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“In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, 
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the word; 
be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great 
patience and careful instruction.” -2 Timothy 4:2
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Dear Oklahoma Baptists,

Don’t you love an opportunity to celebrate something good? In this 
report, you will find many things for which we can all rejoice. With half 
of 2021 gone by, Oklahoma Baptists have already given more than 
$12.3 million dollars through the Cooperative Program! Of course, we 
don’t rejoice simply because of the amount of money raised (although 
we are pleased by the faithful giving of our churches). We celebrate the 
impact these resources have already had on the lives of people who 
need Jesus. 

As our Lord said in Luke 15:7 “I tell you, in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over 99 righteous people who don’t need repentance.” The most important 
thing we can celebrate is lives changed for eternity. 

The report you are now reading tells the story of how Oklahoma Baptists have been advancing 
the Gospel in our state and beyond—by embracing brokenness, encouraging pastors and 
partnering with churches like yours through the Cooperative Program. You’ll find out how the CP 
has been making a difference in the lives of people in our state, across our nation and around the 
globe. May God be honored through this report about the faithful giving of Oklahoma Baptists!

Dr. Joe Ligon
Senior Associate Executive Director
Oklahoma Baptists

Use your God given gifts and passion for the lost to educate 
and inspire your congregation to engage in cooperative 
missions through prayer and generous financial support 
through the Cooperative Program.

Learn more at https://www.oklahomabaptists.org/
cooperative-program/ambassadors/



Oklahoma Baptists
The Mission of Oklahoma Baptists is to encourage one another to advance the Gospel.

Church Relations Group 
• The top priority in the toolbox of the Oklahoma Baptists Regional and Affinity Ministry Partners is the 

personal and family wellness of our pastors and ministers.  Oklahoma Baptists are partnering with 
Double Honor Ministries to provide week long retreats for ministry couples. Buddy & Michell Hunt and 
Griff & Shari Henderson serve as facilitators of these retreats.  

• The Church Relations Group is also partnering with the Great Commandment Network to host G6 
Retreats for young ministry leaders and their spouses.  Mark and Janet Dance are helping lead 
these events.

• The Church Relations Group is coming alongside churches who are striving to experience 
revitalization. So far this year, the Regional Ministry Partners 
have driven more than 52,000 miles to meet with pastors 
and ministry leaders and encourage them as they advance the 
Gospel in Oklahoma.

• Working in conjunction with our Church Resources Group, 
ministry partners have come alongside Grace Southern in 
Guymon in a revitalization process that we pray strengthens 
them as they emerge from the challenges of the pandemic.  

• Brett Selby continues to lead the Oklahoma Baptists’ Priority 
of Preaching initiative, which includes the annual conference. 
This year the conference experienced its largest attendance, 
with more than 200 leaders from churches throughout the 
state taking advantage of the text-driven preaching training 
opportunity.  

• The Church Relations Group worked with pastors across the state to curate some best practices and 
suggestions for renewed engagement this fall.  This ReGather resource is available on the Oklahoma 
Baptists’ website at OklahomaBaptists.org/Regather. 

Church Resources Group
• Oklahoma Baptists Worship and Music ministry partners have worked to develop a new fellowship of 

modern worship leaders called Worship Collective.  This has allowed these modern worship leaders to 
collaborate together in improving the worship experiences in their churches.

• Evangelism ministry partners have partnered with several 
associations to provide additional resources for large evangelistic 
events like the Evangelistic Rodeo that Great Plains Association 
hosted.

• Student Evangelism ministry partners sent GoStudents teams 
everywhere from the west coast to the east coast and locations in 
between. Nearly 200 students experienced missions in large areas 
like New York City and Salt Lake City, along with smaller communities 
like Lawton.

• The Falls Creek Conference Centers summer programing saw a 
record number of salvation decisions with more than 3,000 coming 
to faith in Christ and greater than 500 called to ministry at Falls 
Creek and CrossTimbers.



• Children’s ministry partners saw multiple churches trained and equipped for VBS through virtual online 
training classes this year and continue to hear wonderful reports from Oklahoma Baptists churches 
concerning salvation decisions.

• Oklahoma Baptist Disaster Relief (OKDR) continues to have good response to in-person training events. 
These training events are coordinated by staff who are supported through the Cooperative Program and 
help maintain readiness to respond to disasters as they occur in the state and beyond. In Elk City 44 new 
volunteers were trained in March; and at Duncan, First, 54 were trained in April.  

• By being associational partnered with Directors of Missions, OKDR is able to select optimal sites for 
disaster response training. Oklahoma Baptists churches have been willing partners who open their doors 
and help equip volunteers to be able to assist in times of disaster and to embrace brokenness as an 
opportunity advance the Gospel. 

 
 
International Mission Board (IMB) 
The International Mission Board (IMB) exists to take the good news of Jesus to every corner of the earth. 

• In the 2021 Sending Celebrations, 97 new missionaries were appointed for service. A virtual 
celebration was held Feb. 3, 2021, for 33 missionaries. The first in-person celebration since before 
the COVID-19 pandemic was held in June in conjunction with the 
Send Conference and SBC Annual Meeting for 64 missionaries. 
Sending Celebrations are also planned for September 29 in 
Richmond, VA, and November 8 in Columbia, SC.

• IMB launched a new initiative called Church Connections to 
connect more than 47,000 Southern Baptist churches with 
missionaries on the field. IMB leadership estimates that almost 
50% of SBC churches have no known connection to an IMB 
missionary. The initiative was introduced to remedy this gap and 
directly connect churches with mission work and opportunities 
on the field. By mid-2022, IMB estimates that every SBC church 
will have received personal contact from a missionary.

• Ninety-one percent of IMB missionary teams currently 
work among the unreached peoples of the world, where the 
population is less than 2% evangelical Christian (as reported by Paul Chitwood at SBC Annual 
Meeting). This is a direct result of the faithfulness of Southern Baptists to pray, give, go and send. 

• IMB began sending students to the nations again, after a pause in service due to COVID-19. In 
addition to Journeymen, more than 400 students are expected to serve overseas in 2021. 

• IMB celebrated with Southern Baptists in Nashville at the Send Conference and Annual Meeting. 
IMB leaders and participants shared the good news that missionaries are active and returning to 
countries of service as borders open. IMB President Paul Chitwood invited messengers to join in 
reaching the 2025 Targets: send an additional 500 missionaries; mobilize 500 global missionary 
partners on IMB teams; engage 75 global cities with comprehensive strategies; increase giving to 
the IMB by 6% annually; mobilize 75% of Southern Baptist churches to prayerfully and financially 
support the IMB.



Oklahoma Baptists CP - $5,202,354 (42%)

Total: $12, 386,558
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Oklahoma Baptists A�liates - $1,857,984 (15%)
IMB - $2,685,406 (22%)
NAMB - $1,213,883 (10%)

Other SBC Ministries - $246,492 (2%)
Seminaries - $1,180,439 (9%)

Oklahoma Baptists CP Allocations
January 2021 - June 2021

North American Mission Board (NAMB)
The Church is God’s plan—you are God’s plan—to reach North America and the nations with the hope of the 
gospel, and the North American Mission Board (NAMB) is here to help. 

• For the Crossover evangelistic outreach events held in Nashville just prior to the SBC Annual 
Meeting, there were 92 volunteers who knocked on doors and 40 churches that participated 
in a Who’s Your One Sunday the day before the convention. In total, there were 6,300 Gospel 
conversations and 176 salvations reported.

• For the Send Conference, nearly 10,000 people attended the 
two-day conference. NAMB jointly hosted the event with the IMB, 
and the theme was “Together on Mission.”

• In 2020 Southern Baptists planted 588 new churches, 143 new 
congregations affiliated with the SBC and 126 new church 
campuses were started for a total of 857 new congregations.

• More than 820 pastors and their wives attended a 
Timothy+Barnabas Retreat so far in 2021 for encouragement and 
instruction.

• NAMB started new Timothy+Barnabas Getaway events in 
cooperation with state convention partners. So far, nearly 200 
pastors and wives have participated in those events.

• The Who’s Your One Tour has now hosted 25 stops total since its launch in 2019.
• More than 13,400 people have attended a Sunday evening Who’s Your One Rally.
• Nearly 5,100 have attended the Monday Morning Evangelism Workshops.
• Nearly 40,000 have reported their commitment to pray for and reach their ‘one’ with the 

Gospel.
• Send Relief has been meeting needs and changing thousands of lives around the world (numbers are 

from fiscal year Oct. ‘20 – May ‘21).
• 8,110 people mobilized
• 1,000,000 people served
• 190,000 heard the Gospel
• 1,916 churches mobilized




