 
get on the plane.

There are many reasons why a person experiences doubts and feels separated from God. Look 
at the list below and check the one that fits you best.

S.2A: DOUBTS OR QUESTIONS ABOUT 
SALVATION

When you understand the message of salvation and put your trust in Jesus Christ, He forgives 
your sin (past, present and future). God then begins to guide you in your life decisions. God sees 
our past, present and our future. When He loves and accepts someone in salvation, God already 
knows the sin they will commit in the future and He still loves them enough to forgive them.  



Moving Forward

If you have a time when you have done that, record it here:

Place:Time/Age:

Has there ever been a time in your life when you made the decision to accept the message of 
God’s salvation? You need to understand:

If you are not sure if you ever understood the message of salvation and put your trust in Jesus 
Christ in the past, let’s turn to Section One (S.1) right now and walk through that part of the guide 
to understand more about what it looks like to start a relationship with God.

If you feel like you understood the salvation message and came to know Jesus in the past, but it 
seems like nothing has changed in your life, let’s look closer at how Jesus directs us.

Sometimes our spiritual growth with God is slow, so we think we are not growing at all. But, when 
you look at your growth over time, you may notice how God is at work in your life. If you can go 
back to a time when you first met Jesus and you can see the changes He has made in your life, 
even if they are small, then here are a few things to think about:

#1) There is one great God.

#2) You sinned against Him. We have one great problem.

#3) Jesus paid for your sins and rose from the grave. We have one 
great hope in Jesus.

#4) You must place your trust/reliance on Jesus Christ to receive 
salvation as a gift.



“I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a 
little child will never enter it.” 

Luke 18:17

Just as we were saved by grace, God keeps 
us saved by grace. Once you accept Jesus 
as your Lord and Savior, there is nothing 
that can separate you from that 
relationship. Jesus said, “I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish; no one can 
snatch them out of My hand.” John 10:28

Paul wrote, “For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39

If you feel like you are the one maintaining your connection to God, you have forgotten He is the 
one who holds you. We have the responsibility to follow God, but He is the one who carries you. 
For more information, you can also read John 6:37-40, Jude 1:24, and 1 Corinthians 1:8-9.

You will never know “enough.”
Since your understanding of God has grown over time, you may think that you were not saved 
earlier because you did not know “enough.” The issue is not information; it is an issue of the 
heart. Next year you will know even more about God and the year after that. When you started 
following Jesus, God did not require you to know everything about Him (which would be 
impossible); He required only that you place your trust in Jesus.

You do not hold on to God, 
God holds on to you.



“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

John 3:16

When you accept Jesus, God takes away your sin and gives you eternal life. If you can lose 
“eternal life,” it was never really “eternal” was it?

If you spend your life living in constant fear that God will turn away from you if you ever commit a 
sin or turn from Him, you misunderstand the love of God. “There is no fear in love. But perfect 
love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made 
perfect in love.” 1 John 4:15-18

We believe the God who rescued us, also has the power to keep us. As Paul wrote, “being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day 
of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6

Would you like to pray right now about your relationship with Jesus?

Decision Team: Pray for the person you are talking with, then together fill out the 
Information Card at the back of this guide.

You do not have to live in fear every day.

Ask God for the faith to trust the strength of His love to hold on to you forever.

Ask God to help you not live constantly in fear.

Ask God to help you begin serving Him faithfully.

On the next page are biblical answers to common questions about doubt. For other questions 
and answers turn to Section 4 (S.4).



What should I do if I’m angry at God? 
Talk to God and don’t lose hope.
- Tell Him how you really feel. (Psalm 13:1-2)
- Ask for His help. (Psalm 13:3-4)
- Keep your hope in Him. (Psalm 13:5-6)

If my eternity is secure, why can’t I live 
how I want? 
If you’re really saved, you will want to live 
for Jesus.
- You have a new nature. (Romans 6:1-4) 
- You are to live a godly life. (Titus 2:11-13)
- You have work to do. (Titus 2:14)

How can I know I won’t lose my 
salvation? 
Your salvation is based on the promises of 
God.
- You are a child of God. (John 1:12-13)
- God protects His children. (John 10:27-29) 
- Nothing can separate you from Him. (Romans 
8:35-39)

How can I overcome my doubt? 
Turn toward, not away from God.
- Pray. (Mark 9:17-27)
- Search the Scripture. (Acts 17:10-12)
- Continue to trust God. (Psalm 73:21-26)

How can I know God is always with me? 
God loves you and promised to never leave 
you.
- God cares deeply for you. (Isaiah 40:11) 
- God has invested in you. (Isaiah 43:1)
- God has promised to never leave you.
   (Isaiah 43:2)

What causes me to doubt?
Doubt can come from without and within.
- Disbelief. ~ the inability, or even refusal to 
believe or accept something as true. (John 
20:24-29)
- Despair. ~ loss of hope; hopelessness (Psalm 
22:1-2) 
- Disillusionment ~ feeling of disappointment 
from something that is not as good as one 
believed it to be (Matthew 11:1-6) 
- Distress. ~ great pain, anxiety, or sorrow, 
acute physical or mental su�ering, a�iction, 
trouble (Matthew 14:28-31) 
- Deception. ~ to mislead by a false 
appearance or statement; delude (2 
Corinthians 11:1-4) 

How do I know I’m a Christian?
There will be evidence of your salvation.
- You will have a desire to obey. (1 John 2:3-6)
- You will love other Christians. (1 John 
3:14-15)
- You will experience the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. (1 John 3:24; 4:13)
- You will confess Jesus. (1 John 4:15; 5:1)



Every believer is called by God to serve.
Every person wonders why they exist and if they have a mission. When God speaks to us about 
our purpose, it is frightening and wonderful at the same time. Paul said, “… I urge you to live a 
life worthy of the calling you have received.” - Ephesians 4:1

We are first called to follow Jesus.

HOW EXCITING!

Sometimes we think God is calling us to 
ministry when He may actually be calling us 
to salvation. Jesus is the one who guides us 
to our task to serve Him.  Our ambition is 
not to a place or a job. Our life goal is to 
follow Jesus.  

Have you trusted Jesus for salvation?

Tell me about that?

Knowing you have salvation in Jesus, opens 
up the next part of the conversation, that...

We are so excited for your obedience to respond to God’s call on your life to serve Him in 
vocational ministry leadership. By surrendering to God’s call on your life to vocational ministry 
leadership, you are surrendering to a noble task and a life-long journey to be used by God!

In order to understand how God is calling you, it is good to know a few things about His call to 
help you grow and get you started in your pursuit.

Understanding My Call
S.3



If yes, what is it?

DO YOU HAVE A SPECIFIC AREA OF SERVICE YOU FEEL GOD IS 
CALLING YOU TO?

God calls some to a specific role.

It is for all believers to serve the Lord, but...

As we follow Jesus, serve, and trust God, He will show us the place, the job, or the task He has 
for us in His perfect timing. When God calls someone to ministry, most of the time, we do not 
know everything about His future plan for our life. We only understand God called us and we 
need to follow Him in some specific service.

“Whoever serves Me must follow 
Me; and where I am, My servant 
also will be. My Father will honor 
the one who serves Me.” 

John 12:26

“Then He said to them all: ‘If 
anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his 
cross daily and follow Me.’” 

Luke 9:23

YES NO



Grow spiritually.
The most important thing for you as you 
pursue ministry service is a strong personal 
spiritual life in Jesus.

Connect to the local church.
Pursuing a call to vocational ministry or 
ministry leadership happens in, through, and 
as an extension of the local church.

Trust God for guidance. (Proverbs 3:5-6)
In the future, you may worry about how God 
will speak and if you will know the next step. 
Be patient. God spoke to you today; He will 
speak to you in the future as well. Keep 
reading the Bible, spending time with the Lord, 
seeking Him in prayer, serving, and listening to 
hear God when He guides you. Trust Him in 
that process.

Begin serving now.
Whatever you sense God is calling you to do, 
respond with joy and a willingness to obey 
(Luke 9:23).  Ministry is not someday, ministry 
is now. Find every way possible to serve 
anyone you can. Do not just look for ways to 
serve in front of people. Find ways to serve 
God in areas that only He sees.

Share your faith.
Our first ministry is to tell others. Starting now, 
who can you tell about your faith in Jesus and 
what God is calling you to?

Get a mentor.
Learn all you can about these basic elements 
of ministry. Take every opportunity to learn, 
practice and equip yourself. If you do not 
already have someone mentoring you, find 
someone who can help you learn more about 
the Christian life, prayer, the Bible, ministry 
service, and sharing your faith. You should 
also talk to your pastor about this decision 
so that he will know what God is doing in 
your life.

Write down a person’s name here 
who could help mentor you:

Now the real question, “What do I do now?”

Thank God for the calling He is placing on your life. It is a wonderful thing 
to understand the next step of your journey with God.



Exploring the call of God to serve in 
ministry? Find great encouragement 

and help in The Discovery!
Scan the QR code with your phone to 

view this resource.

The Discovery Bible Study

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.
God, thank you for opportunities to serve You no matter how big or small.

God, please help me find a person to mentor me in my call to ministry.

God, guide me as I grow in Jesus and pursue Your calling on my life.

God, use me in any way You would like to use me now and in the future.  

For more information on following God’s call, read John 
15:9-17, Ephesians 5:17, Matthew 11:25-30, and Micah 6:8.

Decision Team: When you finish praying together, fill out the Information Card at 
the back of this guide.



1. Do I need to be baptized?
If you just began a relationship with Jesus or were not baptized after you trusted Him 
for salvation, you need to be baptized. Baptism is a physical, outward demonstration of 
what God did for you spiritually on the inside when your sins were washed away and 
you chose to follow Jesus for the rest of your life. Baptism depicts Jesus’ death, burial 
and resurrection, which is why a person is put completely under the water (immersed) 
for baptism.  

If you were baptized in the past after you trusted Jesus, you do not need to be baptized 
again. Baptism is not a picture of returning to God, it is a picture of a new relationship 
with God.  

Acts 2:38-39, Matthew 28:19-20

Questions about the
next step

S.4



2. What if my family or friends do not accept 
this decision? How do I explain what has 
happened to me?
Once you become a Christian, your devotion to God becomes the single most 
important thing in your life. It is the only thing we experience that will last for all of 
eternity. At the same time, the Bible makes it clear, that your relationship with Jesus 
changes everything about the way you live. You should obey and respect your father 
and mother. Be an example of love and forgiveness to your family and friends. When 
the topic of Jesus or the change in your life comes up, be ready to talk about what God 
is doing in your life. God may use your story and life change to help change their heart.  

Matthew 10:37-39, Luke 9:23-26, Ephesians 6:1-3

3. Is it important I find a church?
It is! Connecting to a local church and getting involved is essential in the life of a 
believer. God created you for connection with others. You need Christian people of all 
ages in your life to help you learn to walk with God, pray, read the Bible, and 
understand the Christian life. Church is not just a place to attend; it is a group of people 
asking questions about God and working together to spread the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. Every Christian should be active in a local church to learn, serve, and give.  

Hebrews 10:25, Ephesians 4:3-6, 1 Corinthians 12:27



5. Now what do I do?
A relationship with God is not about a one-time prayer at an event. Your relationship 
with God a�ects you every day. The more you know about God, the more you will be 
amazed at His love for you. As you understand God’s love, you will want to know and 
follow Him more. Obviously that means you need to spend time reading the Bible, 
praying, sharing your faith, and connecting to your church. God began a new work in 
your life, now it is time to trust Him when He wants to change the direction of your life.  

As God speaks to you, follow His guidance.

Luke 9:23

4. What if I disobey God sometime in the 
future, do I need to accept Jesus again?
When you accepted the free gift of salvation in Jesus, He forgave all your sin, even the 
sin you would commit in the future. He made you His child. He will not let you go, but 
the sin you commit does a�ect your relationship with God. Every decision has 
consequences on your life, your family, and your friends. Our bad decisions cause 
problems.  So when you sin, you should admit your sin to God in prayer and ask Him to 
forgive you of your sin and guide you in the right way in the future. When you admit 
your sin, you are not asking to become a Christian again. You are asking Him to restore 
your relationship with Him.  Nothing we do in the future can ever separate us from the 
love and grace of God.  

1 Peter 3:8, Ephesians 2:8-9, John 10:28, 1 John 1:9, Romans 8:38-39



OBVIOUSLY THERE ARE MANY 
REASONS TO PRAY TOGETHER.
The Bible encourages people to take care 
of each other during di�cult times and to 
pray for each other (Galatians 6:1-2; 
Ephesians 4:1-3). 

Before we pray, can you identify in your life 
when you were forgiven of your sin and 
became a follower of Jesus? If not, let’s 
turn to Section One (S.1) for more 
information about following Jesus.

Praying for each other
S.5

If you are confident that you have a relationship with Jesus, how can we pray 
together right now?



Special Prayer (S.5)Baptism and other steps 
of obedience (S.4)

Call to vocational ministry (S.3)

Assurance of Salvation (S.2A)

Recommitment (S.2)

Salvation (S.1)

INFORMATION

PLEASE PRINT:

YOUR DECISION TODAY:

City / State / Zip:

Home Address:

Name:

Comments:

School / Grade this fall:

Church you came with:

Phone:Email:

Cabin/Cabin #:Today’s Date:
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