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Jesus said, “You will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8).46 He also 
said, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the 
whole creation” (Mark 16:15), “make disciples of all nations” 
(Matthew 28:19), and “As the Father has sent me, even so  
I am sending you” (John 20:21).

Before we answer the question, “Why?” it is important to 
know the “What” that will be driving our investigation. What 
are we to be doing? Jesus had made it clear that His follow-
ers are to multiply. The good news must be shared—every-
one in the world needs the opportunity to hear. Lost people 
must be converted. New believers are to be discipled and 
churches planted. God’s people will need to make sacrifices 
of time, effort, and comfort to see this happen, especially in 
the hard places in the world. 

Be careful when you ask “Why?” It is very possible that  
the answers will propel you into casting aside your agenda  
to take up Christ’s. That is our hope in presenting these  
devotions to you. 

Here is the layout for the days ahead:
 •  We will begin with a week of defining the gospel: why 

do we call it the good news? Why is it so important 
and valuable that we cannot keep it to ourselves?

 •  In week two, we naturally will explore witnessing—
learning about evangelism and conversion. Why is it 
that people must go through such a profound change 
in their lives? 

 •  Jesus commands us in the Great Commission to make 
disciples, not merely share knowledge, so expect 
us to address the “why” of disciple-making in week 
three. 

 •  Disciples need to know and follow God’s will for their 
lives, so we will focus on God’s call in week four.

Introduction

STUDENT DEVOTIONS

46 All Scripture references taken from the English 
Standard Version, unless noted otherwise.
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 •  Church planting may not be a hot topic to you, but 
imagine a group of new believers without a faith 
community. Let’s discover together why it is critical 
for disciples to make disciples.

 •  Finally, we will wrap up by learning about unreached 
peoples and places. After 2000 years of Christianity, 
why do these still exist? What must be done? 

Defining words and concepts like “gospel” and “conversion” 
helps clear confusion and increases learning, so we have in-
cluded key definitions and concepts from David Platt, pres-
ident of the International Mission Board president, to guide 
our study. 

Please use a journal as you work through these devotions. 
Record your thoughts, answers to questions, and prayers 
each day. Journaling is a great habit to add in a daily quiet 
time with God. 

Each devotional begins with a pertinent passage of Scrip-
ture, so prepare yourself to hear from God by reading His 
Word. The section entitled “Know It” expounds on the pas-
sage and key ideas related to the topic. Many of the devo-
tionals include a brief related testimony from a cross-cultural 
missionary. We conclude each devotional by offering a short 
prayer and application (“Own It”). God calls us to be not only 
hearers of the Word but also doers of the Word. Don’t pass 
over the practical steps and questions to help you in apply-
ing God’s Word.   

The famous missionary William Carey once said, “Expect 
great things from God; attempt great things for God.” I love 
that quote, and it’s one of those sayings that inspires me. My 
hope is that God uses these devotionals to strengthen your 
faith and equip you to make disciples for the glory of Jesus.     
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Week I: This is why we call it the gospel

47  David Platt, “Key 
Terms and Con-
cepts” (International 
Mission Board  
Chapel Messages, 
2016), 1.

DAY 1 — GOD’S CHARACTER

Read it: 
Romans 3:21–26 

Know it:
Imagine that you have one chance to com-

municate to some people for whom you 

care very deeply, and what you have to say 

would make all the difference in what they 

know about God. The book of Romans is 

such a letter written to Christians, “To all 

those in Rome who are loved by God and 

called to be saints” (Romans 1:7). The mes-

sage? It is the “gospel of God” (Romans 1:1). 

God inspired Paul to write Romans because 

Christians then and now need to hear, read, 

meditate upon, and appropriate the gospel 

of God. The gospel is the starting point and 

substance of our faith. 

What exactly is the gospel? Imagine a 

friend asked you that question. How would 

you respond? Take a couple of minutes to 

write out your response in your journal. 

Compare your response to this definition 

provided by David Platt: 

“The gospel is the good news that the only 

true God, the just and gracious Creator of 

the universe, has looked upon hopelessly 

sinful men and women and has sent His 

Son, God in the flesh, to bear His wrath 

against sin through His substitutionary 

death on the cross and to show His power 

over sin and death in the resurrection from 

the grave so that everyone who turns from 

their sin and themselves and trusts in Jesus 

alone as Savior and Lord will be reconciled 

to God forever.”47

Did you notice that his definition began 

with God, not our need for salvation? The 

gospel begins with God because He’s the 

In your study of the Bible, 
what have you learned of 
the character of God?

author of the gospel. Even more important-

ly, the good news begins with God because 

God is good. God is so good that all good-

ness starts with Him. As we go and proclaim 

the gospel, our proclamation is not just 

about a message; it’s about a Person, and 

that Person is greater and more wonderful 

than we can imagine.

In your study of the Bible, what have you 

learned of the character of God? Perhaps 

you have encountered Scriptures that teach 

about the righteousness of God. Romans 

3:21-26 mentions this 

extensively: “the righ-

teousness of God” (vv. 

21 and 22), “God’s righ-

teousness” (v. 25), and 

“His righteousness” (v. 

26). The righteousness of God means that 

His character and actions are always right 

and good. In the gospel God’s character 

is on full display. The cross is the greatest 

example—the cross is where Christ demon-

strates that God is both just (He judges sin) 

and merciful (He provides the sinner with 

salvation). 

There is a saying: “The news is only as good 

as its source.” In our culture, source and 

authority are closely tied together. What 

people think of God, their understanding 

and perception of Him will influence their 

reception of the gospel. Sadly, the starting 

point for many is a concept of someone 

much less than the God of the Bible—the 

God of righteousness and ultimate good-

ness. In missions, quite often the starting 

place in sharing the gospel with people is to 

introduce them to the character and wor-

thiness of the One True God. He is Someone 
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they can trust to deliver both justice and 

mercy. As you go and proclaim the gospel, 

begin with the character of God.  

This is why:
One overseas missionary recently shared 

this testimony: “Two weeks ago a local 

friend told me he had read the Gospels of 

John and Matthew over a two-day period. 

He shared that as he read the gospels he 

wept as he experienced the beauty of Christ 

on display in the gospels. God transforms 

sinners as they engage in the reading of His 

Word.” God is the author of the gospel, and 

in the gospel He manifests His character.  

Pray it:
Father, thank You for revealing Your char-

acter to us in the gospel. Help me as I work 

through these devotions to grow deeper in 

my love, appreciation, and awe of who You 

are. You are holy, just, merciful, and patient. 

48  Grudem, Wayne A. 
Systematic Theolo-
gy: An Introduction 
to Biblical Doctrine 
(Grand Rapids, 
Zondervan Publish-
ing House, 2004),  
p. 490.

As I go and proclaim the gospel, remind 

me to help others to come to know Your 

character. 

Own it: 
Using a journal will really help you make the 

most of this devotional journey. Write your 

responses to these items:

•  How has God revealed Himself to you 

recently? Jot down two or three of His 

characteristics for which you can praise 

Him.

•  Consider your earlier response to “What 

is the gospel?” Do you need to rewrite 

it to include the character of God? 

•  It is a great practice to turn Scripture 

into a prayer back to God. Choose one 

of the psalms from Psalm 120-134 and 

use it as a guide for your prayer time. 

(See desiringgod.org/interviews/ 
how-to-pray-the-psalms for help in how 

to pray the Psalms.)

DAY 2 — THE OFFENSE OF SIN

Read it: 
Romans 3:9-20

Know it: 
Have you heard of the famous song, “Imag-

ine,” by John Lennon? In case you need a 

clue, Lennon was one of the Beatles. Think 

about these lyrics: 

 “ Imagine there’s no countries 

It isn’t hard to do 

Nothing to kill or die for 

And no religion, too 

Imagine all the people 

Living life in peace...” 

Throughout the song Lennon identifies 

what he considers the problems for human-

ity (i.e., countries, possessions, religions) 

and then offers the solution (give up those 

things and live together in harmony).  

Lennon expressed the sentiment of many 

at the time with his hope for “a brother-

hood of man.” From a biblical perspective, 

it is clear that “Imagine” is wishful thinking 

that does not even come close to the truth 

about humanity’s problems and the solution 

to those problems.

For the Christian, our highest authority for 

what we believe and how we live is Scrip-

ture. According to Scripture, humanity’s 

fundamental problem is sin. Sin is “any 

failure to conform to the moral law of God 

in act, attitude, or nature.”48 The gospel 

addresses this fundamental problem. Read 

Romans 3:9-12 and circle the words “all,” 

“both,” “none,” and “no one.” Paul teaches 

that “none are righteous,” “no one seeks for 

God,” and “no one does good.”  



Student Devotions  55

“Why can’t we all just get along?” Lennon 

might ask. The answer is that humanity has 

a very serious sin problem, and we really 

don’t understand what it means to be righ-

teous. Our pitiful sense of righteousness is 

far below that of God’s. Consider that Jesus  

said when you lust after someone in your 

heart you are guilty of adultery, and when 

you hate someone you are guilty of mur-

der (Matthew 5:22–30)! We live in a world 

where people constantly try to “lower the 

bar” for what is acceptable behavior and 

thought. God is not amused.

Romans 3:19–20 tells us no one will be 

made right in God’s sight because they 

obeyed God’s commandments. Even when 

we try diligently, none of us can follow the 

rules perfectly and consistently; our best 

efforts can’t save us from judgment. God’s 

law spotlights how far short we fall of His 

standard of perfection. As you go and 

proclaim the gospel on mission, whether 

in your community or overseas, remem-

ber that the bad news comes before the 

good news. If there is no sin, than we have 

no need for a cross, and we can join in the 

dream of John Lennon. The message of the 

gospel only makes sense as we acknowl-

edge the truth about sin. 

This is why:
Why does Scripture call it the gospel? 

Here’s how one missionary answered: “It is 

the good news that Jesus loves sinners, that 

His death on the cross saves completely, 

and that there is assurance in Him! The gos-

pel message is very different than the ‘be 

a good person’ message. Thank God! The 

good news of the gospel of grace is that it 

brings peace, freedom, and hope because 

it all depends on Him and His finished work 

on the cross, not on my own goodness  

or works.”  

Pray it:
Father, I thank You for the living hope 

which You have given me in Christ. I humbly 

acknowledge that this applies to me: “By 

works of the law no human being will be 

justified in His sight” (Romans 3:20). I am so 

grateful that I am “justified by his grace as a 

gift through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus” (Romans 3:24). 

Own it: 
•  Scripture speaks of our sin offending 

God and others. How have you offend-

ed God recently? Remember, the pur-

pose of confession is for you to repent 

(turn from your sins to God) and seek 

His forgiveness. How have you offended 

others recently and have you asked for 

their forgiveness? How can you make 

things right today between you and 

those you offended? Take time to write 

about this in your journal today.

•  There is much about joy in the Scrip-

tures, but sin is never a joke or a 

laughing matter. We should never take 

sin lightly. Review the words to the old 

hymn written by Isaac Watts entitled 

Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed. As you 

consider the weight of sin and its of-

fense, let it help you rejoice in the grace 

and mercy of God shown in Christ. 

DAY 3 — LIFE AFTER BAD NEWS

Read it: 
Ephesians 2:1–10 

Know it: 
Imagine that somehow you owe $100,000 

in school loans. You’re flabbergasted that 

you allowed this to happen. It was a slow 

process of semester after semester, buying 

things here and there, accumulating the 

debt, and not thinking about the conse-

quences. Now the loan company is calling 
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and you can’t pay up. They are coming to 

repossess whatever you and your family 

own. Your job, your home, and your finan-

cial future is in jeopardy. 

No illustration like this can actually capture 

the seriousness of our sin. The Bible speaks 

of our sins against God as a debt (Colos-

sians 2:13-14). We owe God our obedience, 

but we fail to give Him what is due; we incur 

a debt. How can we possibly pay back a 

debt to the King of the universe? The Bible 

teaches that we are inadequate and unable 

to make ourselves right with God. Only 

Jesus is sufficient to make us right with God 

and cover our sin debt.   

Debt is not the only 

way to understand our 

dilemma. Ephesians 2 

states that people are 

spiritually dead or alive; 

there is no third option. All people who 

trespass and sin against God are spiritually 

dead. To trespass is to “commit an offence 

against a person or a set of rules.”49  

Remember that sin can be defined as “any 

failure to conform to the moral law of God 

in act, attitude, or nature.”50 Scripture 

teaches that “all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God” (Romans 3:10) and that 

those who deny their guilt try to make God 

out to be a liar (1 John 1:10). 

Those who go by the code, “Live for your-

self,” are actually following what Paul calls 

the “prince of the power of the air,” and  

are “sons of disobedience” and “children  

of wrath.” No matter how we look at it,  

humanity has earned an “F” before God.  

We have failed to live a morally perfect life, 

and we have failed to conform to the moral 

law of God. 

Are you ready for the good news yet? Per-

haps now you can see better the richness 

of God’s mercy as described in Ephesians 

2:4–10. God mercifully chose to love us even 

when we rebelled against Him. God has 

provided the cure for us spiritual zombies. 

He has made us alive together in Christ. 

Furthermore, He has raised us up and given 

us a place of great honor in His kingdom, 

and if that is not enough, turned us into 

masterpieces and prepared us for a life of 

good works.

Take a few minutes to circle all the verbs in 

Ephesians 2:4–10 and note the subject of 

those verbs. 

What does this little exercise teach you 

about the nature of our salvation? Notice all 

the times “in Christ” or “with Christ” is used 

in these verses. Those who are in Christ or 

experience a salvation that is by grace and 

not their own doing; it is a gift of God and 

not a result of our works. We cannot save 

ourselves, only Jesus can save, and we re-

ceive this salvation by faith.

Imagine again that credit card debt and the 

feeling you would have if a friend stepped 

in and paid it off. Multiply this immeasur-

ably. That is more like the real good news.

Pray it:
Father, You are so merciful in that You don’t 

give me what I deserve. Thank You for 

sending Jesus to cover the offense of my 

sin. Please teach me to know and abide in 

Your grace. Keep me away from the attitude 

of self-reliance. Help me to live by faith.   

Own it: 
•  Listen to the song “In Christ Alone” by 

Keith and Kristyn Getty and savor the 

sufficiency of Christ.

• Memorize Ephesians 2:8–9. 

All people who trespass 
and sin against God are 
spiritually dead.

49  Soanes, Catherine, 
and Angus Steven-
son, eds. Concise 
Oxford English 
Dictionary (Oxford: 
Oxford University 
Press, 2004).

50   Grudem, p. 490.
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51  Grudem, p. 713.

Proclaiming the gospel  
is not just passing along 
information.

 DAY 4 — GOSPEL RESPONSE

Read it: 
Mark 1:14-15

Know it:
Jesus came into Galilee, and note that Mark 

says that Jesus proclaimed the gospel of 

God. The gospel is meant to be spoken. 

Some people approach evangelism like a 

haircut: They hope people will notice some-

thing different about them and ask about 

it. God’s good news is a matter of initiative, 

and it is meant to be shared with words. If 

we are to make disciples, we must go and be 

among non-believers and use our words to 

communicate the gospel of the grace  

of God. 

Jesus said, “The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God is at hand; repent and be-

lieve in the gospel.” Proclaiming the gospel 

is not just passing along information. We 

might share with our friends about a new 

restaurant, but we aren’t asking them to eat 

there exclusively. The Bible uses the words 

“repent” and “believe” repetitively when 

speaking of gospel sharing (Acts 2; 3:19; 

17:30). These are actions necessary for a 

person to accept the gospel. Repentance is 

“a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of 

it, and a sincere commitment to forsake it 

and walk in obedience to Christ.”51 As you 

endeavor to make disciples in your commu-

nity, school, and on your mission project, 

strive to evangelize like Jesus and challenge 

people to respond to the gospel with re-

pentance and faith.

But wait a moment. Have you responded 

to the gospel? Maybe some time ago you 

made a heartfelt decision to confess your 

sin, turn from it, and follow Jesus. Perhaps, 

on the other hand, your choice to “follow” 

Jesus has simply been appearance only—

something you did because your parents or 

friends did it. The truth is that each of us is 

personally accountable for how we respond 

to the gospel.

Jesus asked his disciples one day, “Who do 

people say that I am?” but He then made it 

personal and asked, “But who do you say 

that I am?” (Mark 8:27, 29). Peter responded 

to Jesus here by saying, “You are the Christ” 

and elsewhere, “I am a sinful man, O Lord” 

(Luke 5:8). So what do you believe? Who do 

you say Jesus is? Have you repented of your 

sins and put your faith in Him? Please an-

swer honestly because God already knows.

The gospel continues 

to be relevant for the 

believer. It constantly 

reminds us that we 

needed Jesus to come 

and rescue us from God’s judgment and 

give us life. That truth flies in the face of 

our rugged independent spirit that says, “I 

am my own savior.” The gospel also speaks 

to us when we are tempted to doubt God’s 

care and take matters in our own hands. 

Have you ever been tempted in the face of 

adversity or trials to “save yourself” and not 

wait on the Lord? While I was interviewing 

for a pastoral position, I worked at a job 

that was fulfilling but paid little. I wanted to 

“save myself” and jump on the first oppor-

tunity that came my way, but God called  

me to trust Him and wait for Him to provide. 

It was hard! Scripture teaches us to “cast  

all our anxieties on God because he cares 

for us” (1 Peter 5:7). I learned that, just as  

in the beginning of our walk with Jesus,  

we are called to trust in Him every day for 

His provision. 

Pray it: 
Father of mercy and compassion, thank You 

for sending someone to proclaim the gospel 

to me. Thank You for opening up my eyes, 

giving me an ability to understand the  
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gospel, and enabling me to respond in faith 

to the gospel. I pray for boldness to pro-

claim the gospel faithfully by calling sinners 

to repent and believe in the gospel.  

Own it:
•  “There’s a point when you finally look 

in the mirror at an image that you are 

simply tired of seeing.” Watch Brian 

Welch’s testimony on I Am Second. 

While Brian’s story may be far different 

from your own, how does your life also 

reflect surrender, repentance and faith?

•  Consider this paraphrase from John 

Calvin’s work Institutes of the Christian 

Religion, “The human heart is an idol 

factory.”52 What idols do you struggle 

with? How is God leading you to repent 

of your idolatry? For help in identifying 

idols please read the following article: 

jamedders.com/heart-idols.

DAY 5 — GOSPEL URGENCY

Read it: 
John 15:1-17

Know it: 
A vinedresser is a person who tends or cul-

tivates grape vines. Jesus is the vine, God 

the Father is the vinedresser, and we are 

the branches. As the vinedresser, the Father 

comes upon branches that are disconnect-

ed, detached from the vine, and withered 

and dead. The Father (like a vinedresser) 

throws the dead branches into the fire. 

There is cause for alarm in this passage: 

who wants to be nothing more than a dead 

branch thrown into the fire by God? 

If you are thinking, “I want to be a part of 

the vine. I don’t want God to throw me into 

the fire to be burned up. I want to live!” then 

you recognize that the gospel is a message 

of eternal urgency. “Whoever has the Son 

has life; whoever does not have the Son of 

God does not have life” (1 John 5:12). The 

gospel calls sinners to repent and believe  

in the gospel because it is a matter of life 

and death. 

This passage also describes the branches 

that abide in the vine. Trees and vineyards 

bear fruit. As well-connected branches,  

Jesus’ disciples are to bear fruit. What is 

this fruit? Christians bear good works (e.g., 

attitudes, words, actions, and behaviors) 

that line up with the new nature God has 

given us. Just as it would be odd to see an 

apple tree producing pears, it is odd – and 

wrong – when a believer acts, speaks, and 

behaves like a non-believer. God saved us to 

become more and more like Jesus. A fruit 

that we are to bear, according to this pas-

sage, is a love for one another. How are you 

doing with loving other people? What does 

your love for others say about your heart? 

Fruit is a sign of life. Hear the words of John 

15:5, “Whoever abides in me and I in him, he 

it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me 

you can do nothing.” Like a branch abiding 

in a vine, drawing nutrients from the vine, we 

are to abide in Christ and “live off Him.” The 

opposite is to remain disconnected from Je-

sus and be dry and dead. There is no in-be-

tween—no real life independent of Jesus.

The gospel tells us that the stakes are high. 

Jesus has taken the initiative to graft us 

back into the vine. Our message to others is 

to abide in Jesus.

This is why:
God is glorified when we abide in Christ. 

Says one missionary serving in South East 

Asia, “We make disciples to see God glori-

fied, like He is in Chris’s life. As a new believ-

er, Chris left his internship because his firm 

asked him to perform illegal tasks. Chris 

struggled with this decision because the 

firm provided him with a salary and gave 

him a university scholarship. Chris said, 

52  Calvin, John. Insti-
tutes of the Christian 
Religion (Bellingham, 
WA: Logos Bible 
Software, 1997).
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‘Jesus has taught me that I cannot read the 

Bible in the morning and cheat a widow 

out of her inheritance the same afternoon.’ 

Chris chose to serve the Lord with his whole 

life although it cost him his job, school, and 

girlfriend.”

Pray it: 
Lord, thank You for adopting me and graft-

ing me into Your life. Help me to abide in 

You day by day. With both my words and 

deeds, help me to show others how good it 

is to know You and bear Your fruit in my life. 

Show me the true status of those who don’t 

abide in You so that I can pray for them and 

reach out to them with gospel. 

Own it:
•  Visit a garden shop or plant nursery and 

ask about the practice of grafting. Make 

notes about this in your journal and 

connect what you learn with what it 

means to abide in Christ. As you do so, 

re-read John 15:1-17. In what ways did 

this exercise help you to better under-

stand this passage?

•  In light of the truth that God “burns up” 

branches not in Jesus, how urgent are 

you to share the gospel with non-Chris-

tians? What might that say about what 

you really believe? 

•  Is fruit-bearing something you strive to 

do, or is it a natural outgrowth of abid-

ing in Christ? What is the difference?
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Week 2: This is why we witness

53  Platt, 3.

DAY 1 — GOSPEL SENT

Read it: 
Romans 10:13–15 

Know it:
One Christmas I managed to get an incred-

ible deal on a Lenovo laptop. That laptop 

lasted me all through my seminary educa-

tion. I confess that I would have never known 

of the deal had it not been for advertise-

ments. Companies advertise because they 

want people to know about their product, 

see the value of their product, and buy 

their product. Most companies don’t leave 

it up to the consumer to discover all this for 

themselves; they take the initiative to get 

the word out. Likewise, if we want others 

to know God and find eternal life, we must 

share the gospel with them. 

Imagine that a man falls into a raging river. A 

friend of his on the riverbank has a line that 

can be tossed out to pull him into safety. 

What does the man in the river do? He calls 

out the name of his friend to rescue him 

from danger and death. Everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord will be saved from 

God’s judgment (Romans 10:13). If sinners 

are to be saved, they must know the name 

of Him who can save them. Note that the 

apostle Paul says “will be saved” not “might 

be saved.” Jesus hears our cry and is faithful 

and sure to save us from certain doom. 

In this grand statement of good news, Paul 

asks a series of questions related to verse 

13. Notice the order here: To call on the 

name of the Lord one has to believe, to 

believe one has to hear, to hear one must 

be preached to, and if the preachers are to 

preach they must be sent by God. 

David Platt says, “Evangelism is the proc-

lamation of the gospel in the power of 

the Holy Spirit with the aim of persuading 

people to repent and believe in Christ.”53 

Evangelism uses words to convey the truths 

of the gospel. Our lifestyle ought to faithful-

ly represent God’s character and the truth 

of the gospel, but it’s never a substitute for 

using our words to share the gospel. To be 

saved, non-Christians must hear the gos-

pel. A famous saying is, “Preach the Gospel 

at all times. Use words if necessary.” As a 

teaching, this falls short. Christians should 

always preach the gospel with words, and 

their life ought to conform to the message 

they preach.  

Paul finished his teaching with these words, 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who 

preach the good news.” Consider a town 

of people waiting to hear news about a 

terrible war that has surrounded them. They 

are cut off from help, their fate is uncertain 

and the enemy could be on the way. Now, 

imagine a soldier who comes over the hill 

and announces, “We have won!” What good 

news for those people! Good news brings a 

certain emotional gladness. We love good 

news! God invites us to join Him in the great 

work of delivering good news.   

Pray it:  
Father, thank You again for sending some-

one my way to share the gospel with me. I 

want to be a good news bearer for others. 

Help me to be faithful to share the gospel 

whenever and wherever You send me. As 

I go, I pray that You would root the gospel 

deep in my heart and lead me to find great 

joy in it. I pray for courage to proclaim the 

gospel. Use me to help others find peace  

in You. 
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Own it:
•  Write out the names of three people 

whom you believe are non-believers. 

Pray for their salvation. Take steps to 

share the gospel with them. What might 

that involve? 

the gospel of their sin and their need for 

repentance. He does so much more, but 

hopefully you get the point. The Spirit lives 

in us to proclaim the gospel through us. The 

practical implication of such a truth is that 

we should have great courage and confi-

dence in our efforts to reach others with the 

gospel.  

Recently I was on a mission trip and trav-

eled with my team to neighborhoods to 

share Christ. As we formed into small 

groups before leaving,  I noticed my group 

was relieved that a pastor was with them. 

They were thinking, “If we get stuck or 

need help, we have a pastor!” I don’t share 

that story to boast, but rather to illustrate a 

point. If a pastor’s presence gives us confi-

dence, courage, and assurance in evange-

lism, how much more can we gain knowing 

the Spirit of God lives in us and is with us in 

our evangelistic efforts?

 

Dr. Ernest F. Scott said, “The Book of Acts 

could be called The Acts of the Spirit, for 

the whole purpose of the author is to show 

what happened to the apostles when they 

were filled with the Spirit.”54 Consider what 

God accomplished through His Spirit work-

ing in His people in the Book of Acts. If you 

submitted to the Spirit and welcomed His 

work in your life, what could God accom-

plish through His Spirit in you?  

Pray it:
Father, thank You for sending Your Spirit. 

Use Your Spirit to empower me for mis-

•  Begin now to consider and write out 

your testimony as something you can 

share with others. Cru offers this article 

to help: “Your Testimony: How to Pre-

pare and Tell Your Story.” 

DAY 2 — SPIRIT-EMPOWERED EVANGELISM

Read it: 
Acts 1:8, 2:2-4, 4:8, 4:31, 9:17–20, 13:8–10

Know it: 
Are there people in your life who empow-

er you? In my junior year of high school, 

I began to ask what God would have me 

do with my life. I believed God was calling 

me into the pastorate, so the pastors of 

my church gave me opportunity to preach, 

teach, visit the sick, and engage in various 

ministries. They taught me how to study 

Scripture, the importance of character, 

and the nature of faith. In many ways they 

tested my call, and as a result, the church 

affirmed my calling. It was an incredible ex-

perience; they allowed God to work through 

them to empower me for ministry. 

We use the word “empower” today to talk 

about enabling or equipping someone to 

succeed or lead. The Holy Spirit’s empower-

ment, however, is more dynamic. The Spirit 

empowered Christ to preach and to pro-

claim the gospel (Luke 4:14–19). The Spirit 

does the same with us (Acts 1:8; 2:37–39). 

This is the pattern we observe in today’s 

reading. Jesus’ disciples were filled with the 

Spirit, and they proclaimed the death and 

resurrection of Jesus. 

The Spirit empowers us for missions. He 

gives us insight into the person we are 

speaking to and the courage needed to 

be a faithful witness. He brings to mind 

the truths and verses we have memorized 

from His Word. He convicts those who hear 

54  Jones, G. Curtis. 
1000 Illustrations 
for Preaching and 
Teaching (Nashville, 
TN: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 
1986).
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sions. Help me to live by the Spirit and to 

submit to His work in my life. Cause my 

heart to listen to and follow what the Spirit 

is saying to me about sharing the gospel.  

Own it:
•  Spend at least 15 minutes alone lis-

tening to the Spirit. Do nothing else: 

silence your phone, take out your 

headphones, and find someplace quiet. 

As you begin, ask, “Spirit, what are You 

trying to teach me? What do You want 

to do in my life?” Write in your journal 

how He responds. Test whatever you 

hear by what is in Scripture. 

•  To be empowered by the Spirit is to live 

by the Spirit. See Galatians 5:16–26 for 

what it means to do this. Contrast the 

“works of the flesh” with the “fruit of 

the Spirit.” Do you see more “works of 

the flesh” or “fruit of the Spirit” in your 

life? How might this affect you being 

empowered by the Spirit for missions?   

DAY 3 — GOSPEL PERSUASION

Read it: 
Acts 26

Know it:  
I once tried my hand as a telemarketer. My 

job was to sell OSHA safety material to 

companies. Worst job ever! It was horrible. 

I was a terrible salesman because I wasn’t 

persuaded by the product I was trying to 

sell. I never really tried to persuade a caller 

to buy the product; I just shared information. 

Eventually, I quit. 

When it comes to sharing the gospel, is 

it truly your aim to persuade people to 

repent and believe in Christ? Maybe you 

don’t share the gospel because you’re not 

really persuaded by its truth and gravity. 

Did Jesus call us to share information about 

Him like some bored telemarketer trying to 

reach a goal of so many calls?  Or did He 

have in mind that we would earnestly seek 

to persuade people to turn from sin and 

trust Jesus as Savior and Lord? 

As a prisoner, Paul preached Jesus before 

King Agrippa, his sister, the governor of 

Caesarea, Roman military commanders, and 

prominent men of Caesarea. Paul identified 

Jesus as the Christ who suffered and rose 

from the dead. He shared his conversion, 

but to what end? Was Paul merely sharing 

information? Notice verse 27: “King Agrip-

pa, do you believe the prophets?” Paul’s 

aim was to persuade Agrippa to repent and 

believe in Christ. Hear Agrippa’s response in 

verse 28, “In a short time would you per-

suade me to be a Christian?” How did Paul 

respond? “Whether short or long, I would to 

God that not only you but also all who hear 

me this day might become such as I am.”

David Platt urges us: “Evangelism has the 

aim of persuading people to repent and 

believe in Christ. Evangelism is more than 

mere presentation of the gospel; it is per-

suasion with the gospel.”55 As we go out on 

mission, with the intent to share the gospel, 

we need to make sure that we aren’t going 

through the motions and merely presenting 

the facts of the gospel. Let’s join Paul in 

passionate effort to call people to repent of 

sin and believe in Jesus.  

Pray it: 
Father, my prayer is that “Christ would be 

honored in my body, whether by life or by 

death” (Philippians 1:20). “For me to live is 

Christ and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). 

I want to “live a life worthy of the gospel 

of Christ” (Philippians 1:27). As I share Your 

gospel of grace, work through me to per-

suade people to repent of sin and believe in 

Jesus. Fill me with the joy of salvation and 

help me speak of Your mercies. Amen.   

55  Platt, 3.
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Own it:
•  Theologian J.I. Packer says, “Evangelism 

is the issuing of a call to turn, as well as 

to trust; it is the delivering, not merely 

of a divine invitation to receive a Savior, 

but of a divine command to repent of 

sin.”56 Why is it so tempting to just share 

the points of the gospel without calling 

people to repent and believe? How can 

you resist this temptation and practice 

persuasive evangelism?   

•  Watch the actor Kirk Cameron share 

Christ with a young couple: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=--bcu-
4JHVBot. What are your thoughts after 

watching the video? How did Kirk per-

suade the couple? What can you take 

away to help you in sharing the gospel?  

DAY 4 — GOD INITIATES OUR SALVATION

Read it: 
Acts 16:11-15

Know it: 
When Paul and his companions arrived in 

Philippi, on the Sabbath day they found 

a group of women who had gathered to 

pray by the riverside. One of the women, 

Lydia, was a worshipper of God. Paul and 

company sat down and begin speaking to 

the women. We’re not told what Paul said, 

but Luke mentions about Lydia, “The Lord 

opened her heart to pay attention to what 

was said by Paul.” Lydia was baptized, 

meaning Paul must have preached the gos-

pel to her. The Lord opened Lydia’s heart 

and she believed. God took the initiative in 

Lydia’s salvation: He sent Paul to preach the 

gospel, and He opened Lydia’s heart so that 

she paid attention to what Paul said. What 

a great God we serve! Our God is a mission-

ary God. The truth that God takes the ini-

tiative in our salvation is taught throughout 

the Bible in passages such as Luke 15:1–10, 

John 15:16, and Ephesians 1:3–6.  

Concerning conversion, Platt says, “Conver-

sion is a divinely enabled  

personal response of individuals to the 

gospel in which they turn from their sin and 

themselves (repent) and trust in Jesus as 

Savior and Lord (believe).”57 

I work in a church with a Nepali tutoring 

program. It was started because several 

church members noticed Nepali children 

struggled in school because English was 

not their first language. Our church decided 

to take the initiative to develop a tutoring 

program to help the children succeed in 

their schooling. It is not likely that either 

the children or parents would have taken 

the initiative and asked for help. In order for 

the children to succeed in school someone 

needed to take initiative to meet some ba-

sic needs like teaching the children English. 

Likewise in salvation, 

God takes the initia-

tive. Now, the Nepali 

children might have 

learned English on their own, but the Bible 

says that apart from Jesus, “we are dead in 

our trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). A 

dead person cannot choose to come alive. 

If we are to live spiritually, we need a su-

pernatural miracle to occur, that is, for God 

to breathe His life into us again. And this is 

precisely what the Bible teaches, “But to 

all who did receive him, who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to become children 

of God, who were born, not of blood nor of 

the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 

but of God” (John 1:12–13). 

Since conversion is a divinely enabled 

response to the gospel, we can be encour-

56   J.I. Packer, Evange-
lism and the Sover-
eignty  
of God (Downers 
Grove: Intervarsity 
Press, 1991), 40.

57  Platt, 3.

A dead person cannot 
choose to come alive.
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aged and look to see how God is at work 

when it comes to sharing the gospel. While 

we are to go and make disciples, and peo-

ple are to repent and believe, only God can 

make a believer. We should have the same 

attitude as the apostle Paul: “I planted, 

Apollos watered, but 

God gave the growth” 

(1 Corinthians 3:6). 

Remember that when 

you share the gospel 

there’s no need either 

to “hound” someone 

or “throw in the towel” 

because God enables people to respond 

to the gospel. You are not alone in making 

disciples; God the Creator is working in the 

hearts of those who hear the gospel.  

Pray it:  
Father, You have called me to plant and 

water; help me to trust You to give growth. 

Give me encouragement when I see no 

evident growth for my work. I rejoice in 

the great truth that You are working in the 

hearts of those I proclaim the gospel to. I 

pray that You would remind me to consis-

tently pray for those in my life who do not 

know Jesus as Savior and Lord. I rejoice 

in the truth that You rule as King over the 

human heart.  

Own it:
•  How has God taken the initiative in your 

life? Who did He send to you to share 

the gospel? How did God open your 

heart to the truth of the gospel? Take 

some time to journal about this.

•  How are you doing with your three 

non-Christian friends you identified 

earlier this week? Continue to pray 

for them and ask God to prepare their 

hearts for the gospel. Ask God to lead 

you to find some ways to invest in them 

and show His love.

DAY 5 — RADICAL CONVERSION

Read it: 
Romans 6:1–4; Galatians 2:20

Know it:  
It’s told that one day Augustine of Hippo 

(354–430 AD) and his friends stole some 

pears from a neighbor’s vineyard “not to 

eat them but simply to throw them to the 

pigs.” As a young man, he was a womanizer. 

A well-known prayer of his at that time in 

his life was: “Lord, grant me chastity and 

self-control, but not yet.” Sometime later, 

Augustine found the hedonistic lifestyle 

void and meaningless, so he switched to a 

morally religious lifestyle. This too, however, 

gave him no fulfillment, and his heart was 

restless. 

Augustine’s conversion to Christianity 

happened as he was walking in his garden 

one day and heard a child’s voice repeating, 

“Take up and read.” On a table lay a col-

lection of Paul’s letters so he picked it up 

and read the first thing he saw, which was 

Romans 13:13–14. He later wrote, “No further 

would I read; nor needed I: for instantly 

at the end of this sentence, by a light as it 

were of serenity infused into my heart, all 

the darkness of doubt vanished away.”58  

Augustine’s conversion was radical,  

noticeable, and permanent. (Read his  

Confessions!) He championed the gospel 

and worked tirelessly to defend the faith.  

He became celibate as a result of the Spir-

it’s leading and gave himself entirely to the 

Church and God’s kingdom. 

The Bible uses extreme language to de-

scribe conversion. “I have been crucified 

with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 

58  Galli, Mark, and Ted 
Olsen. 131 Christians 
Everyone Should 
Know (Nashville, TN: 
Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 2000).
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Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). 

As believers we have been crucified with 

Christ—we have died to our old selves and 

sinful desires and Christ has come to live 

within. Platt sums it up this way, “Some-

one who has been converted has died to 

everything they used to be and received 

new life in Christ. They have been created 

all over again. They have been born again. 

Conversion to Christ is neither casual nor 

superficial.”59 

As we go and make disciples, we preach 

that conversion to Christ is neither casu-

al nor superficial; rather, it is radical. Our 

hearers must learn that to follow Christ is to 

die to self. When Christ comes to live within, 

He does a complete renovation within the 

home of our hearts and bodies. As those 

who make disciples, we ought to expect 

from a person who has decided to follow 

Christ a change (i.e., becoming more like 

Jesus). Christ makes the greedy generous, 

the liar honest, the sexually immoral pure, 

and much more. Christ transforms the aim 

of our hearts so that whatever we do, we do 

to please God. 

Conversion is noticeable and permanent. 

Conversion is evident in what the person 

says and how they live. A person who has 

been born again believes the gospel, has 

a love for God’s people, and keeps God’s 

commands. If you ask someone, “Are you  

a Christian?” listen not only to what they 

say they believe about the gospel, but look 

also to see if they have a love for God’s  

people and a habit of obeying God’s com-

mandments. Conversion is permanent in 

that God never lets go of or loses anyone 

who has been truly converted (John 6:37-

40). All those who are truly born again 

by God may struggle with sin to lesser or 

greater degrees throughout life but none-

theless will persevere in faith and grow in 

Christ-likeness.    

Pray it:   
Father, thank You for 

breathing new life into 

me. Work in me a deep desire to live for 

You and to please You every day of my life. 

I confess that I am not my own; You have 

bought me with a price. Help me to die to 

myself and to live for You. 

Own it:
•  Ryan Ries spent a decade as a profes-

sional skater. He was considered suc-

cessful but found himself addicted to 

drugs and alcohol before God changed 

his life. Watch and listen to his story at 

www.iamsecond.com/seconds/ryan-ries. 

• Memorize Galatians 2:20. 

•  For your life, what does it mean to die 

to self and to live for Christ? Journal 

your thoughts. 

Conversion is noticeable  
and permanent.

59  Platt, 4.
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60  Platt, 5-7.

61  Ibid, 5. 

62  Grudem, Wayne 
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(Grand Rapids, MI: 
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Week 3: This is why we make disciples
DAY 1 — A TRANSFORMED HEART

Read it: 
John 3:1–8; 1 John 3:9

Know it:
I grew up about an hour outside of Phila-

delphia, and I would go into Philly for the 

sights and the food – mainly cheesesteaks. 

A true Philly cheesesteak uses finely 

chopped beef and is served on a freshly 

toasted Amoroso roll with Cheez Whiz. The 

goodness from the cheesesteak drips out 

onto your plate, and it’s glorious. Occasion-

ally I’ll order a “Philly cheesesteak” outside 

of Philadelphia just to see how close they 

are to the original. I have never found it rep-

licated; they usually miss all the marks (e.g., 

the beef is thick, the roll is not toasted, they 

use American cheese, etc.). There are cer-

tain characteristics of a Philly cheesesteak; 

likewise there are certain characteristics or 

marks of a follower of Christ. 

Take a moment to answer this question: 

“What are the marks of a disciple of Jesus?” 

What is the “Cheese Whiz” of a real disci-

ple? Make a list of characteristics. Think of 

Scripture verses that describe a disciple. 

Platt says, “Christ now lives in [His disci-

ples], transforming everything about them 

from the inside out.” He has identified six 

primary marks of a disciple: a transformed 

heart, a transformed mind, transformed 

affections, a transformed will, transformed 

relationships, and a transformed purpose.60 

The first characteristic, a transformed heart, 

is what defines a disciple and occurs the 

moment a person places their faith in Jesus. 

Can you see how a heart change would be a 

necessary first step before the other things 

can happen? The other five marks “are 

found in increasing measure as a disciple 

grows through faith in Jesus as a member 

of the church.”61

Notice what Jesus said to Nicodemus in 

the reading today: “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” When Jesus speaks of 

being born again, He is referring to regener-

ation or a transformed heart. Regeneration 

can be defined as, “A secret act of God in 

which he imparts new spiritual life to us.”62 

A helpful analogy is found in 1 John 3:9: 

“No one born of God makes a practice 

of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, 

and he cannot keep on sinning because 

he has been born of God.” Think of it this 

way: when a sperm or “seed” fertilizes an 

egg, new life occurs, and genes are passed 

along. So it is when a child is conceived, her 

cells already have all the genetic material 

for her to develop fully as a human being. 

A child resembles his parents because he 

has their genes. Similarly, God gives us His 

spiritual DNA, so to speak. 

Christians are called God’s children because 

we have been born of Him and have His 

genetic character and nature. The change 

we undergo at the moment of faith in Christ 

occurs instantly at the most fundamental 

level, and as we grow as God’s children 

we should increasingly look like Him. The 

wonderful truth is that we are not becoming 

God’s children but we are His children. Just 

as with our physical growth, we cooperate 

in the process, but we don’t make the pro-

cess happen. It is already there inside us as 

believers. As God’s child, trust that He will 

lead you to become more and more  

like Jesus.    
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This is why:
Here is a story from South Asia: “A disciple 

was beaten at a local mosque because he 

refused to deny his Christian faith. During 

his beating, he shared the gospel with 

the people. The imam (the teacher at the 

mosque) who was leading the persecution 

came to Christ right there and then. The 

disciple died days later, but the gospel 

lives on now through the imam.” God gave 

new birth to the imam and caused change 

to occur at the most fundamental level, a 

transformed heart. 

Pray it: 
Father, thank You for causing me to be born 

again. Your seed abides in me. Help me co-

operate with You to let my identity as Your 

child become more apparent in my life. I 

pray that my life would reflect Your life.     

Own it:
•  A friend asks you, “What does it mean 

to be born again?” How would you  

answer them?  

•  Listen to this sermon from Ray Ortlund 

Jr. entitled, What does it mean to be 

born again? https://www.thegospel 
coalition.org/article/what-does-it-
mean-to-be-born-again. 

DAY 2 — A TRANSFORMED MIND

Read it: 
Romans 12:1–2

Know it: 
When I got married a mind change had to 

occur. I could no longer think of myself as a 

single guy. Once we said “I do,” my wife and  

I were united and belonged to one another. 

I had a wife I needed to think about before I 

bought whatever I wanted or before I made 

weekend plans with the guys. Getting mar-

ried to my wife was one of the best decisions 

I ever made, but it meant transformation. I 

have found that throughout our marriage, I 

have needed to “renew my mind” to become 

more of the husband God wants me to be. 

Likewise as Christians, throughout life we will 

need to renew our minds and remember, “I 

am no longer my own but I belong to Jesus.” 

Romans 12 marks a turning point in the 

book. In light of the mercies of God (Ro-

mans 1-11), Paul urged the Romans to offer 

themselves to God as living sacrifices. To be 

a living sacrifice involves not being con-

formed to this world but being transformed 

by the renewing of our minds. God, through 

His Spirit, transforms our minds so that in 

our thoughts, attitudes, reasoning, and de-

sires we become more and more like Jesus. 

To go a little further in explaining what it 

means to have a transformed mind, Platt 

offers this instruction: “Disciples are bib-

lically grounded in that they believe what 

Jesus says. Disciples of Jesus trust the 

truth of Jesus and view the world around 

them through the lens of God’s Word. As 

disciples abide in Jesus, reading, hearing, 

studying, understanding, memorizing, and 

meditating on God’s Word, He molds their 

minds to become like His. They are contin-

ually being renewed in knowledge after the 

image of their Creator.”63

A transformed mind results in more than 

thinking the right thoughts; it leads to 

attitudes and actions. A disciple with a 

transformed mind serves and is interested 

in meeting the needs of others. Sometimes 

we are more interested in how others can 

serve us. We want someone else to do the 

dishes, take out the trash, and mow the 

lawn. It’s not a new struggle – the disciples 63  Platt, 5- 6.
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wrestled with this selfish attitude (Mark 

10:35-45). So, we need to have our minds 

renewed when it comes to service by med-

itating upon the realities that Jesus washed 

His disciples’ feet (John 13:1-20) and that 

He came “not to be served but to serve and 

to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 

10:45). Christ inspires us to cast off selfish 

attitudes and put on His attitudes  

of service. 

Be careful that you 

don’t think of the qual-

ities of transformation as another to-do list. 

It’s not about doing, but “being.” Change 

happens from the inside out as a disciple 

keeps his focus and affections on Christ. If 

Christ gave His own life in service to God 

and us, what then is cleaning some dirty 

dishes or taking out the trash? Even the 

most tedious or menial service can become 

a joy to you because you know the Son of 

God humbled Himself to wash feet. The ser-

vice and sacrifice of Christ lay the founda-

tion for the disciples’ service to others.

It’s not about doing,  
but “being.”

Pray it: 
Lord, You have begun a good work in me 

by transforming my heart. You redeem the 

heart and the mind because You are a God 

of mercy. In light of Your mercies, help me 

see that it is a privilege to offer myself as a 

living sacrifice. Lord, let me not be con-

formed to this world but be transformed by 

the renewing of my mind.

Own it:
•  Read Colossians 3:1–15. According to 

these verses, how does your thinking 

need to change and be aligned to what 

Scripture says about who you are and 

how you are to live?

•  There are many things that can influ-

ence your mind. Review the music and 

other media you consume. The music 

you listen to and the movies you watch 

will impact your mood, thoughts, and 

even how you act. What is being taught 

and celebrated in the songs and shows 

you love? How do they align with the 

truths God has revealed in His Word?  

DAY 3 — TRANSFORMED AFFECTIONS

Read it: 
John 4:1–15

Know it:
The fourth of July in Washington, D.C. is a 

sight to behold. You can enjoy the parade 

down Constitution Avenue and the fireworks 

on the National Mall. One of the downsides is 

that it is so hot! I remember one year’s visit 

when we ran out of water. Everyone was so 

thirsty; it was like a desert in our mouths. A 

man selling water on a street corner yelled, 

“Water is life; life is water!” We made a bee-

line to him and bought a couple of bottles of 

water to quench our thirst. It was wonderful 

at the time, but it did not last long. The wa-

ter didn’t provide eternal hydration. 

When it comes to desire, all of us are thirsty 

people and nothing in this world quenches 

that thirst for long. The glory of the gos-

pel is that Jesus quenches our soul’s thirst 

for all eternity by giving us “living water.” 

Metaphorically, He stands on the street 

corners of our world and says, “If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me and drink” (John 

7:37). Jesus offered a Samaritan woman 

this living water (i.e., Himself) and told her 

it would eternally satisfy her affections and 

desires. When we come to faith in Christ, he 

transforms not only our minds but also our 

affections.

Take a moment to consider some things 

that provide you with contentment. Make 

a list of “Ten Things That Make Me Happy” 
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in your journal. Enjoy making the list, and 

thank God for such things.

Before moving on, review your list and put 

a “T” by the things that are temporary or 

easily taken away in your life. Put a question 

mark by anything that might be unhealthy or 

even contrary to what is best.

It may cheer you to know that God created 

your ability to desire and be satisfied. He 

wants to redeem and transform this part of 

you that has been spoiled by sin. “Disciples 

are deeply satisfied in that they desire what 

Jesus desires. Their pursuit of peace, joy, 

and life has led them to Jesus, who has not 

only saved them from their sin, but also sat-

isfied their souls. Disciples, therefore, grow 

to participate in spiritual disciplines not 

out of a sense of duty, but out of a sense 

of delight; enjoying the exaltation of God 

in worship, craving communion with God in 

prayer, hungering for God’s Word more than 

daily food, confessing sins with grateful 

contrition, and loving God’s glory more than 

their own lives. Such love for God contin-

ually pushes out love for the things of this 

world. Disciples daily crucify the desires of 

the flesh as they bear the fruit of the Spirit 

and long for the return of the Son.”64

Perhaps one of the most famous books on 

“religious affections” comes from Jonathan 

Edwards. Consider his words from A Trea-

tise Concerning Religious Affections: “Saints 

and angels behold the beauty of God’s 

holiness and this sight only will melt and 

humble the hearts of men, wean them from 

the world, draw them to God, and effectu-

ally change them.”65 How are our affections 

or desires changed? According to Edwards 

it is by beholding—gazing at the beauty 

of God’s holiness. Do you struggle to love 

God? Meditate upon and believe that God 

is perfectly just, forgives your sin, and has 

loved you despite your rebellious ways. Put 

yourself in the story of the prodigal son as 

he returns home and sees his father running 

out to meet him. The more time you spend 

with God, enjoying Him, the more you will 

be changed to love what He loves and hate 

what He hates.  

This is why:
One missionary has observed this about  

his assigned people group: “Despite a grow-

ing economy in my country, high standards 

of living, and low unemployment, people 

often wonder why they work. They struggle 

with purpose of life. Outside of the gospel 

there is no hope for true and lasting peace 

and joy. We hear their story and share our 

story and watch how God’s great story 

continues to change lives.” In missions, one 

of our great privileges is the opportunity 

to see people who have struggled to find 

satisfaction discover their soul’s satisfaction 

in Jesus.     

Pray it:  
Father, You are the God who always tells 

the truth. Your Word is truth and in You 

there is no error or wrongdoing. You delight 

in faithfulness, in friendship, in kindness 

because all of these are found in You. Cause 

my affections to be kindled by the glory of 

who You are so that I continue to grow in 

love for You and others.  

Own it:
•  Spend some time celebrating God’s 

goodness, beauty, and holiness. One 

way to do this is to write your own 

paraphrase  

of Psalm 63 (or similar) in your journal.

•  Listen to I Will Glory in My Redeemer by 

Sovereign Grace Music. 

•  Share with a friend or family member 

something about God’s moral character 

that you found praiseworthy. Remem-

ber that  

a good gospel presentation will focus 

on God’s character. If  

you share with a fellow Christian, it 

should open a worship  

opportunity! 



70  Why

DAY 4 — A TRANSFORMED WILL

Read it:
Matthew 28:16–20 

Know it: 
The Great Commission is one of the most 

referenced passages of Scripture. Because 

of that, we tend to read it on “auto-pi-

lot.” I encourage you to read the passage 

in several different translations. Notice 

the authoritative context; the risen Christ 

gave a command for His people to follow. 

He has been given all authority in heaven 

and earth—He is Lord—and He issued a 

command to be obeyed just like the Ten 

Commandments. As His followers, we are 

to obey Him in going and making disciples, 

baptizing them, and teaching them to obey 

God’s Word. 

Obedience to Christ 

requires a transformed 

will. By default, we 

want what we want 

and we do what 

we want to do. The 

“natural” thing for an 

unsaved people is to 

resist Jesus as Lord because they have 

rebellious hearts (Ephesians 2:1–3). Our 

wills must undergo a dramatic change in 

allegiance, turning from self to allegiance to 

Christ. This shift begins at the moment of 

salvation but must be worked out over the 

course of our lives. 

One way your will is transformed is through 

your worship of Jesus. Notice that the 

Great Commission begins with the disciples 

worshipping Jesus. The disciples would 

obey Christ’s command over the course of 

their lives because they had worshipped 

Him. The fuel of missions is the worship of 

Jesus. The reason we go and make disciples 

is because Jesus is the resurrected Savior 
66  Platt, 6.

One of the best prayers  
for a Christian is to ask, 
“Lord, give me the desire 
and the power to do  
what pleases You.”

and Lord. Our motivation to fulfill the Great 

Commission is a love for Jesus. 

“Disciples are humbly obedient,” says Platt. 

“That is, they do what Jesus commands. 

Disciples of Jesus do not merely hear the 

Word and so deceive themselves; they do 

what it says. Disciples see imperatives in the 

Scriptures as invitations from the Savior to 

experience the joy of active submission to 

Him. The more they walk according to God’s 

Word, the more Jesus conforms their ways 

to His will.”66 

I sometimes find it hard to obey God; my 

will or my desires are at war with His ways. 

I want to follow Jesus, and then a few min-

utes later I want to follow my heart. Have 

you ever wrestled with such things? Let’s 

thank God that He has given us a new heart 

and has broken the power of sin over our 

lives. I find this verse encouraging: “For it 

is God who works in you, both to will and 

to work for his good pleasure” (Philippians 

2:13). One of the best prayers for a Christian 

is to ask, “Lord, give me the desire and the 

power to do what pleases You.”  

Pray it:   
Father, thank You for creating in me a new 

heart so that I can will and work for Your 

good pleasure. Work on me as a sculptor on 

clay to make me more like Your Son. Thank 

You for the gift of the Spirit and His leading 

me into truth. Fill me with Your Spirit so 

that I cheerfully obey Your commands. 

Own it:
•  First John 5:3 says, “For this is the love 

of God, that we keep his command-

ments.” In your journal, see how many 

of God’s commands you can write  

down from memory (write references if 

you’re able). 

•  Which of God’s commands are you 

cheerful about following? What com-

mands are a burden to you and why? 

Identify one of these to present before 
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God and to ask Him to turn it from a 

burden to a delight. Be sure to journal 

this so you can come back later to  

acknowledge how God has worked.   

•  Christ commands you to “Go and make 

disciples, baptize them, and to teach 

them to obey God’s Word.” On your  

upcoming mission project, learn how 

you and your team will work to fulfill 

this command.  

DAY 5 — TRANSFORMED RELATIONSHIPS

Read it: 
Mark 10:35–45

Know it:
The life of Martin Luther King Jr. has always 

inspired me. This past year when I was in 

Atlanta, Georgia, I visited his home and 

church. While I viewed the exhibits and sat 

in the pews at Ebenezer Baptist Church, I 

was struck by how the man gave himself 

in service to others. King once said, “Life’s 

most persistent and urgent question is, 

‘What are you doing for others?’”67 I’m 

afraid many people have forgotten that 

King was a follower of Christ and a Baptist 

minister. He truly cared for people, and his 

work for civil rights was inspired by the 

King of Kings. 

Hear Jesus’ words given almost two thou-

sand years before King’s: “But whoever 

would be great among you must be your 

servant.” King’s life was taken from him by 

an assassin; Jesus willingly gave His life as 

a ransom so that many could be made right 

with God. Jesus paid the ultimate sacrifice 

as an act of service, and in view of that, Je-

sus calls His followers to serve like Him.  

James and John, Jesus’ disciples, were a 

little slow in the “putting others over self” 

department. They asked, “Teacher, we want 

you to do for us whatever we ask of you… 

grant us to sit, one at your right hand and 

one at your left, in your glory.” Like James 

and John, followers of Christ are tempted to 

seek a position of greatness, influence, and 

power over others. As fallen creatures we 

desire a place of prominence and status. 

As God transforms our minds, hearts, and 

wills, He also seeks to renovate our relation-

ships. In Mark 10:35-45, Jesus said some-

thing that runs entirely contrary to the ways 

of the world: “I am not alive to be served 

but to serve, to give my life for others, and 

to become a slave of all.” If you started 

saying this to people, how long would it be 

before they consider you crazy? And yet, 

followers of Christ must have this same 

attitude toward others. Have you thought 

about your life in these terms? As a follower 

of Christ, are you willing to be a servant and 

slave of all? 

Jesus’ disciples are “sacrificially loving in 

that they serve as Jesus serves.”68 Unbeliev-

ers might doubt that anyone would really 

want to do this, but the motivation comes 

from having Christ meet your needs for ac-

ceptance and being a member of His family. 

“Having been reconciled to God through 

Christ, disciples continually work toward 

reconciliation with others in Christ: forgiving 

one another freely and serving one another 

selflessly. Disciples of Jesus join together as 

members of local churches where they love 

67  Coretta Scott King 
and Martin Luther 
King III, The Words 
of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.: Second Edi-
tion, (San Francisco, 
CA: Harper Collins, 
2008), p. 3. 

68  Platt, 6.
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one another by laying down their lives for 

each other. Such sacrificial compassion ex-

tends beyond the local church as disciples 

care for their families, the global church, the 

lost, and the poor.”69

Pray it:  
Father, Your grace amazes me as I meditate 

upon the wonderful truth that Your Son 

came not to be served but to serve and to 

give His life as a ransom for me. Fill me with 

Your grace and transform my relationships. 

As I consider Your mercies, transform me  

so that I offer myself to You as a living 

sacrifice. May I serve as You served and not 

hold anything back.   

Own it:
•  Are you a writer at heart? Create a blog 

or other kind of post titled, “Jesus Is My 

Hero, and I want to Be Like Him.” Share 

some of the ways that Jesus served  

and how He gave His life as a ransom 

for many. 

•  Whom has God placed in your life you 

can serve? In your journal, write down 

the names of three people whom you 

can serve this week. Now under each 

name list one way you can serve them 

this week. Get practical. Think about 

needs they have.   

•  Do you need to serve by making things 

right with someone? Maybe you said 

something that hurt someone, or maybe 

someone said something that hurt you. 

Check out Matthew 18:15–20 to read Je-

sus’ words on reconciling relationships. 

If you need to make things rights with 

someone, who is it and how do you 

plan to make things right? Peacemak-

er Ministries offers a lot of guidance in 

resolving conflict.
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Week 4: This is why we serve
DAY 1 — THE CALL OF SALVATION

Read it: 
Romans 8:28–30 

Know it:
As a parent one of my worst fears is that 

I will be at a store and my child will wan-

der away. It’s easy–as you turn to talk with 

someone, your kid can just dart away. 

Thankfully this has never happened, but 

if it did, I would quickly stop the world to 

start looking for my child! Forget shopping; 

I would seek out my lost child to find them. 

Similarly, when it comes to our salvation, 

God spares no expense to take the initia-

tive, seek us out, and call us to Himself. The 

first calling we experience as Christians is 

not a call to a job, a spouse, or a college, 

but a call to know a person – God. Before 

God calls us to kingdom work, He calls us to 

be His children. 

As you read Romans 8:28–30, notice the 

stages that Paul lists: foreknowledge, 

predestination, calling, justification, and 

glorification. (For a nice visual explanation 

of these stages, check out “The Unbreak-

able Chain of Hope” at https://visualunit.
me/2011/03/25/chainofhope). Believers 

can have a powerful, confident hope in our 

hearts because our salvation, from begin-

ning to end, isn’t a result of our works but 

of the sure work of God. 

God’s call has multiple dimensions, but it 

starts with our need for salvation. Platt says, 

“First and foremost, calling is the gracious 

act of God by which He draws people to 

become disciples of Jesus and members 

of His church. The call to salvation comes 

through the proclamation of God’s Word 

in the power of God’s Spirit. Accompany-

ing the call to salvation in Christ is a call to 

freedom, holiness, and suffering in Christ. 

The call to salvation forms the unshakable 

foundation of a disciple’s primary identity 

now and forever.”70 

God calls you above 

all else to know Him; 

your calling is first and 

foremost to Someone 

not something (like a 

vocation). The sub-

stance of who you are 

is intimately linked to 

your relationship to God. Your identity is 

not found in your job, your school, family 

status, citizenship, or personal abilities.  

Your identity is that you are a child of the 

living God. 

Timothy Keller confronts the faulty idea 

that calling is mainly a matter of personal 

choice. The call of Christ is much bigger 

than that. 

“What it means to be a Christian is not 

that you’ve decided to adhere to these 

beliefs and to move in this direction and to 

do these moral values and you’re sort of 

proceeding as if you’ve decided to take a 

course, you’ve decided to sign up or some-

thing. That’s not what Christianity is. People 

who really have eternal life sense some out-

side agitator has come on in. Something has 

grabbed you. Something is dealing with you 

in your innermost being. It’s shaking you. 

It’s your Maker making you again, and you 

sense something is being done to you.”71 

Something, or rather Someone, has 

grabbed us as believers. That someone is 

God. He has called us to salvation that we 

might know and enjoy Him forever. 

70  Platt, 7.

71  Keller, Timothy J.  
The Timothy Keller 
Sermon Archive 
(New York City:  
Redeemer Presby- 
terian Church, 2013).

God calls you above  
all else to know Him;  
your calling is first and 
foremost to Someone  
not something  
(like a vocation).
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Pray it:   
Father, You have called me out of the 

darkness of sin to know You. Thank You 

for adopting me into Your family. Help me 

to understand that You called me to know 

You, not just to do a job. Help me to not 

root my identity in my job, family, sports, 

or school, but to find my identity in Christ. 

Work through me to proclaim the gospel 

and draw sinners to You. 

Own it:
•  Read Ephesians 1:3–14. Using this pas-

sage, write out a description of your 

identity in Christ. 

•  Listen to the song Identity by LeCrae, 

and review the lyrics so you can follow 

along. What did you think of the song? 

What truths most resonated with you 

and why? 

•  Imagine you lost your job or could no 

longer attend school and get a degree. 

Would you become a wreck? What 

mindset would you need from God to 

survive and even thrive? How does that 

relate to His call in your life?

DAY 2 — THE CALL TO MISSION

Read it: 
Luke 24:36-49

Know it:
God calls His people to go and make disci-

ples. Remember from the previous devotion 

that God first calls us to Himself, not some-

thing like a job, a school, or a spouse. The 

order in God’s calling is: (1) This is who I’ve 

called you to be; and (2) This is what I am 

calling you to do. 

After the call to salvation, we are immedi-

ately called to mission. Regarding this Platt 

says, “The call to salvation includes a call 

to mission, for every person who responds 

to God’s call as a disciple of Jesus receives 

Christ’s command to make disciples of  

Jesus. Disciple making is thus the God- 

given, Christ-enabled, Spirit-empowered 

duty of every disciple whatever his or her 

station, location, or vocation. In this way, 

every disciple plays an integral part in the 

eternal purpose of God to glorify His name 

through disciples made in every nation.”72 

To be a disciple is to make disciples. The 

call to mission doesn’t change regardless 

of job changes, school changes, moving 

changes, etc. At all times in all places to all 

people we are called to make disciples.

Does this calling surprise you? Did you think 

God called only some people to missions?

Jesus said, “Repentance and forgiveness 

of sins should be proclaimed in my name 

to all nations.” I am convinced that many 

of us don’t need more Bible knowledge or 

evangelism techniques. We just need to get 

involved in the work of making disciples, 

to be courageous by choosing to obey 

God. Jesus told His disciples to wait for the 

“power from on high” (the Spirit). What do 

you need in order to evangelize? You need 

the Spirit. 

When people come to faith in Christ, they 

receive His Spirit. If we are believers, we 

have the Spirit. One of the reasons the Spirit 

is given to us is so we can witness and share 

the gospel in His power. So, why are we not 

making disciples? I believe it comes down 

to fear and a lack of will. This is why Jesus 

gives the promise to be with us always to 

the very end of the age (Matthew 28:20). 

Jesus does not send where he does not  

first go Himself. Claim the wonderful  

promise that Jesus is with you as you go 

and make disciples. 

Richard Baxter, a great Puritan preacher of 

the 17th century, said this concerning the 

call to mission: “We have greater work here 

to do than merely securing our own sal-

vation. We are members of the world and 
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church, and we must labor to do good to 

many. We are trusted with our Master’s tal-

ents for his service, in our places to do our 

best to propagate his truth, and grace, and 

church; and to bring home souls, and honor 

his cause, and edify his flock, and further 

the salvation of as many as we can. All this 

is to be done on earth, if we will secure the 

end of all in heaven.”73 

Indeed we do have greater work here to do 

than merely securing our own salvation; we 

must labor to do good to many. 

This is why:
God has sent out many of His people into 

the mission field to make disciples. Hear this 

encouraging story from an IMB missionary: 

“We just moved to a new city in our country 

after completing a church plant in our first 

city. We had 25 baptisms in 15 years in our 

first city.  In the first year in our new city, we 

have had seven baptisms with three more 

to baptize next month!” God is at work, re-

deeming a people from all the nations. How 

is He calling you to join Him in His mission?   

Pray it: 
Father, again, thank You for sending some-

one to preach the gospel to me. Help me to 

remember that others are waiting for some-

one to bring them the gospel. You have 

called me to mission, help me to answer 

Your call. Help me to live with a missionary 

mindset at all times. Here I am, send me! 

Own it:
•  Spend some time this week researching 

the people group you will engage on 

your mission project. Check out  

www.peoplegroups.org for information. 

What is your team’s plan for making 

disciples? How do you fit into that plan? 

•  For a way to share the gospel, try the 

free app “The Story” by Spread Truth 

Ministries. Use the app to engage at 

least one person this week with the 

gospel. They also have another app, 

called Questions in a Box, to help get 

gospel conversations started. 

73  Ritzema, Elliot, and 
Elizabeth Vince, eds. 
300 Quotations for 
Preachers from the 
Puritans. Pastorum 
Series (Bellingham, 
WA: Lexham Press, 
2013).

DAY 3 — THE CALL TO STATION, PART 1

Read it: 
Ephesians 5:22–6:4 

Know it: 
Many Christians ask, “What is God’s will for 

my life?” As followers of Christ we rightly 

believe that God has a purpose and direc-

tion for our lives. However, many people only 

think of this question in relation to how they 

might serve God in a particular place, doing 

a certain job, and among a specific people 

group. While God does call us to serve in 

a certain way, at a certain time, among a 

certain people, there are greater callings for 

a Christian that never change regardless of 

circumstances. 

Let’s review from the previous devotion: 

you may lose your job, move to a new city, 

or change schools, but your call to God and 

to make disciples never changes. No matter 

your circumstances, you are always in Christ 

and always called to make disciples. God’s 

will for you as His child is to know Him and 

then to make disciples. God is not hiding 

His will like it’s an Easter egg. Have you 

ever stopped to ask someone for directions 

only to see the person hop in your car and 

go with you to your destination? I’ve never 

had that happen, but I know an even more 

amazing experience. God wants you to know 

His will so much that He doesn’t just give 

directions; He is already “in your car” (by His 

Holy Spirit) and ready to provide guidance. 
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disciple the members of your family. This is 

God’s will for your life.  

Pray it: 
Father, You have called me to the station 

of family. You have sovereignly placed me 

within my family and called me to certain 

roles. I pray that You would graciously en-

able me to fulfill my responsibilities in those 

roles. Help me to serve those in my family 

and to do the work of discipleship. I pray 

that You would fill me with Your Spirit and 

show me how to carry out Your work in  

my family.  

Own it:
•  Search Ephesians 5:22–6:4 and list the 

guidance and commands God gives to 

husbands, wives, children, and parents. 

Which ones apply to you right now? 

What convictions should you have re-

garding your future family?

•  In your journal list the roles you play in 

your family (e.g., son, daughter, brother, 

sister, husband, wife, etc.) as column 

headings. Under those headings identi-

fy at least one way you will specifically 

serve your family members like Christ 

this week. 

•  Who is a relative that you haven’t seen 

or spoken to for a while? Find a way 

to connect with him or her this week. 

Ask , “How can I pray for you? Is there 

something I can do to serve you this 

week?” Listen, take notes, and commit 

to action.  

Today the topic is God’s call to station. 

Theologians of old used the word “station” 

to talk about the roles in life that God has 

assigned. For example, all of us have been 

placed by God into a family and we have 

specific roles within that family; this is a sta-

tion. If you are scratching your head think-

ing, “How does God want me to serve?” you 

can be sure His will for you includes serving 

those within your family as Christ would. 

Can you see how the call to station must 

come before a specific call to service like 

an occupation? God’s call does not ignore 

the God-given roles he has already given in 

your life.

David Platt explains this idea further:  

“Christ calls disciples to specific stations  

in and through which they exalt Him on  

mission. One such station is the family, 

where Christians are called to be faithful 

sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, 

husbands and wives, and mothers and 

fathers for the spread of God’s gospel and 

the display of God’s glory.”74 Scripture also 

speaks of a divine call to singleness for the 

sake of mission, either for a period or for 

the entirety of one’s life in this world. The 

question is: “What roles has God called you 

to faithfully fill?” 

You are called by God to make much of 

Jesus and glorify God within your family. 

The Scripture passage today is about how 

the gospel works itself out in the family 

through its members. Each of us is called to 

the role of son or daughter. You may also be 

a husband, wife, brother, or sister. You may 

have grandparents, aunts, uncles, nephews, 

nieces, etc. God has sovereignly placed you 

in your family, and His will is that you make 

disciples and exalt Jesus among your family. 

So many people think of the “mission field” 

as a work outside the family, but the work of 

missions must begin in the field called “fam-

ily.” You are called to serve, build up, and 
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DAY 4 — THE CALL TO STATION, PART 2

Read it: 
Romans 13:1–10 

Know it:  
I grew up in a small town in Pennsylvania. 

The school district was composed of four 

small towns that were all close to one anoth-

er. Whether you went to the grocery store, 

the hardware store, the baseball game, or 

the homecoming parade, you interacted with 

the same people. It was my community. Be-

cause of urbanization, I imagine your com-

munity may not be that small. In fact, I can 

guess that you have multiple “communities”: 

your subdivision or apartment building, your 

school, your church family, and pehaps even 

workplace. As we explore the call to station 

further, I invite you to do two things:

 1.  Identify your communities—your 

different circles of influence. Where 

has God placed you? Think about 

the routines in your week and 

where you spend your time. 

 2.  Identify your mission field in each 

community. Who are the people 

you regularly encounter who don’t 

have a saving relationship with 

Christ? Teach yourself to see the 

people in those places as your 

mission field. God has placed you in 

certain “communities” primarily to 

make disciples. 

As you struggle with the question, “What 

is God’s will for my life?” consider that part 

of the answer will involve who you are and 

what God wants you to do within your com-

munities.

  

How do you faithfully live out the faith in 

your community and glorify God? For one 

thing, Romans 13:1–7 urges us to obey the 

authorities and law over us (such as traffic 

laws, school dress code, deadlines for home-

work and papers, etc.). We respect authority 

as we pay taxes and as we honor and obey 

our leaders (church elders/pastors, principal, 

teachers, police officers). 

Another way to glorify God and faithfully live 

out the faith in our communities is by “loving 

our neighbors as ourselves” (Mark 12:31). 

That’s broad, so let’s get specific with a per-

sonal application. Interact with others face to 

face. Put away your phone when you’re out 

to eat with someone. Give them your atten-

tion. Instead of looking at your Twitter feed, 

try to have a conversation with the person 

behind you in the register line. How can we 

possibly make disciples in our communities if 

we refuse to engage and personally interact 

with those living in our communities? To love 

our neighbor as ourselves becomes very 

difficult if we are constantly looking at our 

phones when someone is trying to talk with 

us or serve us. 

As believers, let’s build a different culture 

where we actually value the person who’s 

in front of us over the information on our 

screens. It’s a small thing, but in an imper-

sonal world, it might be a way for others 

to “see your good works and give glory to 

your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 

5:16). When we do good in our community, 

we bring honor to the name of Christ. 

This is why:
If you want to be a responsible citizen for 

God it will mean getting to know and love 

your neighbors. Listen to this story from 

an IMB missionary: “Recently I met a man 

named Mufasa who had a stroke about 

three years ago and can no longer use the 

left side of his body. I was able to share 

stories from the Bible of Jesus healing peo-

ple, and I also shared the Gospel story with 

him. He was excited to hear these stories 

and continues to ask for more.” God opens 

doors when we take steps to get to know 
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those in our neighborhoods. God’s will is to 

work through you to make disciples in your 

community.  

Pray it: 
Father, You have placed me in my com-

munity to exalt Jesus and make disciples. 

Help me to think and see like a missionary 

right where I am. Lead me to step outside 

of my comfort zone and get to know my 

neighbors. Father, I want to glorify You in 

my community and for Your name to be 

honored. Help me to live as a responsible 

citizen in my community so that others 

would see my good works and glorify You 

in heaven. 

Own it:
•  How are you doing with obeying the au-

thorities in your life (e.g., parents, boss, 

teacher, pastor, local traffic laws)? Are 

you known for submitting to authori-

ty or as a rebel? How do your actions 

affect the honor of Christ among 

non-Christians? 

•  Choose something to do in your com-

munity to exalt the name of Jesus be-

fore others. Ideas could include picking 

up litter, mowing an elderly person’s 

lawn, hosting a block party so people 

can mingle, starting a neighborhood 

garden, or going door-to-door to pray 

for people and share Christ. 

DAY 5 — THE CALL TO SERVICE

Read it: 
Acts 16:6–10

Know it:  
In high school, I was stressed about God’s 

will for my life. I only thought of “God’s will” 

in terms of where God wanted me to go to 

college and what job He wanted me to do. I 

was worried that I was going to miss God’s 

perfect will for my life and have to settle  

for less than the best. Since that time, to 

God be the glory, the Lord has matured me 

and has given me a richer understanding  

of His calling. 

Some people are likely to think of God’s 

will mostly in terms of  His call to a specific 

work or occupation or service in life. While 

calling does involve this, we need to keep 

four words in mind: remember, surrender, 

abide, and rest. 

•  Remember. Before God called you to 

a specific task, He called you to be His 

child. Keep this identity foremost.

•  Surrender. Turn everything over to God. 

Decide now to go wherever and do 

whatever He leads. 

•  Abide. Learn to walk with God by lis-

tening to His voice every day. When you 

don’t know what to do, continue to do 

what God has already revealed to you. 

•  Rest. We must learn to trust in the 

Lord (Proverbs 3:5–6). It often involves 

patience and waiting. Resting in God 

is not sleeping, but taking hold of His 

peace.

Some of you reading this devotion are in 

the midst of big life decisions such as where 

to go to college, what career path to take, 

and who to marry. I hope that in the midst 

of all those questions and decisions that 

you remember, surrender, abide, and rest. 

In Acts 16, the Spirit was clearly at work di-

recting the disciples. For some reason that 

we don’t know for now, He had “forbidden” 

and “not allowed” the disciples to speak the 

word in Asia and Bithynia. The Spirit, how-

ever, did lead the disciples to go and make 

disciples in Macedonia. It is clear from this 

story and others that God calls believers to 

specific places of service in His kingdom. 

Concerning this call, Platt says, 

“The call to service is the gracious act of 

God by which He directs disciples to make 

disciples in a certain way, at a certain time, 
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among a certain people, in a certain loca-

tion, or through a certain vocation. Calls  

to service may be fluid, operating at vary-

ing levels and open to varying assignments 

from God. What must be constant in a  

disciple’s life, however, is faithfulness to 

God’s call, no matter the cost, until God 

calls the disciple to different service. Calls 

to service are discerned and affirmed not 

just individually, but as a member of the 

church on mission in the world through 

Spirit-led, Word-driven, prayer-focused 

examination of a disciple’s desires, gifts, 

abilities, and opportunities.”75

God’s call to salvation and mission never 

change. His call to station typically is for a 

lifetime. His call to specific service, however, 

often varies and changes over time. A prac-

tical question is this: How do I know if God 

is calling me to this or that, such as wash 

dishes or preach the Word? There are four 

questions that can help give you clarity: 

 (1) Do I have a desire for this? 

 (2) Do I have gifts to do this? 

 (3)  What are my abilities, education, 

and skills? 

 (4)  Does this match with a need or 

opportunity that matters  

to me? 

I would encourage you to ask your parents, 

your pastors, mature Christians at your 

church, and friends to help you answer 

these questions. Whatever God may call 

you to, remember that all work is significant 

when done to the glory of God. 

Pray it:
Father, You have called me to know and en-

joy You. Help me to abide in You as I strive 

to know Your calling to service. God, I want 

to use my abilities to serve You and others. I 

pray that You would open opportunities for 

me to serve for Your glory.     

Own it:
•  Take a question you have about God’s 

will for your future service and plug it 

into the “remember, surrender, abide, 

and rest” admonition in this devotion. 

Apply these in a devotional response or 

prayer to God in your journal. 

•  When it comes to discerning God’s will, 

how well do you already know yourself 

and your circumstances? Sit down with a 

trusted adult and discuss these ques-

tions: (1) What are my biggest desires in 

life? (2) How am I gifted? (3) What are 

my abilities and skills? What kind of ed-

ucation am I willing to pursue? (4) What 

needs in the world resonate with me?  

75  Platt, 8.
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Week 5: This is why we plant churches
DAY 1 — SENT ONES

Read it: 
Acts 13:1–5 

Know it:
One of my favorite missionary stories is the 
story of John Paton. Paton was appointed 
to serve as a missionary of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland to Vanuatu 
(a South Pacific nation of islands). In the 
first year of his work, his wife died in child-
birth along with her newborn child. Paton 
struggled to minister to people who were 
involved in cannibalism and witchcraft. His 
life was threatened on numerous occasions. 
Paton persistently kept at the work of mis-
sions to the people of Vanuatu, laboring for 
15 years on the island of Aniwa. 

What would make a man endure all that 
hardship and refuse to quit? Hear John Pa-
ton’s answer, “As I lay down my pen, let me 
record my immovable conviction that His 
is the noblest service in which any human 
being can spend or be spent; and that, if 
God gave me back my life to be lived over 
again, I would without one quiver of hesi-
tation lay it on the altar to Christ, that He 
might use it as before in similar ministries of 
love, especially among those who have nev-
er yet heard the name of Jesus...God gave 
His best, His Son, to me; and I give back my 
best, my all, to Him.”76

Paton beheld the love of God, and it stirred 
his heart to missions. Like the prophet 
Isaiah, he exclaimed “Here I am Lord, send 
me!” (Isaiah 6:8). In 1858, he accepted the 
call to go out to serve as a missionary.  

The International Mission Board defines a 
missionary as “a disciple of Jesus set apart 
by the Holy Spirit, sent out from the church 
to cross geographic, cultural, and/or linguis-
tic barriers as part of a missionary team fo-
cused on making disciples and multiplying 

churches among unreached peoples and 
places.”77 Over the next two weeks, we will 
explore different parts of this definition. For 
today’s devotional, let’s focus on the idea 
that a missionary is a “sent one who goes 
out from the church in the power of Spirit 
as a representative for Christ.”78 In Acts  
13:1-5, the Spirit selected Paul and Barna-
bas for the work of missions. The church in 
Antioch, hearing the Spirit’s voice, prayed 
over and anointed the missionaries, and 
sent them off. 

My prayer is that as you prepare to go on 
a mission trip, you will come to understand 
in a profound way that the Spirit is sending 
you out as Christ’s representative. I hope 
you are being sent out by your local church 
and that they commission you for the work 
to which God has called you. Sadly, some 
people go on mission for the wrong reason. 
Some go to see the world or go to feel bet-
ter about themselves by serving the under-
privileged. While God has made the world 
to be enjoyed appropriately and it is good 
to serve those in need, God is sending you 
out primarily to proclaim the gospel and 
make disciples. 

This is why:
Missionaries are sent by God to make disci-
ples, and they must go with this conviction. 
“God has sent us to share the gospel so that 
those who hear the gospel and believe are 
saved and then tell their family and friends 
which leads to discipleship among their 
people. Then churches start and lead to 
reproduction.” Nothing less than being sent 
by God will do. Let God send you to make 
disciples who make disciples who start 
churches for the glory of Christ. 

Pray it: 
Father, as I prepare to go on mission to 
make disciples, may it be in response to 
Your call. Renew my mind so that I have 
Your perspective and understanding of mis-
sions. As I go, both in my community and 
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around the world, help me to proclaim the 
gospel and lead a life worthy of the gospel. 

Own it:
•  How is your local church engaged in 

your mission project?  
Are people other than your team joining 
with you in praying for the mission? 

Have you enlisted any prayer partners? 
If not, make it a priority this week. Work 
with your team leader to provide specif-
ic prayer requests for your project.

•  Explore your reasons for going on your 
mission project. In your journal, write 
your own version of “This Is Why”  
regarding your trip.

DAY 2 — CROSSING BARRIERS

Read it: 
Acts 22:1–21

Know it: 
Missionaries have a calling to spread the 
gospel among the nations. This includes 
both short-term missionaries and career 
missionaries. Sometimes this may be to oth-
er cities within a country, but at other times 
it may mean crossing geographic, cultural, 
and/or linguistic barriers. Paul’s story is an 
example; in Acts 22:21 Jesus said to Paul, 
“Go, for I will send you far away to the Gen-
tiles.” We already learned that a missionary 
is a “sent one who goes out from the church 
in the power of Spirit as a representative for 
Christ.”79 Today we add that a “missionary 
crosses one or more of these barriers for 
the spread of the gospel.”80 

From the outset it’s important to be re-
minded that missions is a calling to all 
disciples of Jesus. The work of missions is 
not just for short-term or career mission-
aries. Right now, wherever you are, you are 
not exempt from the work of a missionary. 
Wherever you live and whatever you do, 
God wants you to make disciples. With 
that said, sometimes God calls people, 
like the apostle Paul, to cross geograph-
ic, cultural, and linguistic barriers to make 
disciples. Consider Paul’s background; he 
was a circumcised Jew from the tribe of 
Benjamin and a Pharisee (Philippians 3:2–7). 
Now consider that God called him to work 
among a people who were uncircumcised, 
didn’t treasure the Law of God, and were 
culturally different. 

It’s clear from Paul’s words in Acts 22:1–21 
that likely he wanted to stay in Jerusalem 
to make disciples among his brothers and 
kinsmen, and would 
rather have not gone 
abroad. Simon Kiste-
maker noted that “Paul 
would rather have 
continued his teaching 
ministry in Jerusalem, even at the risk of 
losing his life.”81 Others have said, “Paul’s 
message should be clear: His love for his 
people compelled him to preach to them 
first, but he went to Gentile lands because 
he was sent there by his divine Lord. He 
loves his people, but he loves his Lord 
more.”82 As a missionary, God may call you 
to cross geographic, cultural, and linguistic 
barriers to make disciples. Could God be 
calling you to do so? Will you answer His 
call? 

This is why: 
Jesus said in Luke 10:2, “The harvest is 
plentiful but the laborers are few.” That’s 
precisely how this IMB missionary described 
their ministry field: “Our state in South Asia 
is home to more than 72 million people. 
Only 2 percent of them, about 144,000, 
claim Jesus as their Savior. Although God is 
at work, there are still people who will live 
and die in our state without any access to 
the gospel. We see the harvest is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few.” As you hear about 
the need in places like South Asia, pray for 
God to send out laborers into His harvest. 
Consider also that someday you might be 
the answer to that prayer. 

The work of missions  
is not just for short-term  
or career missionaries.
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Pray it:  
Father, call out people to be Your mission-
aries and to cross geographic, cultural, and 
linguistic barriers to make disciples. Help 
me to know where I fit into your mission. 
Help me love my own people, but help 
me also to love Jesus more. Draw me into 
greater worship and give me a greater love 
for people. Lord of the harvest, send out 
laborers into your harvest fields. If You call 
me to go far away to make disciples, help 
me to hear and obey. 

Own it:
•  David Platt likes to share the illustration 

of presenting your life to God as a blank 
check in which He writes in the details. 
Perhaps you might relate better to the 
idea of giving your life as your debit card 

and PIN to God. “Spend whatever of me 
and wherever You want, Lord.”  Get a 
blank check, either from your checkbook 
or a printable from online. In the “Pay 
to the order of” line write “God.” In the 
memo line put something like “whatever 
You want.” Take the next week and keep 
that check before you during your devo-
tional time. Ask God to speak to you and 
show you want He wants. Listen, and by 
the end of the week put in the “amount” 
space what He has shown you. 

•  Study the geographic, cultural, and 
linguistic background of the people to 
whom you will minister on your mission 
project. Note the differences between 
their background and your background. 
What challenges do you anticipate in 
light of this exercise? What practical 
steps can you take to cross these barri-
ers and make disciples?   

DAY 3 — BE A TEAM PLAYER (THE BIBLICAL BASIS)

Read it: 
Luke 10:1-2; Acts 16:1-5

Know it: 
This week’s focus is about planting churches. 
Now you may be  
thinking, “Wait a moment. I thought we were 
talking about missions.  
I don’t know anything about planting 
churches!” We need to see that church 
planting and missions are bound together 
because both are concerned with mak-
ing disciples, grounding them in the local 
church, and equipping them to make new 
disciples. Do you know specifically what 
your mission assignment will be on your 
project? Whether that purpose is church 
planting, hosting a VBS camp during a short-
term project in Africa, or something else, 
God’s design is that you would do so as part 
of a missionary team. 

What is a missionary team? Take a moment 
to answer that question in your journal. 
What might make a missionary team differ-
ent from any other team?

David Platt describes a missionary team 
as “an identifiable group of disciples who 
meet together regularly, care for each other 
selflessly, and partner with one another 
intentionally to make disciples and multiply 
churches among particular unreached  
peoples and/or places.”83 Today we are  
going to look at the biblical basis for  
missionary teams.   

There are two people in the Bible whose 
teachings and ministries endorse and pro-
mote the use of missionary teams: Jesus 
and the Apostle Paul. Jesus practiced a 
team approach to missions – that is, He re-
cruited disciples. Jesus did not do ministry 
alone; He called and trained others. Con-
sider Jesus’ teaching in Luke 10:1–2, “After 
this the Lord appointed seventy-two others 
and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, 
into every town and place where he himself 
was about to go. And he said to them, ‘The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.’” Jesus teaches us to pray that God 
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would send out laborers into His harvest. 
How would God do this? The same way 
Jesus did (i.e., two by two). If the Lord of 
the harvest looks at the work and deems it 
necessary that the work be done in teams, 
who are we to try to go at it alone? 

The apostle Paul also modeled a team 
approach when it came to making disci-
ples and multiplying churches (Acts 13:2–3; 
15:36–41; 16:1–5; 18:18–19; 19:29). Paul part-
nered with Luke, Silas, Timothy, and others 
to carry out the mission of making disciples 
and planting churches. Paul rarely if ever 
went alone on his missionary journeys.  
He certainly did not go about the work all 
by himself. 

There is no Bible verse that says, “Thou 
shalt do missions as a missionary team,” 
but when we consider Jesus’ ministry and 
the practice of the early church, it’s right to 
think of missionary teams as God’s means 
for fulfilling His mission. If the practice of 
the early church was to send out mission 
teams to make disciples and plant churches, 
shouldn’t that be our practice today? Mi-
chael Griffith observes, “The New Testament 
evidence shows churches planted  
not by wild individualism or sensational 
guidance, but God’s by people working, 
praying, and planning together responsibly 
for the evangelization of the world.”84

This is why:
A team approach and team effort has been 
crucial to these IMB missionaries in the 
Balkans (southeastern Europe);  “Each time 
a short-term team comes to partner with us 
in the Lord’s work, the ministry takes a leap 
forward. It has taken six years and now we 
are finally seeing a church plant emerge.” 
When God’s people partner together in 
missions, amazing things happen! Let’s go 
to the harvest fields together! 

Pray it:  
Father, You are the Lord of the harvest. You 
have shown that Your design for the Great 
Commission is for the work to be done in 
missionary teams. Father, I want to be a 
team player. I want to encourage my broth-
ers and sisters in the work, and I want to ex-
perience that encouragement for myself on 
mission. Strip away my pride and individu-
alism. Help me be a faithful and dependable 
co-worker in your harvest field. 

Own it:
•  Take some time to journal your thoughts 

about the following questions:  
(1) Why are pride and the spirit of 
rugged individualism toxic to the works 
of missions? (2) How can you become 
a better team player when it comes to 
the work of missions? (3) How can you 
better train and equip others for the 
work of disciple making? 

•  Are you currently working on a ministry 
team in your church? Are you already  
a team player? Don’t wait until a  
mission project to join a team in doing 
God’s work! 

84  John S. Bohannon, 
“Church-Planting 
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for Church-Planting 
Strategy,” Faith and 
Mission 22 (2004), 
42.  But the quote 
says Michael Griffith
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Read it: 
1 Corinthians 12:12-27

Know it:  
The 1996-1998 Chicago Bulls were truly a 
team to behold. Michael Jordan with his 
spectacular dunks and shots, Scottie Pip-
pen’s assists and shots–they worked togeth-
er wonderfully. As a result, the team won six 
NBA championships together. Arguably, they 
were able to do together what they couldn’t 
do by themselves. Did you know that God 
has designed the Great Commission to be 
fulfilled by missionary teams? Yesterday, we 
talked about the biblical basis for missionary 
teams. According to David Platt, missionaries 
ought to “serve on teams in which different 
people have different roles and responsibili-
ties in the missionary task.”85

So, what exactly are 
the benefits of mission-
ary teams? If your mis-
sion project will involve 
you working on a team, 

take some time to evaluate the strengths 
and qualities of that team. Thank God for 
assembling these people together with you.  

Here are some benefits to consider: 
 •  First, missionary teams capitalize on 

strengths. Since one person doesn’t 
have to do all the ministry, the min-
istry can be divided according to 
gifts with each person focusing on 
that area where they are primarily 
gifted.86 

 •  Missionary teams “bring together 
complementary gifts, skills, and ex-
periences that exceed those of any 
one individual on the team.”87 

 •  Missionary teams balance weak-
nesses.88

 •  Missionary teams provide account-
ability. Alexander Strauch says,  
“Authentic accountability among 
peers can serve as a safeguard 
against pride, abuse of authority,  

85  Platt, 9. 

86  Bohannon, 42.

87  Ibid. 

88  Ibid. 

89  Alexander Strauch, 
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90  Bohannon, 42.

91  Ibid. 

I hope you are prepared  
to be a team player  
this summer!

DAY 4 — BE A TEAM PLAYER (THE PRACTICAL BENEFITS)

and laziness.”89 
 •  Missionary teams see increased 

work performance; “As  
athletes who train together push 
each other to greater heights 
of accomplishment, so can a 
church-planting team benefit from 
pushing each other for the cause of 
Christ.”90

 •  Finally, missionary teams have a 
balanced workload. They shoulder 
the workload together, which helps 
fight against fatigue and burnout.91

Missionary teams are both biblical and prac-
tical. I hope you are prepared to be a team 
player this summer!  

This is why:
The spiritual need in the world is so great 
that it demands multiple missionary teams. 
One IMB missionary reported, “Approxi-
mately 2,000 people die without Christ in 
our state every day.” Another missionary 
serving in South Asia reports, “Our state 
needs 100 churches planted every day for 
the next 10 years to reach just 10% of the 
population.” If you’re like me, those num-
bers are staggering. Those numbers should 
affect our hearts and cause some deep 
reflection. I’m thankful that the harvest rests 
upon the shoulders of the Lord. However, 
I’m reminded that God’s means to reach the 
world with the gospel is you and I (Luke 
10:1-2). The work is too great to go at it 
alone; we need to work together in teams 
to reach the world for Christ.  

Pray it:   
Father, I want to be a team player when it 
comes to missions. Rid me of my pride that 
says “I can do it better alone.” You made 
me for community, and You are calling me 
to this task of mission with other brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Help me understand 
my gifts and know how to use them wisely 
on my team. Help me admit my weakness-
es and ask others to help me in the task 
of making disciples. I pray that You would 
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open my eyes to see the great benefit to 
working on a missionary team. 

Own it:
•  Make a list of your team members, and 

begin to pray for them. Specifically ask 
them how you can pray for them. Make 
sure they know how to pray for you 
specifically.  

•  Get to know your team members. Invite 
them out for a meal or coffee. Host a 
group party. Begin now to form the 
friendships that will form a foundation 
for good missionary work together. 

•  What spiritual gifts, abilities, or skills 
has God given you that could be used 
at the mission project? In what ways 
can you anticipate using those gifts?  

DAY 5 — THE CHURCH, PART 1

Read it:  
Acts 2:41–47 

Know it:  
Richard Hooker said, “Christ could not suffer 
[tolerate] that the temple should serve for a 
marketplace, nor the apostle of Christ that 
the church should be made an inn.”92 How 
many people treat the church like an inn? 
They come to church with the purpose of 
having their needs met, and they think the 
church exists purely to meet preferential 
needs. At an inn, one has their food served 
to them. They make a mess and someone 
else cleans it up; someone else does the 
dirty work of cleaning the bathrooms, and 
food is available with the push of a button. 

How do you treat the church? It says a lot 
about what you actually believe about the 
church. As believers we need to be con-
cerned with knowing what makes a true 
church and a healthy church.  
Our ministry involves making disciples and 
multiplying churches, and a poor concept of 
church means we could be reproducing the 
wrong thing.

God sends His people in missionary teams 
to make disciples and multiply churches. 
Since this is our work, we have to know 
what we are trying to build. Imagine some-
one is told to build a car, but they don’t 
know what a car is. Who knows what they 
would end up building? If the Lord is calling 
us to plant churches, it is imperative that 
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we know what the Bible teaches about the 
church and the characteristics that mark a 
church.  

Remember the definition for a missionary? 
“A missionary is a disciple of Jesus set apart 
by the Holy Spirit and sent out from the 
church to cross geographic, cultural, and/
or linguistic barriers as part of a mission-
ary team focused on making disciples and 
multiplying churches among unreached 
peoples and places.”93 In the next three de-
votions (in week 6), we’ll study the Church 
– the nature of the church and the practical 
implications of it. If your work on mission 
involves church planting and church growth, 
you need to know what a true and healthy 
church is. 

Consider first these three characteristics  
of a church.
 •  The first is that “A church is inten-

tional about being a church. Mem-
bers think of themselves as a church. 
They are committed to one anoth-
er and to God in pursuing all that 
Scripture requires of a church.”94 
From reading Acts 2 would you say 
that the early church was intentional 
about being a church and thought 
of themselves as a church? Would 
you say they were committed to one 
another and to God in pursuing all 
that Scripture requires of a church? 
The answer to those two questions 
is a resounding “Yes!” 
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 •  The second characteristic of a 
church is that it “has an identifiable 
membership of baptized believers 
in Jesus Christ.”95 

 •  A third characteristic of a church 
is that the “church practices the 
baptism of believers by immersing 
them in water.”96 For a good de-
fense of baptism by immersion  
see the following article by Grace 
to You: “The Case for Believer’s 
Baptism.” 

Pray it:   
Father, thank You for pursuing me and 
adopting me so that I am no longer an 
orphan but I am Your child. As I endeavor to 
make disciples with my team, work through 
me to multiply and grow churches accord-
ing to the truth of Your Word. 

95  Platt, 13.

96  Ibid, 13.

Own it:
•  Do you see the need to apply the 

charge, “the church should not be made 
an inn” in your context? How do you 
and others your age view the church? 
In your journal, write what needs to 
change in your attitude, and perhaps in 
others you know. Who at the church do 
you need to discuss this with?

•  We have covered only three characteris-
tics of a church. If you had to list out the 
next seven characteristics what would 
you say? Take time to make a list in your 
journal to compare later with what you 
learn next week. 
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Week 6: This is why we go to difficult places

97  Polhill, John B. 
“1 Corinthians: A 
Church Divided” 
(Southern Baptist 
Journal of Theology 
Volume 6, 2002).

DAY 1 — THE CHURCH, PART 2

Read it: 
1 Corinthians 11:17–34 

Know it: 
Jesus said, “By this all people will know 

that you are my disciples, if you have love 

for one another” (John 13:35). The greatest 

apologetic for the Christian faith is our love 

for one another. Sadly, the church in the city 

of Corinth had forgotten this great truth. 

Some of them used the Lord’s Supper as a 

competitive buffet. At this time in church 

history, the Lord’s Supper was a part of a 

“fellowship meal.” Certain members of the 

church got their fill as others went hungry. 

Some used the occasion to get drunk on 

wine. Paul’s question to the Corinthians was, 

“Do you not have houses to eat and drink 

in?” His command to the congregation was, 

“When you come together to eat, wait for 

one another. If anyone is hungry, let him eat 

at home.” 

Scholar John Polhill notes that the Lord’s 

Supper in Corinth had become “a division 

between rich and poor, the haves and the 

have-nots. The Corinthian congregation was 

socially diverse, but the scandal for Paul 

was that the Lord’s Supper had become a 

stage for discrediting this diversity. Instead 

of a time for expressing the unity of the 

body, it had become an occasion for divid-

ing it.”97 Paul declared, “It’s not the Lord’s 

Supper you eat!” The church at Corinth ate 

the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner 

and treated Christ’s death cheaply, rightly 

earning God’s judgment. The Lord’s Supper 

is about remembering the gospel, all that 

Jesus did for His church. Jesus doesn’t give 

more of Himself to the rich. Christ’s body 

was broken equally for all; anyone can come 

to Christ and be filled by the “Bread of Life.” 

Christ’s blood was spilled for all; anyone 

can come and be forgiven. The Corinthians 

distorted these beautiful truths and brought 

reproach to the name of Christ. 

Yesterday we talked about three charac-

teristics of a church. Today we look at four 

others: (1) a church observes the Lord’s 

Supper on a regular basis, (2) under the  

authority of its leadership, a church carries 

out the ordinances, (3) a church submits  

to the inerrant word of God as the ultimate  

authority for all that it believes and does, 

and (4) a church meets regularly for wor-

ship, prayer, the study of God’s Word, and 

fellowship. Members of the church minister 

to one another’s needs, hold each other  

accountable, and exercise church discipline 

as needed. Members encourage one an-

other and build each other up in holiness, 

maturity in Christ, and love.

The church at Corinth had all these char-

acteristics. The church practiced the Lord’s 

Supper because the Word of God was her 

authority. The church met regularly for wor-

ship, prayer, the study of God’s Word, and 

fellowship. However, the Lord’s Supper had 

become distorted, they neglected church 

discipline, and they no longer encouraged 

one another in love.  

As we go, make disciples, and plant church-

es, we must remember that there are marks 

of a true and healthy church. As we inter-

act with disciples, we need to encourage 

them to become members of churches with 

these characteristics. As we go, we need to 

encourage churches to rightly practice the 

Lord’s Supper and baptism, as both ordi-

nances convey spiritual realities, namely  

the gospel.     
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Pray it:
Father, You have sent Your Son to die for 

the church. Your Son’s body was broken 

and His blood was spilled to make peace 

and provide eternal life. God, You have pro-

vided for my salvation. I am saved by grace 

through faith and not as a result of my good 

works. Help me not take the Lord’s Supper 

or baptism lightly. Whenever I participate in 

the Lord’s Supper and baptism, help me to 

understand more about the gospel. Teach 

me how to teach others the importance of 

these ordinances. 

Own it:
•  What is your understanding of how the 

Lord’s Supper and baptism convey spir-

itual realities, namely the gospel? Can 

you see how these ordinances can be 

used on the mission field to preach the 

gospel to people? 

•  How well does your mission team mod-

el love and preference for each other?  

What activities have you engaged in 

together as a team that have modeled a 

good example of “church”?

DAY 2 — THE CHURCH, PART 3

Read it: 
1 Timothy 3:1-16 

Know it:  
Duke University Chapel is cool architecture. 

The chapel is located in the heart of the 

University’s campus, was constructed from 

1930–1932, and is designed in the Goth-

ic style. The chapel has both pillars and 

buttresses, pieces which are crucial in the 

support of the building. Church buildings 

can be fascinating places, and often say 

much about the kind of people who gather 

in them. 

More important than church buildings is 

what the church stands for in society and 

the world. The apostle Paul says the church 

is the pillar and buttress of truth. In light of 

those architectural terms, what do you think 

Paul is communicating about the role of the 

church? Take a few minutes to write down 

your answer. 

The church is to hold forth the truth in 

culture. The church teaches and proclaims 

the Word of God. God uses His Word to 

speak truth into cultures to redeem people 

from the evil in those cultures. By way of 

an example, the church must be faithful to 

proclaim the truth that “the love of mon-

ey is a root of all kinds of evils” (1 Timothy 

6:10). As the church holds forth such a truth 

it stands in stark contrast to most cultures 

that praise fame and fortune. The church 

proclaims that true satisfaction and good-

ness are found only in Christ, not money. 

Godliness is foundational to the church be-

ing a pillar and buttress of truth. Godliness 

is the church living out the Word of God 

faithfully. Without godliness, the church is 

hypocritical and ceases to be a place where 

people can find the living God. 

Church leaders are to lead the church in 

godliness and in fulfilling God’s design to 

act as the pillar and buttress of truth. They 

lead under the head, who is Jesus. Ulti-

mately church leaders train the body for 

making disciples. For the past two days we 

have reflected on seven characteristics of 

a true and healthy church. Today we cover 

the final three: (1) a church embraces its 

responsibility to fulfill the Great Commis-

sion, both locally and globally, from the 

beginning of its existence as a church, (2) 

a church is autonomous and self-governing 

under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and the 

authority of His Word, and (3) a church has 

identifiable leaders, who are scrutinized and 

set apart according to the qualifications set 

forth in Scripture. A church recognizes two 

Biblical offices of church leadership: pas-

tors, elders, or overseers and then deacons. 
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While both men and women are gifted for 

service in the church, the office of pastor- 

elder-overseer is limited to men as qualified 

by Scripture.98 All true and healthy churches 

have these characteristics.  

On the mission field, a church is often a 

work in progress. “As we make disciples 

among unreached peoples and places 

and they gather together in groups, these 

bodies of believers may not initially have 

all of the above characteristics of a church. 

Nevertheless, we identify these groups 

and intentionally work with them toward 

becoming churches through patient teach-

ing, training, prayer, and guidance. In church 

planting among unreached peoples and 

places, almost all churches will pass through 

an initial phase as a group that is growing 

into a church.”99

Pray it:
Father, You have redeemed Your people by 

making Your Son who knew no sin to be 

sin for us so that in Him we might become 

the righteousness of God. You have made 

us right with Yourself. I pray that my church 

would be the pillar and buttress of truth in 

our community. I pray personally and for my 

church that we would 

practice godliness. May 

Your name be honored. 

Amen.   

Own it:
•  Google “pillar” and “buttress.” Look 

over the pictures and then re-consider 

the words of 1 Timothy 3:15. How is the 

church the pillar and buttress of the 

truth in the world?  

•  Should a church have an inward or 

outward focus? Considering that God’s 

mission is primary for the church, can 

an outward focus be optional? Write a 

description of a church that minimizes 

God’s mission in its existence.

DAY 3 — UNREACHED PEOPLE

Read it: 
Acts 11:19–26

Know it:  
Some high schools have elections for class 

officers (e.g. president, vice-president, trea-

surer, etc.). What if there was a girl running 

for class president at a very large diverse 

high school. Say that her race was in the 

majority and most people spoke her lan-

guage. How might she go about reaching 

minorities with her message? How might 

she best connect and relate to minorities? 

In this hypothetical situation, this girl has 

to think about how to reach people she has 

never connected with before. She has to 

cross ethnic, linguistic, and cultural back-

grounds. The work of missions is very simi-

lar. As missionaries God may call us to cross 

geographic, cultural, and linguistic barriers 

to make disciples. I hope by now you have 

some idea of the people group you’ll be 

ministering to this summer. I hope that your 

research has helped to further equip you for 

the task ahead. 

It’s exciting to think that you are carrying 

on the same work that the apostles and 

the early church carried on from the very 

beginning. We see from our reading today 

that the early church had to cross Jewish 

and Gentile barriers. Just the same as today, 

the early church had to figure out how to 

minister to people different from them. I 

believe that one of the reasons Barnabas 

brought Saul to Antioch was because Saul 

was a Hellenized Jew. Saul was able to cross 

those barriers because of his experience 

On the mission field,  
a church is often a work  
in progress.
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and education in both the Jewish and  

Greek worlds.   

Missionaries are called to make disciples 

and multiple churches among unreached 

peoples and places. According to most re-

cent statistics, “There are 6,789 unreached 

people groups or 4.2 billion people.”100 In 

order for a people group to be declared 

“unreached” the number of evangelical 

Christians in the group has to be below 2%. 

Regarding unreached people groups David 

Platt says the following: “Recognizing the 

unreached in terms of particular people 

groups has a unique bearing on disciple 

making. Ethnolinguistic barriers often 

hinder the spread of the gospel across 

people groups. Such barriers are necessary 

for missionaries to consider in evangelism 

and discipleship as they contextualize the 

gospel for their listeners. Missionaries must 

often learn a language in order to share the 

gospel, and they should always consider 

the ethnic, cultural, linguistic, and religious 

distinctions of their listeners when commu-

nicating the gospel to them and applying 

the gospel to their lives.”101 

It’s easy to understand why recognizing 

unreached people groups are so import-

ant. We will see that it’s equally important 

to recognize unreached places. However 

within a certain location you may find sever-

al people groups. You may be in French 

city ministering to a national and then in 

the same city to a Muslim man from Sau-

di Arabia. Both have different languages 

and cultures. You would want to know that 

so that you can better communicate and 

apply the gospel to each. As a missionary, 

God is calling you to go and make disciples 

100  “Why are They Unreached,” last modified July 22, 2016,  
http://peoplegroups.org/.

101  David Platt, “Key Terms and Concepts” (International Mission  
Board Chapel Messages, 2016), 11.

among the nations. Pray and ask God to 

send you and others to the harvest fields of 

unreached peoples. 

This is why:
Hear the heart of one IMB missionary, “In 

serving among Unreached People Groups 

in both Kenya and Senegal, we consistently 

were among people who had never heard 

the truth.  After serving for many years in 

these two countries, we realized that the 

task is great but our God is up to the task. 

However, the question remains, “Will we be 

a part of the Great Commission or not?” We 

have been invited to participate with God 

in mission and yet there has been such a 

shortage of “workers” to give everyone a 

chance to hear the Gospel.”

Pray it: 
Father, You are the Lord of the harvest. 

Send me out to the harvest fields. God, help 

me to attempt great things for the glory 

of Your name. I am a steward because you 

have entrusted me with the gospel. Send 

me out! Amen. 

Own it:
Get on the website: peoplegroups.org/. 

Spend some time looking at the information 

on unreached people groups. Ask God to 

send you to preach the gospel to an un-

reached people group. I once heard some-

one say, “Don’t ask God why you should go 

rather ask Him why you should stay.” What 

people groups are you reaching in your 

community? How can you begin to cross 

those barriers right now where you live? 
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DAY 4 — UNREACHED PLACES

Read it: 
Acts 1:8; Romans 15:18-24

Know it: 
Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “It is 

appalling that the most segregated hour of 

Christian America is eleven o’clock on Sun-

day morning.”102 King said this in reference 

to race, and it is still very true today. Our 

churches are divided not only by race but 

also by economic status, lifestyle trends, 

and educational backgrounds (e.g. hipster 

churches, university churches, cowboy 

churches, etc.). Sadly, some have decided to 

embrace this segregation as a strategy, so 

they plant homogenous churches (i.e., same 

race, culture, and language) aimed at reach-

ing a slice of the population. Instead of 

trying to cross barriers as the gospel would 

demand, some seek to further segregate 

and divide the Church by race, culture, and 

background. 

I believe a reason homogenous churches 

are planted is that it is thought to be easier 

to grow the church. Unfortunately, it is an 

error to ask, “What is easiest and most 

practical?” instead of “What conforms to 

the gospel?” The gospel goes out to all 

people and draws them into one body. 

Their ethnic differences remain, but there is 

unity through one Lord and one faith. In the 

church we can still enjoy our diverse cultural 

heritages while celebrating our oneness in 

Christ. The gospel is that Christ redeemed 

a people from the nations; our churches 

should reflect this spiritual reality. 

Throughout the New Testament, God called 

His people to go and make disciples. In 

almost all those cases the early church 

was called to a location. Just consider 

the book of Acts with its emphasis on the 

cities, towns, and regions. David Platt notes 

that the “New Testament mission patterns 

102  “The Most Segregated Hour in America?” last modified July 22, 2016, 
www.phil.vt.edu/JKlagge/ConductorChurch.htm.

103  Platt, 11.

104  Ibid.

put clear priority on planting churches in 

unreached places.”103 Churches are planted 

and begin to grow in places that include 

Greeks, Jews, Africans, and Asians. What 

you find are multigenerational and multi-

ethnic churches. Platt concludes that “the 

New Testament does not prioritize planting 

homogenous churches comprised of single 

groups. Across the New Testament, the 

gospel beckons (even requires) Christians 

to bridge ethnic barriers in the church.”104 

What a profound thought! There are 

churches in America that are homogenous 

because they have either willfully resisted 

the inclusion of others unlike themselves, 

or they have neglected the opportunities 

around them to reach these others. Like 

the churches in Acts, our churches need to 

bridge ethnic barriers. 

Where possible, churches should strive to 

reflect the reality of Revelation 7:9–10, “Af-

ter this I looked, and behold, a great multi-

tude that no one could number, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and 

languages, was standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, clothed in white 

robes, with palm branches in their hands, 

and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation 

belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb!” The glory of Christ shines 

brightly when people come from all these 

different backgrounds, and there is unity 

and love. 

To make disciples, it is necessary to identify 

and evangelize people groups. In communi-

cating and applying the gospel, we need to 
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consider ethnic, cultural, and linguistic back-

grounds. However, the goal is to incorporate 

people into the church, not plant homoge-

nous churches. In conclusion Platt says, “To 

be sure, getting to this point in church plant-

ing can be a process which demands much 

patience and wisdom in disciple making. 

But it remains the end toward which we are 

working until the day when all the peoples 

gather as one people to give glory to God 

through Christ.”105

Pray it: 
Father, You have saved a people from all the 

nations. Help me not to gravitate toward 

homogeneity; rather, help me cross barri-

ers with the gospel and celebrate unity in 

Christ. God, I want to fellowship with my 

Read it: 
Mark 1:16-20

Know it: 
Over the past two weeks we have studied 

what it means to make disciples and multi-

ply churches among unreached people and 

places. These topics and the others have 

covered much ground and would be worth 

a review.

Remember the definition of a missionary as 

“a disciple of Jesus set apart by the Holy 

Spirit and sent out from the church to cross 

geographic, cultural, and linguistic barriers 

as part of a missionary team focused on 

making disciples and multiplying churches 

among unreached peoples and places.”106 

The components of that definition have 

formed the basis for our devotionals for the 

past two weeks. We learned what it means 

to be a missionary, about missionary teams, 

about what makes a healthy church, and 

about the call to cross geographic, cultural, 

DAY 5 — MAKING DISCIPLES AND MULTIPLYING CHURCHES

105 Platt, 11.

106  Platt, 9.

brothers and sisters from all backgrounds. 

Open my eyes to opportunities while on 

mission to celebrate the unity the church 

has in Jesus!  

Own it:
•  You will likely cross cultural and eth-

nic barriers as you go on your mission 

project. How can you do that now in 

the context of your church and commu-

nity? Are there opportunities already 

available? How has the gospel crossed 

ethnic, cultural, and linguistic barriers in 

your church? How can you be a part of 

making that a reality?

•  Reach out to at least one classmate or a 

coworker of a different race, nationality, 

or culture. Find ways to get to know 

him or her as well as family members.  

and linguistic barriers to reach unreached 

peoples and places. 

I hope that these devotionals have helped 

you have a better grasp on some of the 

most basic teachings and practices of the 

Christian faith. I hope that you are better 

equipped to serve wherever God may have 

you. Let’s use this last devotion to focus on 

some testimonies of missionaries. Hear their 

words, and let them challenge you. These 

come from real people serving across the 

world who have “left their nets” and an-

swered God’s call to “Follow.” He has made 

them “fishers of men,” and my prayer is that 

you will become the same. 

This is why:
In putting together these devotions we first 

asked our missionaries to address the state-

ment: “This is why we make disciples.” 

One serving in Johannesburg answered, 

“Johannesburg affects much of what hap-
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pens throughout the entire continent of 

Africa. Tim Keller said it well, ‘If you change 

Joburg, you change all of Africa!’ That is 

why I am here.” 

Another missionary wrote, “Afit and Mefat 

are brothers who have lost nearly every-

thing. They were forced from their home-

land and fled a horrible war, but God, in His 

amazing grace saved them. Now, we get to 

sit in their home and study the word of God 

with them see their love for Jesus and His 

gospel as they passionately proclaim Christ 

to their cousins and friends.” 

In response to the question, “Why do you 

endure through difficult times?” a mis-

sionary in Spain answered, “I live in a city 

with over 20,000 people and there is no 

evangelical church. When people begin to 

search for God and look for hope they have 

nowhere to go. Sadly there are over 7,000 

cities just like mine all over Spain without 

any evangelical presence. Our job is not  

yet finished.” 

Another responded, “The ZK people have 

never heard the Story. They are lost, without 

hope, full of suffering. Many are addicted to 

drugs and alcohol. But we are able to offer 

them healing and hope through His Word. 

We endure sickness and isolation so that 

the ZK can know the Creator.”

“People may think Europe is already 

‘reached,’ but really only 3-4% of the pop-

ulation of Germany knows Jesus. In Spain 

it’s less than 1%! I see God reveal Himself to 

college students over and over who, before 

they met the believing young adults in our 

ministry, did not have a clue about who 

Jesus really is. They look ‘together’ and may 

have pride and wealth in Europe, but they 

are totally lost.”

One couple said, “A believing friend of ours 

in the States is passing away, and we long 

to be there to provide support during a 

difficult time. But, our presence overseas 

during such moments provides opportu-

nities to discuss the reality of death with 

locals who don’t know the Prince of Life. 

We endure through difficult times....so that 

we can share Life with the perishing.”

Pray it: 
Father, I pray for Your missionaries serv-

ing across the world right now. Strengthen 

them by Your Spirit in their inner being. Fa-

ther, if it’s Your will for me to serve among 

unreached peoples and places, help me 

answer the call to go. I lay down my life. I  

no longer live but You live in me. Amen.  

Own it:
•  Who has gone out from your church to 

live as missionaries in other countries? 

Pray for those individuals and families 

specifically right now. 

•  Start thinking now about what will be 

different in your life after you return 

from your mission project. As you make 

your final preparations to go, are you 

willing to say to God, “Change me  

however You will on this trip so I will  

be a better servant for You”?


